
 

Hello fellow referees: 
 
The July A.R.T. class will be a match analysis at 
Shouldice #13 on Tuesday July 17th 2007 at 6:30 PM. A 
CDSRA member, Fraser Dyer, will be officiating the 
mens’ game under the scrutinizing eyes of those who 
attend the meeting. The game observation is less to 
assess, but more to learn and benefit from the errors and 
successes of the match. After the match, the officials are 
welcome to attend a near by pub to discuss the game. 
 
As for the rest of the newsletter, there is a ton of content! 
The CDSRA members have been keeping busy the past 
month and included in the newsletter is a summary of the 
Rocky Mountain Cup, MS Bike Tour, and information 
about Fraser and Deryl’s trip to the United Kingdom. 
 
Please make sure to let Kim Skow (Kimberley@kensingtoncarpetone.com) know if you are interested in 
purchasing one of the new CDSRA bags. It is a black Adidas bag and will include the CDSRA logo on the 
top of the bag. Total cost will be $50. 
 
Pierre Leroux also needs notification from those wishing to attend the CDSRA golf trip. The tournament 
takes place on Friday September 14th at McKenzie Meadows: tee off at 2PM. E-mail Pierre at 
pileroux@shaw.ca to confirm your place. 
 
 
 
 

 
Remember after your matches to log-on to the 
http://www.wejustplay.com  website and fill out 
your JustPlay report! 
 
Filling out the ‘cards’ will allow the leagues to target 
teams, players, officials and spectators that aren’t 
adhering to the ethics of the game. 

 
All registered officials should have received their log-in information at the beginning of the season. Logging 
into the system to enter the game results (a rating scale on coaches, players and spectators) takes 
approximately five minutes and should become a part of your routine.  
 
As previously mentioned, by using the JustPlay system, the officials will be able to assist the leagues in 
correcting what is becoming a huge issue in sport today – sportsmanship and respect. 
 
 
 
 



 
A Whole New Ball Game – Refereeing on the other sid e of the Atlantic 

By Fraser Dyer 
 
My friend and referee colleague, Deryl Coe and I recently had a trip to Europe. Whilst across the pond we 
managed to take in several top level football matches that left us both with memories we’ll not soon forget. 
Memories of not only top level teams and players playing but also of both great and not so great 
performances by match officials. 
 
Firstly we traveled down from Glasgow to England, to St. James Park – to see Newcastle vs Blackburn; 
then over to Spain and the Nou Camp to see Barcelona vs Real Betis. We also made it to the festivities in 
Glasgow, for the UEFA Cup final between the two Spanish sides Seville & Espanyol. Later on in the trip, 
Deryl made his own way over to Edinburgh to see Hibernians final match of the season vs. Celtic. Definitely 
last but NOT least, we also took in several of my hometown team, Arthurlie FC.  
 
Arthurlie play in the West of Scotland Junior Football 
Association's SuperLeague Premier Division, a long name, 
but locally known as “The Juniors”. There’s no equivalent 
league in Canada, but it involves teams the length and 
breadth of Scotland, mostly small towns that participate in an 
organized league and run on a semi-professional basis. Each 
club has their own home ground and participates in the league 
and various local and national cup competitions. If we were to 
compare it to something here at home just to get an idea, it is 
comparable to our AMSL Major League as far as the age of 
players but the comparison ends there as “the Juniors” is a 
much quicker, more skilled and physical game then the Canadian level. Men playing in Juniors age 
between the ages of 18 and 40 years of age. 
 
I have been a supporter of Arthurlie for 25 years now and also officiated in the Juniors before I moved to 
Canada so I knew what to expect. But I took Deryl to his first match on a cold, raining Scottish Monday 
night; To say the least, I know it was a bit of an eye-opener for him. There were some hard challenges 
flying in from all angles and the referee just had words with players when necessary and managed them 
well enough to only have two cautions in the match. 
 
After watching a couple of Arthurlie matches, one of which my dad was an assistant referee, we wanted to 
get into the action. We started by spending an evening out at training with the local group of referees. 
 

We had a great workout with these lads and they welcomed 
us with open arms. They had many questions about Canada 
and what our football (soccer) is like. During the workout, 
we were placed in a group with a fellow referee named 
Craig Thomson. Craig has achieved the top level and has 
his FIFA badge. Definitely someone we look up to and 
aspire to. We were working out on a Tuesday night and the 
previous Sunday Craig had refereed Scotland’s most 
prestigious and potentially most important match to the 
population – the Auld Firm match between Glasgow Celtic 
and Glasgow Rangers. We found Craig to be very down to 
earth and a humble fellow. Very humble for a corporate 
lawyer by day driving a brand new Mercedes to training! 

 



 
Anyway, a tradition that means a great deal to referees is trading “referee coins”.  Deryl gave Craig his 
CDSRA coin for his collection and he promised he would use it in his next match which was Rangers vs. 
Aberdeen the following Sunday. 
 
Thankfully before we made the trip across, I had contacted my old association to get permission for Deryl 
and I to referee in Scotland and with the necessary out-of-town documentation having being filled out by 
ASA, we were well on our way to getting a game, only problem was, the Scottish season finishes in May 
and there were very few mid-week games left to be played. 
 
But my dad made a few phone calls to some of the guys he regularly officiates with and Deryl and I were 
able to participate in a match. 
 
The match was played between Lugar Boswell Thistle FC and Johnstone Burgh FC, a relegation battle 
none the less, with Johnstone Burgh requiring a point to steer clear of relegation, Lugar having already 
been relegated.  
 
In our suites and ties, and with sheer excitement written across Deryl’s face, we arrived at the ground 60 
minutes before kick-off with the match referee, Chris Brawls, who we had met en-route to the match, which 
is typical in Scotland. Chris is a 44 year old veteran class one official, nearing the end of his career for 
officiating at this level. Having refereed this level and above for 20 years, Chris was the perfect referee for 
us to assist with and to learn from. He was very pleased to have us as part of his team. First things first, we 
went for a field inspection and did the typical pre-match routine – warm-up, pre-match instructions, 
equipment and team sheet check. We looked very sharp in our CDSRA tracksuits and drew a few 
compliments on them in the pre-match warm up. Also, a CDSRA coin was used at the Captain’s call for the 
coin flip. Now the pride of Chris’s referee coin collection. 
 
The match went by without too many major 
incidents; Deryl made some tight offside 
calls early in the match and the fans 
(numbering probably 100/150) made their 
feelings known, the typical Junior football 
fan is pretty unforgiving and generally have 
long memories. I was dealing with the 
benches and there were several flash 
points but talking to the coaches I 
managed to settle them down and not 
have to get the referee involved. Deryl 
happen to let slip that he was a Canadian 
from Calgary, Alberta and the fans located 
within touching distance of Deryl’s line, 
managed to heckle him for every call he 
made, calling him “Hockey boy” and many 
other expletives that I’m sure Deryl would share with you over a chat and a pint. The game was a hard, 
physical encounter, worlds apart from the typical AMSL or University match played in Alberta, its more 
comparable to a men’s Div5/6 battle, but with skill. There were some bruising challenges, but again the 
referee managed the players well and handing out sanctions when necessary. 
 
The game finished in a 1-1 tie, enough to secure Johnstone Burgh’s safety. After the match, we went into 
the team’s clubhouse for a drink and socialized with several of the players and coaches, who are all friends 
after kicking lumps out of each other for the past 90 minutes. 
 



 
Football, soccer, in Scotland at that level is certainly different from soccer in Calgary, more so the overall 
skill level of the players and the organization of the leagues and clubs alike. 
 
There are definitely some tools that you pick up when you watch different referee’s and one such tool I 
personally took away from watching the referee in the match was his man-management skills. I think the 
manner in which he spoke with players and allowed the game to flow without the need to endless cautions, 
but using his card at the right times to ensure that the game never got out of control. Also, Deryl 
commented on how important it was for the AR’s to have constant and consistent eye contact with the 
referee and to be able to read what he was going to do by body language and how/if he wanted play to 
continue. 
 
It’s definitely a good experience and if anyone is ever traveling, I would thoroughly recommend going to 
watch a local match where ever you happen to be. 
 
 

 
 

Rocky Mountain Cup a Great Experience for Calgary O fficials 
By Leo Donlevy 

 
A group of Calgary officials (all CDSRA members) were invited to participate in 
the referee development camp as part of Rocky Mountain Cup in Sherwood 
Park from July 3 – 7.  It was a great experience for all.  Referees invited were 
Sara Bradshaw (as a role model for the younger female officials invited), JP 
Shukry (a returnee from 2006), Vangelis Karamanos, Murray Adlard (filled in at 
the last minute due to a cancellation) and Kevin Donlevy.  Richard Sansregret 
led the instructional program.  Dereck Illingworth and Leo Donlevy were there 
as Assessors. 
 
All of the referees developed their skills throughout the tournament and I am 
pleased to tell you that the two toughest games of the final day were earned by 
JP and Kevin.  I received a number of very positive comments from parents 
about the quality of the officiating overall and I certainly witnessed some great 
on-field performances. 
 
The camp began a day before the tournament with technical sessions and the 
FIFA fitness test.  Seven of the 20 referees passed it.  Every day the crews 
were at the fields for breakfast and some had 8:00 a.m. games.  Each game 
had an assessor assigned. After the day’s games there were stretching 
sessions, dinner and technical sessions until about 9:30.  Long days, and 
never enough sleep, but the on-field improvement across the board was really 
great to see. 
 
Rocky Mountain cup featured provincial rep teams of U 13  and U 15 boys and girls from Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and NWT, plus a few high-level club teams (Calgary Foothills and Sherwood 
Park).  The soccer was very skilled and physical at times, and really tested the officials. 
 
Great job, Calgary crew.  You did us all proud! 
 
 
 
 



 
Keiran’s Fund  

 
As covered in the June Newsletter, the CDSRA is making efforts to raise funds for Keiran McGarrigle to 
assist him in his battle with cancer. With medical costs of approximately $5000 a month, the soccer 
community has stepped up to the plate (to the centre circle?!) to support Keiran.  
 
This fund isn’t solely for Keiran, but remaining money will be left for future CDSRA members in a similar 
position. To make a donation, please stop by the Calgary Women’s Soccer Association located downstairs 
at the Calgary Soccer Centre (7000 – 48th St SE). 
 
The CWSA has done a fantastic job with supporting this cause, and have even challenged the other 
associations in Calgary to match their $2000 donation to the fund. CUSA has agreed to match that amount. 
 
To date, the soccer community has raised approximately $12 000 to assist Keiran and his family. 
 

 
2007 MS Bike Tour 

By Cam Blair 
 
The weekend of June 9th and 10th saw a number of CDSRA members take time off from their busy 
schedule to lend their time to a great cause, riding 75km in the annual MS Bike Tour to raise funds for the 
MS Society of Canada. 

 
The Team Captain for the Blair Bombers was 
Cam Blair, who was diagnosed with MS in 
2005. He started the team last year with his 
family to join the fight against the disease.  
This year saw the team almost double to 9 
members who wanted to offer their time and 
support. The team was made up of Cam and 
his wife Anna, CDSRA President Steve and 
his wife Audra, Jack and Sean Blair, Charles 
and Sue Vanderwindt, and the only two-day 
rider (150km!), Murray Adlard.  
 
The Blair Bombers raised over $8000 for the 
MS Society! This money will go towards 
research for a cure, as well as services to 
improve the lives of those living with the 
disease. Cam wants to thank everyone for 

their ongoing support. The team will be riding in next year’s tour, and will be looking for new recruits or 
those who would rather support the cause financially instead of enduring sore muscles and sore backsides. 
 
 

 
DON’T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR CDSRA BAG! 

$50 Adidas Bags w/ CDSRA logo 
Contact Kim Skow (Kimberley@kensingtoncarpetone.com) for yours 

 
 


