Special Guest : FIFA Referee Dave Gantar

We're pleased to welcome Dave Gantar as our special guest.  Dave grew up in the Edmonton community of Kilkenny in Edmonton where he played youth soccer and then continued playing with the Edmonton & District Soccer Association (EDSA) on Real Santiago. At the age of 12, Dave took his first referee clinic and started his refereeing career as a way to finance his slurpee purchases.  Over the years he discovered a passion for officiating and was promoted quickly:  In 1991, he began refereeing with the EDSA; eight years later Dave was nominated to the list of Canadian Soccer Association (CSA) National Officials and began officiating in the top professional league available in Canada.  In 2009, became a referee for the professional Major League Soccer and in 2011 Dave was appointed to the international list of FIFA referees.  Some of the recent games Dave has officiated include the 2011 Pan American Games, the 2011 CONCACAF Gold Cup, the 2011 U-20 CONCACAF Qualifying Championships in Guatemala, and the 2011 Canadian Nutrilite Canadian Championship final.
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Dave Gantar at the Coin Toss for the 2011 Nutrilite Final
Dave's presentation will include his experience on the road to being a FIFA referee, experience on the national & international stage, man-management, gamesmanship, etc.  This should be an inspirational evening, and encouragement for some officials towards a career in refereeing, and other officials towards a motivation for continual improvement.

PJ Janson

CASRA Secretary
