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(04/16/2008) Question 361: 
...on a delayed blue card and i know not recomended but delayed yellow card, if the team that was victim of the foul scores do they still get the 
powerplay? 

(04/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If the Ref decides to indicate a delayed penalty, then the Ref must see an advantage to the attacking team that should be played out.  If the advantage 
results in a goal scored, then the time assessed for the card would be in accordance to the Rules of Indoor Soccer.  So then the following time assess 
would result: 
- If there is a player already in the box serving a Minor or Double-Minor and the team is playing short, their current 2 minute time would be relived. 
- If the delayed penalty is for a Red Card offense, and the play can go on, then the team is serving a 5 minute with no relief. 
- If  the box is empty, then the offending player is relived of the first 2 minutes.   
It may be wise to note your decission on the game sheet 

(04/12/2008) Question 360: 
if a fan doesnt want to leave the field what does the referee do ?? 

(04/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The conduct of the spectators are the TEAMS responsibility, not yours.  Assuming your actions described in Question 359 do not produce a positive 
result, you make it clear to both coaches (ie. I suspect even though you may think you know the team responsibly, you need to be sure), preferably in a 
loud enough voice that the spectators hear as well, that the game will not be restarted until the particular spectator has left the park.  In the very unlikely 
event neither coach takes action, after the appropriate waiting period the game is abandoned.   
 
After the game is complete, it is important to submit a Misconduct Form with your game report.  If you are a member of the CDSRA, this was near the 
top of the list from our Presisdent and the Referees Affairs Committee.  

(04/12/2008) Question 359: 
if the fan started to swear at you do you go and kick them out or do you talk to there coach?? 



(04/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Quite often the spectators are not on the same side of the field as the team.  So talking to the coach is an option, and I'd say a good one if the team is on 
the same side as the spectators, but may not be as affective as the Ref talking to the spectator.  However the Ref should anticipate the reaction of the 
spectator (ie. is he/she just caught up in the moment, or are they acting this way intentionally).  If the Ref does chooses to speak to the spectatator, make 
it brief.  Point out that their actions are inappropriate (especially if this is a Minor's game) and to please refrain.  The Ref is not there to debate calls etc. 
with a spectator and you may wish to make that clear to the spectator, again depending on how you perceive that comment would be taken. 

(04/01/2008) Question 358: 
During a CUSA womens game that was getting a little emotional (just enough to up the tempo with out injuries), the ball was rolling back to the goalie 
with an attacker bearing down but it appeared to me that the goalie was going to beat her. My attention then was either distracted to another something  
on the field (perhaps a sub request) or I just had already shifted upfield anticipating the play. When I suddenly looked back to see the attacker slide 
tackling to beat the goalie to the ball. The keeper did pick it up (after the slide tackle had started) but took a tackle to the ankle and went down. Naturally, 
the defending team was outraged. I viewed this as a case of perhaps a bit of carelessness but the slide was made when the ball was still 50-50 but made 
contact after it was scooped up. I confered with my AR who confirmed they saw her sliding before it was picked up. THat is the call I made and it was 
supported by the players/coaches after I explained. I have always wondered to this day if perhaps another ref would have made a different call. 

(04/01/2008) The Ref's Response: 
I trust this was a CWSA game, not CUSA.  Either way the Ref's reaction is the same. 

Bottom line: Players are responsible for their own actions. 
 
From the situation described, the attacker did not win the ball (or even make contact with it) and kicked the keeper.  As described, this is a foul. 
It's unclear is how severe the contact was:   

·  Severe enough to call? Caution? Dismiss? (ie. did the attacker slide in feet first or in a dangerous manner?) 
·  Trifling enough to leave the ball in the keepers hands and play on?   
·  Perhaps with a warning to the attacker to control her actions. 

  
Starting a slide does not absolve a player of the results of their actions.  How late the CONTACT is made is one of the measures of how 'careless' or 'reckless' an 
action is. 

(03/25/2008) Question 357: 



What are the rules in regards to screening or blocking the vision and actions of a goalkeeper?  

(03/26/2008) The Ref's Response: 
There is no rule regarding 'screening a keeper'.  However there are sections in the Rules of Indoor Soccer and the Laws of Outdoor Soccer regarding 
impeding and obstruction by a player on an opponent.  Impeding would be a player stepping into the path of an opponent with minimal or no opportunity 
to safely challenge for possession.  Obstruction would be a player: stepping into the path of an opponent with no intention of playing the ball (Note: there 
is a fine line between 'Shielding the ball' and obstruction); or intentionally waving an arm/hand in the opponent's face.  For example, the tactic of 
'dummying the ball' is not obstruction. 
 
'Screening a Keeper' is a common tactic used in the Indoor Game, because there is no offside.  In the outdoor game the main opportunity to 'Screen a 
Keeper' is on a Corner Kick.  So the Ref must determine if the attacking team player is 'Screening', or or is the player guilty of Impeding and/or 
Obstruction.  One indicator may be did the player take a position and stay there, or did the player move with the keeper, with no intention or opportunity 
to play the ball, forcing the keeper to take a wider path. 

(03/19/2008) Question 356: 
We recently played a tournament game which ran into a shoot-out.  Our team won.  Two CMSA referees were on hand to witness the game.  The 
opposing team accepted the loss .... at the time.  Then 3 days later, without discussing it with our Coach, we were told to be at the field at a certain time 
(one hour prior to the Gold game) as the Shoot-out was going to be \"Re-done\".  This was absolutely insane.  And even more disappointing when our 
team lost the 2nd shoot-out.  Can you please explain how 2 CMSA Referees witness the shoot-out, call the win (which didn\'t seem to be a problem at the 
time), put it in the books and 3 days later they retract their decision?  And why wasn\'t out Coach included in the discussions that lead to the final 
decision to re-do the shoot-out?  How does this happen? 

(03/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Without a crystal ball, I could not even guess at the sequence of events that resulted in this outcome. I suspect this was a League decission and I'm not in a position to 
comment.  I recommend your Coach and/or Team Manager refer this question to an official with CMSA. 

(03/19/2008) Question 355: 
...when can I get a 2nd pach for the upcomming 08 outdoor season (black/white paches) 

(03/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
This subject was briefly commented on at the CDSRA March 18th ART Class.  The 'UNOFFICIAL' word is there are currently enough crests/badges to meet the 
demand for Refs Renewing and the anticipated number of new Refs.  Once ASA has filled this need (which I can guess would be Mid June), Our Local ASA Rep will 
order sufficient stock. 

(03/17/2008) Question 354: 



During one of our indoor tournament games (U16 tier 4), an attacker was running forwards toward the net to bring down a high ball and the keeper came 
out to punch out the ball. There was a collision and the attacker went into the boards. She ended up being down for around 20 minutes while we waited 
for an ambulance. There was approximatly 21-22 minutes remaining when the injury occured, however the clock continued to run until the 2 minute 
mark. We then had to play the last two minutes of the game. My question is, is having only getting to play about 3-4 minutes of the second half, is this 
considered enough time for the game to be considered legal, or could we have argued for a re-match because there was not enough of the game played? 

(03/18/2008) The Ref's Response: 
What constitute as a game deemed played is up to the league supplementary rules.  Many leagues have different rules when it comes to this.  The CMSA League rules 
and most of their Tournament rules are 2/3rds of the game, indoor or outdoor, constitutes as a game played. 

(03/12/2008) Question 353: 
A team is setting up a free kick which is within scoring distance from the goal.  Two players are standing ready to take the kick.  The first player runs up 
to the ball, doesn't touch it, and runs over the top of the ball.  The second player is following close behind and takes the shot.  Is this kind of fake 
allowed?  It is obviously a rehearsed set piece. 

(03/12/2008) The Ref's Response: 
You're correct, it is a '...set piece'.  You see this play at all levels from Minors up to the Professional Leagues, both Indoor and Outdoor.  Rule13 states 
that "...the kicker shall have five (5) seconds (indoor)to put the ball into play.".  Law 12 states that a player can be cautioned for "...excessively delaying 
the taking of a throw-in or free kick.".   The 'kicker' can be anyone on the attacking team that was awarded the free kick.  There is no mention regarding 
the activity of any of the kicker's teammates.   

(03/11/2008) Question 352: 
I recently awarded a penalty for an infringement in the penalty area and afterwards wondered if a red card should have been shown for denying a goal 
scoring opportunity.  An attacker broke through and ran towards the goal with a defender on her left hand side keeping pace.  As the attacker was about 
to shoot with her right foot,from about the penalty spot, the two players bumped just enough to put the attacker off balance and she was unable to get the 
shot off.  I saw this as the defender contacting the player before the ball, which was on the far side of the attacker.  The contact was not agressive, and 
may not have been intentional, but it did prevent the shot.  There was only the goalie to beat.  A red card would have been harsh but I wondered if a red 
card should have been shown as it was a definite goal scoring opportunity.  Do the rules allow some latitude in a case like this. 

(03/12/2008) The Ref's Response: 
My colleague and I had this discussion, and I oppologize if this gets long winded:  
First  - was the balled carrier fouled, or was this simply a 'fair challenge/charge'.  If the defender "...was not aggressive" and the intention was to make a 
play for the ball from the side (ie. not from behind) and the ball carrier succesfully 'shielded' the ball that resulted in the contact, then there is no foul and 
the penalty shot was not even warrented. 



Second - "The contact was not aggressive...", but the Ref observed the defender intentionally bumped the player with no intention of playing the ball (ie. 
attempted to 'Charge' or 'Tackle' the ball carrier which is a foul). When you mentioned "There was only the goalie to beat.", it tells us that it was a 
definite 'shot on goal' opportunity and a good chance at a scoring opportunity, but it is not a OBVIOUS goal scoring opportunity.  Therefore only a 
penalty shot is awarded. 
Third  - The defender was overly aggressive and had no intention of playing the ball (ie. again attempted to 'Charge' or 'Tackle'), again it is not 
a OBVIOUS goal scoring opportunity but the Ref may choose to show a Blue Card.  If the penalty shot is successful, the defender is relieved.  If not, the 
team plays short for two minutes. 
Fourth - Similar to the Second or Third statement, except the Keeper is out of position and there is nothing between the ball carrier and the goal, there is 
there is no question that the defender would be dismissed for Denying a OBVIOUS Goal Scoring Opportunity  for a PENAL OFFENCE (See Rule/Law 
12) 
Lastly - If the ball carrier had gotten ahead of the defender directly infront of the goal, and the defender made an attempt to 'tackle' from behind, again 
there is no question that the defender would be dismissed for Denying a OBVIOUS Goal Scoring Opportunity  for a PENAL OFFENCE (See Rule/Law 
12)  

(03/10/2008) Question 351: 
My question concerns cautions. When a team is a player short in an indoor game for a player receiving a yellow card and they then recieve a subequent 
blue card for a foul (so it is now a 5 on 3 situation); how long should be served by the players in the penalty box? Is it 4 minutes for the yellow card and 
two for the blue (unless goals are scored) from the time of the foul?   We (the team) were informed that the second player (the player you recieved the 
blue card when we were down a player due the yellow but no goal had been conceded) had to go to the box and that his time would not start until the first 
player (cautioned with a yellow) finished his penalty. 

(03/10/2008) The Ref's Response: 
I'm not sure why the AR made this comment.  Unless there are three players from the same team in the box, the two Time Penalties are served 
similtaneously, not consecutively.  If a goal is scored against the penalized team, then the person serving the Double Minor would benefit first from the 
relief of the goal scored. 

(02/27/2008) Question 350: 
I fully understand and support the zero tolerance of abuse towards our young referees.  I'm wondering if this abuse also applies to players by parents.  I 
recently walked back to the referee\'s changing room and witnessed a father admonishing his daughter in an unbelievably loud voice for playing poorly. 
 This was in front of her team and other parents.  I'm sure we were all embarrassed for the little girl and uncomfortable with the situation.  Do you have 
any suggestions as to how a referee should handle, if at all, this kind of situation. 

(03/06/2008) The Ref's Response: 



This a very sensitive subject.  The strict letter of the Rules/Laws states the Ref has authority to enforce the Rules .... in connection to the game.  This 
includes the conduct of spectators.  But the reality is you need to be VERY sure you have read the situation right - and that you have an idea how the 
parent will react. 
The second option you have is to say something to the coach, if you are comfortable with discussing this subject with the coach.  Again be careful as you 
may be perceived as a concerned parent rather than a Ref. 
The third option you have is to submit your concern to the league and/or club.  CMSA and most, if not all, clubs have a very strict policy regarding the 
conduct of parents towards Refs, Coaches, Players, and other spectators.  I've seen parents banned from attending games for such conduct.   
If you are at all unsure how this discussion will be perceived, I'd choose the third option.  With any option you choose, also note it on JUST PLAY.  

(03/02/2008) Question 349: 
....why if you are hurt you need to stay down on the ground and not go to the bench.? 

(03/03/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The player's 'need to stay down' is a signal to the Ref and/or AR that they either requires assistance to get off the field of play, or getting off under their 
own power would be slow which would place themselves or other players at risk of further injury.  The only method to do either safely is to have the play 
stopped. 

(03/02/2008) Question 348: 
In reference to Question 347:   In outdoor does the team play a player short for the second half? 

(03/03/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If the term 'player' is the literal definition, then YES the team plays short in the seoond half.  If the Term 'player' is the general definition, then it depends 
if the 'player' was a player on the field of play or a substitute.  If the 'player' is a substitute, the team DOES NOT play short on the field, but does play 
with one less substitute. 

(03/02/2008) Question 347: 
If the referee red cards a player and dismisses him/her from the field during half time is the 5 minute penalty still served. 

(03/03/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If the Red card is for one of the 7 offences list in Rule 12, then the team must serve the 5 minute major time penalty in the second half (note: the team 
does not need to send a player to the box).  If the Red Card is for a second Yellow, then the team plays short for only 4 minute/Double Minor 
Misconduct. 

(03/01/2008) Question 346: 
If I call a 3-line pass but then realise that i made a mistake how should play be restarted? 



(03/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The proper restart is a drop ball.  You may also request to the teams that fair play would be in order and the one team kick the ball back to the other 
team's defence. 

(02/28/2008) Question 345: 
I'm interested in your view as to how strict the laws should be applied in a one sided game at the U10 or U12 level.  I was AR for a GU12 game and at 5-
0 had stopped putting goals scored on the scoreboard.  In the last few minutes of the game a losing defender ran into the ball just outside the defensive 
line and knocked it back to her keeper who picked it up.  I made eye contact with the ref and indicated a handball and while we both looked at each other 
neither of us wanted to call it.  Did we take a learning opportunity away from the teams or can we show some compassion at this level when one side is 
well and truly beaten? 

(03/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
You can show both compassion and present this as a learning opportunity.  Let the player, goal tender, and posibly the coach know at the earliest 
opportunity you did not call the hand ball, even though it was in violation of the Indoor Rules of Soccer, in the interest of game management.  And in any 
other game, it would have been called. 

(02/27/2008) Question 344: 
Now you've piqued my interest.  In questions 340 & 312 I understand your logic if the blue is upgraded to a yellow as the players go to the 
box.  However can a blue be upgraded to a yellow after the play has started?  Surely the dissent after play has started is a completely separate offence and 
it is too late to upgrade the previous penalty which has already begun. 

(03/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Your question has raised a few eyebrows.  The consensus I've received so far is the rules are not clear on this situation as it is described.  The Rules do 
state that if a "...second offence...after the restart" is committed, the Yellow Card is shown and the Time Penalty start when the 2 minute minor has 
expired (ie. potentially the player is in the box for 6 mins).  However the way the question was submitted leaves doubt that this is NOT a "second 
offence", it's still part of the first offence and the AR was just late in calling the Ref over.   
In the case of the latter, a correction in the restart.  Teams are 6 on 5 until such time the 2 min misconduct has expired.  Then at the next stoppage,  the 
one player is released, and the player that received the Yellow card serves the remainder of the Double Minor. 
Please note that this answer is still not official.  Our senior Ref has submitted this to ASA for their interpretation of the Rules. 

(02/27/2008) Question 343: 
I would like to look into finding out how to get registered to referee in Calgary.  I was a level 3 back in Ontario.  I have not registered since 
2005 because with moving here in October 2006 I didn't have the time in the summer 2006 to referee since I traveling back and forth to find a place to 



live.  Any information would be a help. 

(02/27/2008) The Ref's Response: 
You'll need to register with ASA (Alberta Soccer Association), and then contact the CSF (Calgary Soccer Federation) Ref Coordinator to get your name 
on the Ref Manager Website.  It's a bit late for the Indoor season, but the outdoor season is only month and a half away.  So once you are registered and 
have your name on the Ref Manager Website, you can sign up for the outdoor refresher where all other details will be explained. 

(02/27/2008) Question 341: 
Can you explain when to call a slide tackle in indoor.  I've seen yellow cards given for fairly innocent looking tackles and nothing given for agressive 
looking tackles.  I'm wondering if there are different rules for different leagues e.g. CO-ED v CUSA? 

(02/27/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, rules are different.  The CO-ED league DOES NOT allow slide tackles and players guilty of this offense are cautioned.  This is stated in the CO-ED 
2007-08 Indoor Supplimental Regulations. 
In all other leagues the player is NOT cautioned for a slide tackle.  However in the judgement of the Ref, the player may be cautioned for playing in a 
dangerous manner.  Some  indicators may be, but not limited to: the defender's feet/legs are NOT down low on the turf; the defender's action plays the 
ball and the motion carries through to take out the attacker as well (note: this is as opposed to the defender plays the ball and then the attacker simply runs 
into/over the defender);  the attackers direction of play is towards the boards with no time to recover, and to some extend the skill level of the teams.   

(02/27/2008) Question 340: 
With regard to question 312 when player A time expires doesn\'t player B starts serving his double minor and the goals scored and time expired are dealt 
in accordance to a double minor rather than being allowed on the field when the goal is scored?  

(02/27/2008) The Ref's Response: 
In Question 312, the Ref showed the BLUE card as a warning to both players to 'cool down', before the situation esculates into a cautionable or send off 
offence (ie. In outdoor, the players would be just taken aside for a brief discussion).  Player B did not heed that warning and therefore Player B's BLUE 
card was upgraded to a YELLOW, and the time penalty was also changed from 2 minuite to a  4 minute (aka 'double minor'). 

(02/26/2008) Question 339: 
I refereed a mens over 30 indoor game and during the game there were alot whistles blown for fouls and cards were given. After the game as myself and 
the other ref  stepped  off the field  one the players approached us and started to verbally attack us. Are we as refs allowed to do anything after the game? 

(02/24/2008) The Ref's Response: 
DEFINITELY!!!  Rules of Indoor Soccer Rule # 5  states "Each match is controlled by a referee who has full authority to enforce the Rules of Indoor Soccer in 
connection  with the match to which he has been appointed."  Logically you wouldn't show the player a card.  But you can note a card on the Game Sheet.  If a RED 



card is warrented, you can ask the Team Manager/Coach for the Player's card.  If your request is refused, note the Red Card on the game sheet and in the comment 
section advise the league that the RED Card was given for conduct after the game and the Team Manager/Coach refused to provide the player's card, then let the 
league deal with it. 

(02/24/2008) Question 338: 
When you have quilliefied to be a ref what do you get after the cource? 

(02/24/2008) The Ref's Response: 
You should receive a letter from ASA (Alberta Soccer Association) welcoming you and it should also contain a badge.  If you'd like to inquire regarding 
your qualifications, you can contact them Toll Free 1.866.250.2200. 

(02/21/2008) Question 337: 
Red #13 is attacking with Red #11 to his left.  White defender #2 challenges red #13 with a slide tackle just as ted #13 passes the ball to res #11.  Red #13 
is brought down but the advantage was applied with a flying card.  Red #11 scores on the advantage and during the stoppage white #2 is cautioned for 
USB. 
Does white #2 serve the double minor or is the first 2 minutes eliminated by the scoring of the goal?  

(02/21/2008) The Ref's Response: 
In summary:  White #2 is assessed a YELLOW card by the Ref;  because Red team has an advantage called, the Ref holds up a 'flying card' (ie. Blue) to 
see how the advantage plays out; the advantage results in a goal scored and play is stopped; White #2 is shown the YELLOW card which is be recorded 
(ie. if this player receives a second YELLOW, the player is dismissed, or depending on league regulations the player could receive game suspensions 
based on the number of YELLOW cards received); accompanying the YELLOW card is 4 min time penalty which consists two 2 minute consecutive 
time penalties, or commonly referred to as a "Double Minor Misconduct" (Rule #12 2007/2008 Rules of Indoor Soccer);  the first 2 minutes of the Time 
Penalty is forgiven because a goal was scored against the White Team;  White #2 has 2 minutes left to serve on the Time Penalty in the box.  

(02/19/2008) Question 336: 
At a the tournament this past weekend, the referee allowed several direct hits on the goalie with no verbal discussion or penalties applied to the offender. 
 In one instance the goalie was hurt and required medical attention.  Can you please clarify the rule(s) on this situation. 

(02/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The Rules/Laws of the Game regarding "direct" contact are the same for any player on the field.  If the direct contact is reckless, and/or shows intention 
to play the opponent and not the ball, then it is a foul or a cautionable offence.   
However because the Keeper is often more vunerable to injury from a direct contact, Ref's in general will call this action a bit tighter than they would for 
a player to player contact.   



(02/19/2008) Question 335: 
At a recent men's game an attacker broke clear and was running with the ball directly towards the opponent's goal.  The goalkeeper came running off the 
line, dropped low, very agressively and deliberately slid into the attacker's feet, and took out the ball and the attacker resulting in a crunching collision. 
 This occurred outside the penalty area.  Both players were hurt and the game was stopped for several minutes.  The well respected referee dropped the 
ball to restart the game while I was expecting a red card to the goalkeeper for sfp.  Please help me understand how two referees can see an incident so 
differently. 

(02/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Without being there to see the event, or having a video to watch, this is difficult to give a yes or no answer to.  However I will take the description 
literally.   
 
First there are two (2) refs on the field: the Ref in the middle and the AR.  If the AR saw something, that Ref can call over the Ref in the middle to 
discuss.  The final decision though is with the Ref in the middle.   
Secondly the keeper "...slid into the attacker's feet, and took out the ball...".  For the Keeper defending a breakaway, that is the best defence provided the 
keeper slid into the attacker with both feet down and the soles/legs not directed at the attacking player to block the travel of the ball.  In this case the 
attacker also has the obligation to avoid a "crunching" collision.  If the keeper delibrately did more than just try to take out the ball, ie. coming in hard 
and reckless enough or soles/legs directed straight at the attacking player's feet or legs to take out the attacking player, and the attacking player had no 
chance to avoid a "crunching" collision, then a card may be warrented.   
 
So the description of the event would conclude that NO FOUL was committed and the stoppage was the result of injury.  I suspect the Ref though 
explained to both players to remind them that both have to be able to work at their day job the next day. 

(02/19/2008) Question 334: 
At a kick off a player from the team kicking off ran forwards over the centre line, after I blew the whistle but before the ball was kicked, and played the 
ball.  I stopped play, gave the player a verbal warning and restarted with another kick off.  Should I have shown a blue card straight away and was the 
restart correct? 

(02/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
At the beginning of the half or after a goal, this is the correct restart. 
 
In general, the player that crossed the line usually has done so in error by mis-timing the touch by the teammate and you are correct to 'educate' the player 
on the proper restart procedure.  If you do so in a manner both teams understand why, which is usually quite evendent, the second time this happens you 



can assess if the player is intentionally trying to delay the restart and show a card. 

(02/19/2008) Question 333: 
Do the rules say anything about an attacking player moving backwards and forwards in front of a goalkeeper just prior to a free kick being taken just 
outside the penalty area.  The defending teams coaches were claiming such movement is not allowed.  The attacking player was obviously trying to 
distract the keeper and succeeded as a goal was scored with the keeper unable to see the ball.  There was no contact between the players.  What 
parameters does a referee use to judge if an offence has been committed? 

(02/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Commonly referred to as 'Screening the Keeper', this is part of the game.  However there are limits, and it is the judgement of the Ref to determine if the 
attacker(s) is simply 'screening' or trying to gain an unfair advantage.  Some 'parameters' that the Ref may use, but not limited to, is: the attacker is 
waving his/her arms and/or hands to create a distraction; the attacker is facing the keeper as opposed to the play; the attacker's movements are impeding 
the keeper's and/or defender's movements;  using certain spoken words to distract the keeper and/or defender; to name a few. 

(02/11/15) Question 332: 
I have now refereed a number of adult games and it appears widespread that players and coaches seem to think it is not a foul as long as the ball is played 
first even if the tackler follows through and makes significant contact with the player in possession.  I have called a number of fouls where the player in 
possession has been bruised, knocked over or even injured.  These calls get howls of protest from the offending team and often leads to further discipline. 
 Is there some way we can clarify this rule with coaches and players so that this point of contention can be removed from the game. 

(02/11/15) The Ref's Response: 
There will always be coaches and players who are unaware of the Rules/Laws of the game.  Not sure that is changing any time soon.  You'll see this right 
through to the professional leagues. 
 
It then comes down to the 'Man Management' part of the Ref's job.  If you explain to the coach/player that, in your best judgement, excessive force was 
used in the tackle which is listed as a 'Foul' and in the extreme case a Cautionable offence.  Some will accept that explanation, some will argue.  But in 
the end it's the Ref's decision that counts.  For those that don't, I say to them that if they are firm in their belief that they can pass along their comments on 
the Ref evaluation form. 
 
Also remember the Players/Coaches view point.  As Refs we all have our level of tolerance, and that is not necessarily uniform throughout.  As part of 
your 'Man Management' you need to have them understand YOUR level of tolerance, which is usually indicated by YOUR consistant calls.  

(02/11/15) Question 331: 



I sometimes have not been able to find my games in the Just Play list.  I'm suspecting that if one official fills in the Just Play form then it is taken off the 
list. Should only the R fill this form in; even though there is also input from the AR?  If I fill in this form as the AR do I then prevent the R from also 
sending in his comments? 

(02/11/15) The Ref's Response: 
I too have encountered games on the Just Play site that are not listed.  But the explanation I received from the league was because the information was not 
provided, or not provided with the correct info (ie. wrong date, etc.) to the Just Play Administrators. 
The games that are uploaded properly are visable.  The only thing that is affected by your colleague entering info first is that the winner and the position 
are already selected.  The stats you input are associated with your login. 
If a particular game is missing and you'd like to enter the stats, please contact the League and advise them of the missing game. 

(02/11/2008) Question 330: 
This is a follow up to question 321 regarding players wearing different colour socks on each leg.  I am also bothered by this as I interpret it as an 
unsporting ploy to distract the other team. 
The CUSA Discipline Code book, on page 19, defines uniforms as a distinctive set of clothes for all team players consisting of a jersey, shorts and socks 
of uniform colour and design. 
Does this definition not imply socks are to be the same colour? 

(02/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The term "...uniform color and design" refers to the team, not the player.  The response in question 321: "The uniform must be same for all players, with 
the exception of the Keeper." implies that if all players are wearing a different colour sock on each foot, the TEAM SOCKS are "...of uniform colour and 
design" provided they are all wearing the same coloured sock on each respective foot.  If some players are wearing the same coloured socks, or a colour 
other than those worn by their team mates, then they NOT of uniform colour and design. 

(02/11/2008) Question 329: 
In the AR's box in indoor soccer there is a telephone to call for security if the officials have to deal with unruly spectators.  Do the soccer centres actually 
have security personnel available or does this line go to the staff at the front reception desk.  I am asking this as the staff are often young people and it 
may not be reasonable to ask them to deal with an ugly situation.  Spectators causing a problem are often emotional upset and exhibiting unacceptable 
behaviour. 

(02/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
I referred this question to the General Manager of the Calgary Soccer Center: 



"The writer is correct. It goes to the front kiosk for our Building attendants. They are not security. If there is an unruly fan/player that appears to be a 
threat then you would then ask BA's to call police. My staff IS NOT THERE to act as bouncers." 

The key word in his reply is "THREAT".  The Ref will discuss this with the CSC Staff.  If they are not willing to take on this task, the next persons I 
would go to is the coaches and advise that the game is stopped until such time the spectator is removed from the building.  Most coaches will know who 
the spectator is and take action before the Ref is forced to abandon the game.  Then failing that, the last resort is for the BA's to call the police. 

(02/11/2008) Question 328: 
IF A PLAYER IS SUBED AND THE PLAYER WHO COMES IS NOT ON THE REFS LIST CAN THE SUBED PLAYER COME BACK ON ? 

(02/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
In theory, this should never happen.  The Ref can not knowingly allow the person to come on the field if that person's name is not on the team list for the 
game. 
 
But in the event a mistake is made, not only can the player come back on, the player MUST come back on because the substitution was never made.  In 
order for the substitution to be complete, both names must be on the Team list for the game. 

(02/05/2008) Question 327: 
Feb. 3 we had our game at the Southeast Soccer center. We belong to the competitive U12A. In the game the opponent coach became the Assistant Ref. 
with out our consultation. Is this right? Especially when so many calls coming from him were against our team. Is this fair play? 

(02/02/06) The Ref's Response: 
It is recommended that Ref discuss 'game control' with the assistant before the first Kickoff.  If the assigned Ref does not show, then the Ref has to decide 
if he/she will do both roles, or ask for a Parent/Coach volunteer.  Ref's are encouraged to discuss 'game control' with both Team Managers so both team 
players and coaches understand how challenging this situation is and the Ref will do the best he/she can. 
 
'Fair Play' is subjective.  The Ref  has the authority to agree or disagree with the AR's call, whether the AR is a Ref or a Parent/Coach Volunteer.  The 
Coach may have made the call, but it was the Ref that had to take the appropriate action.  I suspect the Ref in this case was new and may not have 
experienced this situation until now. 
 
Either way, I encourage you to go to the CMSA web site, place the cursor over "Club and Team Official's Area" and select Referee Evaluation.  Please 



don't look at this as a method of critizing a Ref, but a method for CSF to help the this Ref and others to become a better referees.  

(02/02/2008) Question 326: 
On the NW soccer centre fields I have seen corners taken from both the round spot close in to the goal and also from where two lines meet with a small 
dashed arc further away from the goal.  Please confirm where the corners should be taken from. 

(02/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Both are locations for a corner kick.  The 'Round Spot' is the location for the "Boarded" game, and where the end line and side line meet is the location 
for the "Boardless" game.  This is the case for both the NW soccer center or the East soccer center. 

(02/02/2008) Question 325: 
During a GU14 CMSA game the referee counted down 5 seconds for a free kick and when it was still not taken then awarded the kick to the other side.  I 
thought this was supposed to be a blue card for a delay of game, a two minute penalty, and the kick is retained by the penalized team.  Are there special 
rules for CMSA.  Can you please clarify? 

(02/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
By Rule number 8, ASA Indoor Rules of Soccer, your understanding is correct: 

On any start or restart, the team entitled to the kick has five (5) seconds to play the ball. 
In the event of taking more than five (5) seconds, the kicker is penalized by a two (2) minute minor misconduct penalty for delaying the restart. However, that team 
remains entitled to the restart 

The ref may have had this confused with the Laws of the Outdoor Game (if a Keeper delays the restart by more than 6 seconds, an indirect kick is 
awarded to the opposing team). 

(01/31/2008) Question 324: 
How far across the goal line does the ball have to go (indoor soccer) in order to be counted as a goal? 

(02/01/2008) The Ref's Response 
The "Rules of Indoor" and the 'Laws of Outdoor' state the same explanation: 

RULE 10 – The Method of Scoring  
Goal Scored  

A goal is scored when the whole of the ball passes over the goal line, between the goalposts and under the crossbar, provided that no infringement of the Rules of 
Indoor Soccer has been committed previously by the team scoring the goal. 



It is not a case of '...how far'.  If 100% of the ball has crossed the back side of the goal line, it is a goal.  The major difference in the Indoor game is that 
there is no AR in line of sight with the goal line.  Therefore it falls on the Ref to judge "Did 100% of the ball cross the line?".  If the Ref has any doubt, 
then the Ref should signal NO GOAL. 

(01/31/2008) Question 323: 
Following an attack an attacking player runs across the goal line and is off the field.  The goalie has possession of the ball in his hands, and unaware there 
is an attacker off the field behind him, drops the ball at his feet.  The attacker runs back onto the field, collects the ball and kicks it into the goal.  Is this a 
goal or should the goal be disallowed and the player cautioned for USB, either entering the field without the ref\'s permission or leaving the field to gain a 
tactical advantage.  An example of this is on youtube and the attacker is celebrating.  However it does not show the restart so the ref\'s decision is not 
known. 

(01/31/2008) The Ref's Response: 
This one is actually pretty famous.  That clip made the youtube rounds a couple of times.  The answer is:  Goal, restart with kickoff.  The attacker left the 
field of play as a normal part of play.  This is analogous to running off the field to get around a defender.  There is no problem with doing it.  Also, if you 
have left the field in this manner you are implicitly judged to have permission to re-enter the field.  There is definitely nothing unsporting about it.  The 
goalkeeper should know better. 

(01/22/2008) Question 322: 
I have just finished the indoor conversion course ...  I understand, I have to shadow/sit-in on two games before I can ref and I must have a for for the 
referee to fill out.  Where can I get the form and once I have completed the sit-in sessions, who do I contact in regards to scheduling? 

(01/22/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Forms for shadowing are supposed to be in the referee rooms at either soccer centre.  If not, you can write down the game details on a piece of paper 
along with your name and have the referee sign it when you are finished sitting in for both games.  Leave it in the ref room with the gamesheets.  
 
To be scheduled you must submit an availability form through the referee manager by the 10th of every month if you want to be assigned games for the 
following month.   

(01/21/2008) Question 321: 
I've seen a couple of instances where the individual players wear a different colour socks on each leg.  As a referee I find this very distracting and I'm 
sure the opposition does also.  Is there anything in the rules to say both socks must be the same colour.  As a ref am I within my rights to ask the players 
to change their socks.  The last time I saw this the players had one red and one white sock.  At the very least they could switch socks so that each player 



had either both white or both red; perhaps a compromise to at least let the game go ahead. 

(01/22/2008) The Ref's Response: 
I can see nothing in the Rules and/or Laws of the game that would prohibit a team from doing this.  The only item is that the Jersey, Shorts, and Socks 
should be distingtive from the opposing team, Referee, and the Assistant Referee.  The uniform must be same for all players, with the exception of the 
Keeper. 

(01/16/2008) Question 320: 
I have a daughter that is thinking about taking a refereeing course and she would like to know how much you get paid per game in the outdoor season, 
what do you get paid? 

(01/16/2008 The Ref's Response: 
The fees are published on the Calgary Soccer Federation Referee Website 

(01/12/2008) Question 319: 
while fighting in the corners, is there any time limit or restrictions other than the basic calls a ref would normally be required to make? 

(01/12/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If two Players are 'fighting' anywhere on the pitch, the play is stopped.   
 
However I'm going to boldly assume the term "fighting" is an opponents challenging for possession of the ball '...in the corner.  There is no specific 
statement in the Rules of Indoor Soccer regarding a 'Time Limit'. 
There are restrictions under Rule 12.  If the Player in possession of the ball is fouled but maintains possession, the Ref  may allow the play to continue.  If 
the Ref sees no advantage gained by allowing the play to continue, a free kick can be awarded.  The Ref may also call out an instruction to both players 
to let them know the foul was seen and to be careful, just to let both players know they are being watched. 
 
This holds true for anywhere on the field of play.  If the game is flowing well, Ref's will wait a few seconds to see what transpires before blowing the 
whistle.  If tensions are high, the Ref may blow the whistle immediately so that calmer heads can prevail. 

(01/07/2008) Question 318: 
During the course of the game one team received 3 bench minors.  These minors were served by player A, who had been injured.  With the third "blue" 
for the bench would player A be yellow carded?  

(01/08/2008) The Ref's Response: 



Rule 12 states "A player is cautioned ....is assessed a 3rd minor misconduct time penalty".  "Player A" wasn't shown any "Blue Cards", the bench was shown 
the Blue Card. So Player A could not be Yellow Carded.  However the Bench can be Yellow Carded and this should be noted on the Game Sheet.   I 
suspect the league would be in contact with the coach. 

(04/16/2008) Question 361: 
...on a delayed blue card and i know not recomended but delayed yellow card, if the team that was victim of the foul scores do they still get the 
powerplay? 

(04/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If the Ref decides to indicate a delayed penalty, then the Ref must see an advantage to the attacking team that should be played out.  If the advantage 
results in a goal scored, then the time assessed for the card would be in accordance to the Rules of Indoor Soccer.  So then the following time assess 
would result: 
- If there is a player already in the box serving a Minor or Double-Minor and the team is playing short, their current 2 minute time would be relived. 
- If the delayed penalty is for a Red Card offense, and the play can go on, then the team is serving a 5 minute with no relief. 
- If  the box is empty, then the offending player is relived of the first 2 minutes.   
It may be wise to note your decission on the game sheet 

(04/12/2008) Question 360: 
if a fan doesnt want to leave the field what does the referee do ?? 

(04/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The conduct of the spectators are the TEAMS responsibility, not yours.  Assuming your actions described in Question 359 do not produce a positive 
result, you make it clear to both coaches (ie. I suspect even though you may think you know the team responsibly, you need to be sure), preferably in 
a loud enough voice that the spectators hear as well, that the game will not be restarted until the particular spectator has left the park.  In the very 
unlikely event neither coach takes action, after the appropriate waiting period the game is abandoned.   
 
After the game is complete, it is important to submit a Misconduct Form with your game report.  If you are a member of the CDSRA, this was near 
the top of the list from our Presisdent and the Referees Affairs Committee.  

(04/12/2008) Question 359: 
if the fan started to swear at you do you go and kick them out or do you talk to there coach?? 

(04/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 



Quite often the spectators are not on the same side of the field as the team.  So talking to the coach is an option, and I'd say a good one if the team is 
on the same side as the spectators, but may not be as affective as the Ref talking to the spectator.  However the Ref should anticipate the reaction of 
the spectator (ie. is he/she just caught up in the moment, or are they acting this way intentionally).  If the Ref does chooses to speak to the spectatator, 
make it brief.  Point out that their actions are inappropriate (especially if this is a Minor's game) and to please refrain.  The Ref is not there to debate 
calls etc. with a spectator and you may wish to make that clear to the spectator, again depending on how you perceive that comment would be taken. 

(04/01/2008) Question 358: 
During a CUSA womens game that was getting a little emotional (just enough to up the tempo with out injuries), the ball was rolling back to the 
goalie with an attacker bearing down but it appeared to me that the goalie was going to beat her. My attention then was either distracted to another 
something  
on the field (perhaps a sub request) or I just had already shifted upfield anticipating the play. When I suddenly looked back to see the attacker slide 
tackling to beat the goalie to the ball. The keeper did pick it up (after the slide tackle had started) but took a tackle to the ankle and went down. 
Naturally, the defending team was outraged. I viewed this as a case of perhaps a bit of carelessness but the slide was made when the ball was still 50-
50 but made contact after it was scooped up. I confered with my AR who confirmed they saw her sliding before it was picked up. THat is the call I 
made and it was supported by the players/coaches after I explained. I have always wondered to this day if perhaps another ref would have made a 
different call. 

(04/01/2008) The Ref's Response: 
I trust this was a CWSA game, not CUSA.  Either way the Ref's reaction is the same. 

Bottom line: Players are responsible for their own actions. 
 
From the situation described, the attacker did not win the ball (or even make contact with it) and kicked the keeper.  As described, this is a foul. 
It's unclear is how severe the contact was:   

·  Severe enough to call? Caution? Dismiss? (ie. did the attacker slide in feet first or in a dangerous manner?) 
·  Trifling enough to leave the ball in the keepers hands and play on?   
·  Perhaps with a warning to the attacker to control her actions. 

  
Starting a slide does not absolve a player of the results of their actions.  How late the CONTACT is made is one of the measures of how 'careless' or 'reckless' an 
action is. 



(03/25/2008) Question 357: 
What are the rules in regards to screening or blocking the vision and actions of a goalkeeper?  

(03/26/2008) The Ref's Response: 
There is no rule regarding 'screening a keeper'.  However there are sections in the Rules of Indoor Soccer and the Laws of Outdoor Soccer regarding 
impeding and obstruction by a player on an opponent.  Impeding would be a player stepping into the path of an opponent with minimal or no 
opportunity to safely challenge for possession.  Obstruction would be a player: stepping into the path of an opponent with no intention of playing the 
ball (Note: there is a fine line between 'Shielding the ball' and obstruction); or intentionally waving an arm/hand in the opponent's face.  For example, 
the tactic of 'dummying the ball' is not obstruction. 
 
'Screening a Keeper' is a common tactic used in the Indoor Game, because there is no offside.  In the outdoor game the main opportunity to 'Screen a 
Keeper' is on a Corner Kick.  So the Ref must determine if the attacking team player is 'Screening', or or is the player guilty of Impeding and/or 
Obstruction.  One indicator may be did the player take a position and stay there, or did the player move with the keeper, with no intention or 
opportunity to play the ball, forcing the keeper to take a wider path. 

(03/19/2008) Question 356: 
We recently played a tournament game which ran into a shoot-out.  Our team won.  Two CMSA referees were on hand to witness the game.  The 
opposing team accepted the loss .... at the time.  Then 3 days later, without discussing it with our Coach, we were told to be at the field at a certain 
time (one hour prior to the Gold game) as the Shoot-out was going to be \"Re-done\".  This was absolutely insane.  And even more disappointing 
when our team lost the 2nd shoot-out.  Can you please explain how 2 CMSA Referees witness the shoot-out, call the win (which didn\'t seem to be a 
problem at the time), put it in the books and 3 days later they retract their decision?  And why wasn\'t out Coach included in the discussions that lead 
to the final decision to re-do the shoot-out?  How does this happen? 

(03/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Without a crystal ball, I could not even guess at the sequence of events that resulted in this outcome. I suspect this was a League decission and I'm not in a 
position to comment.  I recommend your Coach and/or Team Manager refer this question to an official with CMSA. 

(03/19/2008) Question 355: 
...when can I get a 2nd pach for the upcomming 08 outdoor season (black/white paches) 

(03/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
This subject was briefly commented on at the CDSRA March 18th ART Class.  The 'UNOFFICIAL' word is there are currently enough crests/badges to meet the 
demand for Refs Renewing and the anticipated number of new Refs.  Once ASA has filled this need (which I can guess would be Mid June), Our Local ASA Rep 



will order sufficient stock. 

(03/17/2008) Question 354: 
During one of our indoor tournament games (U16 tier 4), an attacker was running forwards toward the net to bring down a high ball and the keeper 
came out to punch out the ball. There was a collision and the attacker went into the boards. She ended up being down for around 20 minutes while we 
waited for an ambulance. There was approximatly 21-22 minutes remaining when the injury occured, however the clock continued to run until the 2 
minute mark. We then had to play the last two minutes of the game. My question is, is having only getting to play about 3-4 minutes of the second 
half, is this considered enough time for the game to be considered legal, or could we have argued for a re-match because there was not enough of the 
game played? 

(03/18/2008) The Ref's Response: 
What constitute as a game deemed played is up to the league supplementary rules.  Many leagues have different rules when it comes to this.  The CMSA League 
rules and most of their Tournament rules are 2/3rds of the game, indoor or outdoor, constitutes as a game played. 

(03/12/2008) Question 353: 
A team is setting up a free kick which is within scoring distance from the goal.  Two players are standing ready to take the kick.  The first player runs 
up to the ball, doesn't touch it, and runs over the top of the ball.  The second player is following close behind and takes the shot.  Is this kind of fake 
allowed?  It is obviously a rehearsed set piece. 

(03/12/2008) The Ref's Response: 
You're correct, it is a '...set piece'.  You see this play at all levels from Minors up to the Professional Leagues, both Indoor and Outdoor.  Rule13 states 
that "...the kicker shall have five (5) seconds (indoor)to put the ball into play.".  Law 12 states that a player can be cautioned for "...excessively 
delaying the taking of a throw-in or free kick.".   The 'kicker' can be anyone on the attacking team that was awarded the free kick.  There is no 
mention regarding the activity of any of the kicker's teammates.   

(03/11/2008) Question 352: 
I recently awarded a penalty for an infringement in the penalty area and afterwards wondered if a red card should have been shown for denying a goal 
scoring opportunity.  An attacker broke through and ran towards the goal with a defender on her left hand side keeping pace.  As the attacker was 
about to shoot with her right foot,from about the penalty spot, the two players bumped just enough to put the attacker off balance and she was unable 
to get the shot off.  I saw this as the defender contacting the player before the ball, which was on the far side of the attacker.  The contact was not 
agressive, and may not have been intentional, but it did prevent the shot.  There was only the goalie to beat.  A red card would have been harsh but I 
wondered if a red card should have been shown as it was a definite goal scoring opportunity.  Do the rules allow some latitude in a case like this. 

(03/12/2008) The Ref's Response: 



My colleague and I had this discussion, and I oppologize if this gets long winded:  
First  - was the balled carrier fouled, or was this simply a 'fair challenge/charge'.  If the defender "...was not aggressive" and the intention was to make 
a play for the ball from the side (ie. not from behind) and the ball carrier succesfully 'shielded' the ball that resulted in the contact, then there is no foul 
and the penalty shot was not even warrented. 
Second - "The contact was not aggressive...", but the Ref observed the defender intentionally bumped the player with no intention of playing the ball 
(ie. attempted to 'Charge' or 'Tackle' the ball carrier which is a foul). When you mentioned "There was only the goalie to beat.", it tells us that it was a 
definite 'shot on goal' opportunity and a good chance at a scoring opportunity, but it is not a OBVIOUS goal scoring opportunity.  Therefore only a 
penalty shot is awarded. 
Third  - The defender was overly aggressive and had no intention of playing the ball (ie. again attempted to 'Charge' or 'Tackle'), again it is not 
a OBVIOUS goal scoring opportunity but the Ref may choose to show a Blue Card.  If the penalty shot is successful, the defender is relieved.  If not, 
the team plays short for two minutes. 
Fourth - Similar to the Second or Third statement, except the Keeper is out of position and there is nothing between the ball carrier and the goal, 
there is there is no question that the defender would be dismissed for Denying a OBVIOUS Goal Scoring Opportunity  for a PENAL OFFENCE (See 
Rule/Law 12) 
Lastly - If the ball carrier had gotten ahead of the defender directly infront of the goal, and the defender made an attempt to 'tackle' from behind, 
again there is no question that the defender would be dismissed for Denying a OBVIOUS Goal Scoring Opportunity  for a PENAL OFFENCE (See 
Rule/Law 12)  

(03/10/2008) Question 351: 
My question concerns cautions. When a team is a player short in an indoor game for a player receiving a yellow card and they then recieve a 
subequent blue card for a foul (so it is now a 5 on 3 situation); how long should be served by the players in the penalty box? Is it 4 minutes for the 
yellow card and two for the blue (unless goals are scored) from the time of the foul?   We (the team) were informed that the second player (the player 
you recieved the blue card when we were down a player due the yellow but no goal had been conceded) had to go to the box and that his time would 
not start until the first player (cautioned with a yellow) finished his penalty. 

(03/10/2008) The Ref's Response: 
I'm not sure why the AR made this comment.  Unless there are three players from the same team in the box, the two Time Penalties are served 
similtaneously, not consecutively.  If a goal is scored against the penalized team, then the person serving the Double Minor would benefit first from 
the relief of the goal scored. 

(02/27/2008) Question 350: 



I fully understand and support the zero tolerance of abuse towards our young referees.  I'm wondering if this abuse also applies to players by parents. 
 I recently walked back to the referee\'s changing room and witnessed a father admonishing his daughter in an unbelievably loud voice for playing 
poorly.  This was in front of her team and other parents.  I'm sure we were all embarrassed for the little girl and uncomfortable with the situation.  Do 
you have any suggestions as to how a referee should handle, if at all, this kind of situation. 

(03/06/2008) The Ref's Response: 
This a very sensitive subject.  The strict letter of the Rules/Laws states the Ref has authority to enforce the Rules .... in connection to the game.  This 
includes the conduct of spectators.  But the reality is you need to be VERY sure you have read the situation right - and that you have an idea how the 
parent will react. 
The second option you have is to say something to the coach, if you are comfortable with discussing this subject with the coach.  Again be careful as 
you may be perceived as a concerned parent rather than a Ref. 
The third option you have is to submit your concern to the league and/or club.  CMSA and most, if not all, clubs have a very strict policy regarding 
the conduct of parents towards Refs, Coaches, Players, and other spectators.  I've seen parents banned from attending games for such conduct.   
If you are at all unsure how this discussion will be perceived, I'd choose the third option.  With any option you choose, also note it on JUST PLAY.  

(03/02/2008) Question 349: 
....why if you are hurt you need to stay down on the ground and not go to the bench.? 

(03/03/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The player's 'need to stay down' is a signal to the Ref and/or AR that they either requires assistance to get off the field of play, or getting off under 
their own power would be slow which would place themselves or other players at risk of further injury.  The only method to do either safely is to have 
the play stopped. 

(03/02/2008) Question 348: 
In reference to Question 347:   In outdoor does the team play a player short for the second half? 

(03/03/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If the term 'player' is the literal definition, then YES the team plays short in the seoond half.  If the Term 'player' is the general definition, then it 
depends if the 'player' was a player on the field of play or a substitute.  If the 'player' is a substitute, the team DOES NOT play short on the field, but 
does play with one less substitute. 

(03/02/2008) Question 347: 
If the referee red cards a player and dismisses him/her from the field during half time is the 5 minute penalty still served. 



(03/03/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If the Red card is for one of the 7 offences list in Rule 12, then the team must serve the 5 minute major time penalty in the second half (note: the team 
does not need to send a player to the box).  If the Red Card is for a second Yellow, then the team plays short for only 4 minute/Double Minor 
Misconduct. 

(03/01/2008) Question 346: 
If I call a 3-line pass but then realise that i made a mistake how should play be restarted? 

(03/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The proper restart is a drop ball.  You may also request to the teams that fair play would be in order and the one team kick the ball back to the other 
team's defence. 

(02/28/2008) Question 345: 
I'm interested in your view as to how strict the laws should be applied in a one sided game at the U10 or U12 level.  I was AR for a GU12 game and at 
5-0 had stopped putting goals scored on the scoreboard.  In the last few minutes of the game a losing defender ran into the ball just outside the 
defensive line and knocked it back to her keeper who picked it up.  I made eye contact with the ref and indicated a handball and while we both looked 
at each other neither of us wanted to call it.  Did we take a learning opportunity away from the teams or can we show some compassion at this level 
when one side is well and truly beaten? 

(03/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
You can show both compassion and present this as a learning opportunity.  Let the player, goal tender, and posibly the coach know at the earliest 
opportunity you did not call the hand ball, even though it was in violation of the Indoor Rules of Soccer, in the interest of game management.  And in 
any other game, it would have been called. 

(02/27/2008) Question 344: 
Now you've piqued my interest.  In questions 340 & 312 I understand your logic if the blue is upgraded to a yellow as the players go to the 
box.  However can a blue be upgraded to a yellow after the play has started?  Surely the dissent after play has started is a completely separate offence 
and it is too late to upgrade the previous penalty which has already begun. 

(03/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Your question has raised a few eyebrows.  The consensus I've received so far is the rules are not clear on this situation as it is described.  The Rules 
do state that if a "...second offence...after the restart" is committed, the Yellow Card is shown and the Time Penalty start when the 2 minute minor has 
expired (ie. potentially the player is in the box for 6 mins).  However the way the question was submitted leaves doubt that this is NOT a "second 



offence", it's still part of the first offence and the AR was just late in calling the Ref over.   
In the case of the latter, a correction in the restart.  Teams are 6 on 5 until such time the 2 min misconduct has expired.  Then at the next stoppage,  the 
one player is released, and the player that received the Yellow card serves the remainder of the Double Minor. 
Please note that this answer is still not official.  Our senior Ref has submitted this to ASA for their interpretation of the Rules. 

(02/27/2008) Question 343: 
I would like to look into finding out how to get registered to referee in Calgary.  I was a level 3 back in Ontario.  I have not registered since 
2005 because with moving here in October 2006 I didn't have the time in the summer 2006 to referee since I traveling back and forth to find a place to 
live.  Any information would be a help. 

(02/27/2008) The Ref's Response: 
You'll need to register with ASA (Alberta Soccer Association), and then contact the CSF (Calgary Soccer Federation) Ref Coordinator to get your 
name on the Ref Manager Website.  It's a bit late for the Indoor season, but the outdoor season is only month and a half away.  So once you are 
registered and have your name on the Ref Manager Website, you can sign up for the outdoor refresher where all other details will be explained. 

(02/27/2008) Question 341: 
Can you explain when to call a slide tackle in indoor.  I've seen yellow cards given for fairly innocent looking tackles and nothing given for agressive 
looking tackles.  I'm wondering if there are different rules for different leagues e.g. CO-ED v CUSA? 

(02/27/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, rules are different.  The CO-ED league DOES NOT allow slide tackles and players guilty of this offense are cautioned.  This is stated in the CO-
ED 2007-08 Indoor Supplimental Regulations. 
In all other leagues the player is NOT cautioned for a slide tackle.  However in the judgement of the Ref, the player may be cautioned for playing in a 
dangerous manner.  Some  indicators may be, but not limited to: the defender's feet/legs are NOT down low on the turf; the defender's action plays the 
ball and the motion carries through to take out the attacker as well (note: this is as opposed to the defender plays the ball and then the attacker simply 
runs into/over the defender);  the attackers direction of play is towards the boards with no time to recover, and to some extend the skill level of the 
teams.   

(02/27/2008) Question 340: 
With regard to question 312 when player A time expires doesn\'t player B starts serving his double minor and the goals scored and time expired are 
dealt in accordance to a double minor rather than being allowed on the field when the goal is scored?  

(02/27/2008) The Ref's Response: 



In Question 312, the Ref showed the BLUE card as a warning to both players to 'cool down', before the situation esculates into a cautionable or send 
off offence (ie. In outdoor, the players would be just taken aside for a brief discussion).  Player B did not heed that warning and therefore Player B's 
BLUE card was upgraded to a YELLOW, and the time penalty was also changed from 2 minuite to a  4 minute (aka 'double minor'). 

(02/26/2008) Question 339: 
I refereed a mens over 30 indoor game and during the game there were alot whistles blown for fouls and cards were given. After the game as myself 
and the other ref  stepped  off the field  one the players approached us and started to verbally attack us. Are we as refs allowed to do anything after the 
game? 

(02/24/2008) The Ref's Response: 
DEFINITELY!!!  Rules of Indoor Soccer Rule # 5  states "Each match is controlled by a referee who has full authority to enforce the Rules of Indoor Soccer 
in connection  with the match to which he has been appointed."  Logically you wouldn't show the player a card.  But you can note a card on the Game Sheet.  If a 
RED card is warrented, you can ask the Team Manager/Coach for the Player's card.  If your request is refused, note the Red Card on the game sheet and in the 
comment section advise the league that the RED Card was given for conduct after the game and the Team Manager/Coach refused to provide the player's card, 
then let the league deal with it. 

(02/24/2008) Question 338: 
When you have quilliefied to be a ref what do you get after the cource? 

(02/24/2008) The Ref's Response: 
You should receive a letter from ASA (Alberta Soccer Association) welcoming you and it should also contain a badge.  If you'd like to inquire 
regarding your qualifications, you can contact them Toll Free 1.866.250.2200. 

(02/21/2008) Question 337: 
Red #13 is attacking with Red #11 to his left.  White defender #2 challenges red #13 with a slide tackle just as ted #13 passes the ball to res #11.  Red 
#13 is brought down but the advantage was applied with a flying card.  Red #11 scores on the advantage and during the stoppage white #2 is 
cautioned for USB. 
Does white #2 serve the double minor or is the first 2 minutes eliminated by the scoring of the goal?  

(02/21/2008) The Ref's Response: 
In summary:  White #2 is assessed a YELLOW card by the Ref;  because Red team has an advantage called, the Ref holds up a 'flying card' (ie. Blue) 
to see how the advantage plays out; the advantage results in a goal scored and play is stopped; White #2 is shown the YELLOW card which is be 
recorded (ie. if this player receives a second YELLOW, the player is dismissed, or depending on league regulations the player could receive game 
suspensions based on the number of YELLOW cards received); accompanying the YELLOW card is 4 min time penalty which consists two 2 minute 



consecutive time penalties, or commonly referred to as a "Double Minor Misconduct" (Rule #12 2007/2008 Rules of Indoor Soccer);  the first 2 
minutes of the Time Penalty is forgiven because a goal was scored against the White Team;  White #2 has 2 minutes left to serve on the Time 
Penalty in the box.  

(02/19/2008) Question 336: 
At a the tournament this past weekend, the referee allowed several direct hits on the goalie with no verbal discussion or penalties applied to the 
offender.  In one instance the goalie was hurt and required medical attention.  Can you please clarify the rule(s) on this situation. 

(02/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The Rules/Laws of the Game regarding "direct" contact are the same for any player on the field.  If the direct contact is reckless, and/or shows 
intention to play the opponent and not the ball, then it is a foul or a cautionable offence.   
However because the Keeper is often more vunerable to injury from a direct contact, Ref's in general will call this action a bit tighter than they would 
for a player to player contact.   

(02/19/2008) Question 335: 
At a recent men's game an attacker broke clear and was running with the ball directly towards the opponent's goal.  The goalkeeper came running off 
the line, dropped low, very agressively and deliberately slid into the attacker's feet, and took out the ball and the attacker resulting in a crunching 
collision.  This occurred outside the penalty area.  Both players were hurt and the game was stopped for several minutes.  The well respected referee 
dropped the ball to restart the game while I was expecting a red card to the goalkeeper for sfp.  Please help me understand how two referees can see 
an incident so differently. 

(02/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Without being there to see the event, or having a video to watch, this is difficult to give a yes or no answer to.  However I will take the description 
literally.   
 
First there are two (2) refs on the field: the Ref in the middle and the AR.  If the AR saw something, that Ref can call over the Ref in the middle to 
discuss.  The final decision though is with the Ref in the middle.   
Secondly the keeper "...slid into the attacker's feet, and took out the ball...".  For the Keeper defending a breakaway, that is the best defence provided 
the keeper slid into the attacker with both feet down and the soles/legs not directed at the attacking player to block the travel of the ball.  In this case 
the attacker also has the obligation to avoid a "crunching" collision.  If the keeper delibrately did more than just try to take out the ball, ie. coming in 
hard and reckless enough or soles/legs directed straight at the attacking player's feet or legs to take out the attacking player, and the attacking player 
had no chance to avoid a "crunching" collision, then a card may be warrented.   



 
So the description of the event would conclude that NO FOUL was committed and the stoppage was the result of injury.  I suspect the Ref though 
explained to both players to remind them that both have to be able to work at their day job the next day. 

(02/19/2008) Question 334: 
At a kick off a player from the team kicking off ran forwards over the centre line, after I blew the whistle but before the ball was kicked, and played 
the ball.  I stopped play, gave the player a verbal warning and restarted with another kick off.  Should I have shown a blue card straight away and was 
the restart correct? 

(02/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
At the beginning of the half or after a goal, this is the correct restart. 
 
In general, the player that crossed the line usually has done so in error by mis-timing the touch by the teammate and you are correct to 'educate' the 
player on the proper restart procedure.  If you do so in a manner both teams understand why, which is usually quite evendent, the second time this 
happens you can assess if the player is intentionally trying to delay the restart and show a card. 

(02/19/2008) Question 333: 
Do the rules say anything about an attacking player moving backwards and forwards in front of a goalkeeper just prior to a free kick being taken just 
outside the penalty area.  The defending teams coaches were claiming such movement is not allowed.  The attacking player was obviously trying to 
distract the keeper and succeeded as a goal was scored with the keeper unable to see the ball.  There was no contact between the players.  What 
parameters does a referee use to judge if an offence has been committed? 

(02/19/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Commonly referred to as 'Screening the Keeper', this is part of the game.  However there are limits, and it is the judgement of the Ref to determine if 
the attacker(s) is simply 'screening' or trying to gain an unfair advantage.  Some 'parameters' that the Ref may use, but not limited to, is: the attacker is 
waving his/her arms and/or hands to create a distraction; the attacker is facing the keeper as opposed to the play; the attacker's movements are 
impeding the keeper's and/or defender's movements;  using certain spoken words to distract the keeper and/or defender; to name a few. 

(02/11/15) Question 332: 
I have now refereed a number of adult games and it appears widespread that players and coaches seem to think it is not a foul as long as the ball is 
played first even if the tackler follows through and makes significant contact with the player in possession.  I have called a number of fouls where the 
player in possession has been bruised, knocked over or even injured.  These calls get howls of protest from the offending team and often leads to 



further discipline.  Is there some way we can clarify this rule with coaches and players so that this point of contention can be removed from the game. 

(02/11/15) The Ref's Response: 
There will always be coaches and players who are unaware of the Rules/Laws of the game.  Not sure that is changing any time soon.  You'll see this 
right through to the professional leagues. 
 
It then comes down to the 'Man Management' part of the Ref's job.  If you explain to the coach/player that, in your best judgement, excessive force 
was used in the tackle which is listed as a 'Foul' and in the extreme case a Cautionable offence.  Some will accept that explanation, some will argue. 
 But in the end it's the Ref's decision that counts.  For those that don't, I say to them that if they are firm in their belief that they can pass along their 
comments on the Ref evaluation form. 
 
Also remember the Players/Coaches view point.  As Refs we all have our level of tolerance, and that is not necessarily uniform throughout.  As part of 
your 'Man Management' you need to have them understand YOUR level of tolerance, which is usually indicated by YOUR consistant calls.  

(02/11/15) Question 331: 
I sometimes have not been able to find my games in the Just Play list.  I'm suspecting that if one official fills in the Just Play form then it is taken off 
the list. Should only the R fill this form in; even though there is also input from the AR?  If I fill in this form as the AR do I then prevent the R from 
also sending in his comments? 

(02/11/15) The Ref's Response: 
I too have encountered games on the Just Play site that are not listed.  But the explanation I received from the league was because the information was 
not provided, or not provided with the correct info (ie. wrong date, etc.) to the Just Play Administrators. 
The games that are uploaded properly are visable.  The only thing that is affected by your colleague entering info first is that the winner and the 
position are already selected.  The stats you input are associated with your login. 
If a particular game is missing and you'd like to enter the stats, please contact the League and advise them of the missing game. 

(02/11/2008) Question 330: 
This is a follow up to question 321 regarding players wearing different colour socks on each leg.  I am also bothered by this as I interpret it as an 
unsporting ploy to distract the other team. 
The CUSA Discipline Code book, on page 19, defines uniforms as a distinctive set of clothes for all team players consisting of a jersey, shorts and 
socks of uniform colour and design. 
Does this definition not imply socks are to be the same colour? 



(02/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
The term "...uniform color and design" refers to the team, not the player.  The response in question 321: "The uniform must be same for all players, 
with the exception of the Keeper." implies that if all players are wearing a different colour sock on each foot, the TEAM SOCKS are "...of uniform 
colour and design" provided they are all wearing the same coloured sock on each respective foot.  If some players are wearing the same coloured 
socks, or a colour other than those worn by their team mates, then they NOT of uniform colour and design. 

(02/11/2008) Question 329: 
In the AR's box in indoor soccer there is a telephone to call for security if the officials have to deal with unruly spectators.  Do the soccer centres 
actually have security personnel available or does this line go to the staff at the front reception desk.  I am asking this as the staff are often young 
people and it may not be reasonable to ask them to deal with an ugly situation.  Spectators causing a problem are often emotional upset and exhibiting 
unacceptable behaviour. 

(02/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
I referred this question to the General Manager of the Calgary Soccer Center: 

"The writer is correct. It goes to the front kiosk for our Building attendants. They are not security. If there is an unruly fan/player that appears to be a 
threat then you would then ask BA's to call police. My staff IS NOT THERE to act as bouncers." 

The key word in his reply is "THREAT".  The Ref will discuss this with the CSC Staff.  If they are not willing to take on this task, the next persons I 
would go to is the coaches and advise that the game is stopped until such time the spectator is removed from the building.  Most coaches will know 
who the spectator is and take action before the Ref is forced to abandon the game.  Then failing that, the last resort is for the BA's to call the police. 

(02/11/2008) Question 328: 
IF A PLAYER IS SUBED AND THE PLAYER WHO COMES IS NOT ON THE REFS LIST CAN THE SUBED PLAYER COME BACK ON ? 

(02/13/2008) The Ref's Response: 
In theory, this should never happen.  The Ref can not knowingly allow the person to come on the field if that person's name is not on the team list for 
the game. 
 
But in the event a mistake is made, not only can the player come back on, the player MUST come back on because the substitution was never made. 
 In order for the substitution to be complete, both names must be on the Team list for the game. 



(02/05/2008) Question 327: 
Feb. 3 we had our game at the Southeast Soccer center. We belong to the competitive U12A. In the game the opponent coach became the Assistant 
Ref. with out our consultation. Is this right? Especially when so many calls coming from him were against our team. Is this fair play? 

(02/02/06) The Ref's Response: 
It is recommended that Ref discuss 'game control' with the assistant before the first Kickoff.  If the assigned Ref does not show, then the Ref has to 
decide if he/she will do both roles, or ask for a Parent/Coach volunteer.  Ref's are encouraged to discuss 'game control' with both Team Managers so 
both team players and coaches understand how challenging this situation is and the Ref will do the best he/she can. 
 
'Fair Play' is subjective.  The Ref  has the authority to agree or disagree with the AR's call, whether the AR is a Ref or a Parent/Coach Volunteer.  The 
Coach may have made the call, but it was the Ref that had to take the appropriate action.  I suspect the Ref in this case was new and may not have 
experienced this situation until now. 
 
Either way, I encourage you to go to the CMSA web site, place the cursor over "Club and Team Official's Area" and select Referee Evaluation. 
 Please don't look at this as a method of critizing a Ref, but a method for CSF to help the this Ref and others to become a better referees.  

(02/02/2008) Question 326: 
On the NW soccer centre fields I have seen corners taken from both the round spot close in to the goal and also from where two lines meet with a 
small dashed arc further away from the goal.  Please confirm where the corners should be taken from. 

(02/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Both are locations for a corner kick.  The 'Round Spot' is the location for the "Boarded" game, and where the end line and side line meet is the 
location for the "Boardless" game.  This is the case for both the NW soccer center or the East soccer center. 

(02/02/2008) Question 325: 
During a GU14 CMSA game the referee counted down 5 seconds for a free kick and when it was still not taken then awarded the kick to the other 
side.  I thought this was supposed to be a blue card for a delay of game, a two minute penalty, and the kick is retained by the penalized team.  Are 
there special rules for CMSA.  Can you please clarify? 

(02/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
By Rule number 8, ASA Indoor Rules of Soccer, your understanding is correct: 

On any start or restart, the team entitled to the kick has five (5) seconds to play the ball. 



In the event of taking more than five (5) seconds, the kicker is penalized by a two (2) minute minor misconduct penalty for delaying the restart. However, that 
team remains entitled to the restart 

The ref may have had this confused with the Laws of the Outdoor Game (if a Keeper delays the restart by more than 6 seconds, an indirect kick is 
awarded to the opposing team). 

(01/31/2008) Question 324: 
How far across the goal line does the ball have to go (indoor soccer) in order to be counted as a goal? 

(02/01/2008) The Ref's Response 
The "Rules of Indoor" and the 'Laws of Outdoor' state the same explanation: 

RULE 10 – The Method of Scoring  
Goal Scored  

A goal is scored when the whole of the ball passes over the goal line, between the goalposts and under the crossbar, provided that no infringement of the 
Rules of Indoor Soccer has been committed previously by the team scoring the goal. 

It is not a case of '...how far'.  If 100% of the ball has crossed the back side of the goal line, it is a goal.  The major difference in the Indoor game is 
that there is no AR in line of sight with the goal line.  Therefore it falls on the Ref to judge "Did 100% of the ball cross the line?".  If the Ref has any 
doubt, then the Ref should signal NO GOAL. 

(01/31/2008) Question 323: 
Following an attack an attacking player runs across the goal line and is off the field.  The goalie has possession of the ball in his hands, and unaware 
there is an attacker off the field behind him, drops the ball at his feet.  The attacker runs back onto the field, collects the ball and kicks it into the goal. 
 Is this a goal or should the goal be disallowed and the player cautioned for USB, either entering the field without the ref\'s permission or leaving the 
field to gain a tactical advantage.  An example of this is on youtube and the attacker is celebrating.  However it does not show the restart so the ref\'s 
decision is not known. 

(01/31/2008) The Ref's Response: 
This one is actually pretty famous.  That clip made the youtube rounds a couple of times.  The answer is:  Goal, restart with kickoff.  The attacker left 
the field of play as a normal part of play.  This is analogous to running off the field to get around a defender.  There is no problem with doing it.  Also, 
if you have left the field in this manner you are implicitly judged to have permission to re-enter the field.  There is definitely nothing unsporting about 
it.  The goalkeeper should know better. 



(01/22/2008) Question 322: 
I have just finished the indoor conversion course ...  I understand, I have to shadow/sit-in on two games before I can ref and I must have a for for the 
referee to fill out.  Where can I get the form and once I have completed the sit-in sessions, who do I contact in regards to scheduling? 

(01/22/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Forms for shadowing are supposed to be in the referee rooms at either soccer centre.  If not, you can write down the game details on a piece of paper 
along with your name and have the referee sign it when you are finished sitting in for both games.  Leave it in the ref room with the gamesheets.  
 
To be scheduled you must submit an availability form through the referee manager by the 10th of every month if you want to be assigned games for 
the following month.   

(01/21/2008) Question 321: 
I've seen a couple of instances where the individual players wear a different colour socks on each leg.  As a referee I find this very distracting and I'm 
sure the opposition does also.  Is there anything in the rules to say both socks must be the same colour.  As a ref am I within my rights to ask the 
players to change their socks.  The last time I saw this the players had one red and one white sock.  At the very least they could switch socks so that 
each player had either both white or both red; perhaps a compromise to at least let the game go ahead. 

(01/22/2008) The Ref's Response: 
I can see nothing in the Rules and/or Laws of the game that would prohibit a team from doing this.  The only item is that the Jersey, Shorts, and Socks 
should be distingtive from the opposing team, Referee, and the Assistant Referee.  The uniform must be same for all players, with the exception of the 
Keeper. 

(01/16/2008) Question 320: 
I have a daughter that is thinking about taking a refereeing course and she would like to know how much you get paid per game in the outdoor season, 
what do you get paid? 

(01/16/2008 The Ref's Response: 
The fees are published on the Calgary Soccer Federation Referee Website 

(01/12/2008) Question 319: 
while fighting in the corners, is there any time limit or restrictions other than the basic calls a ref would normally be required to make? 

(01/12/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If two Players are 'fighting' anywhere on the pitch, the play is stopped.   



 
However I'm going to boldly assume the term "fighting" is an opponents challenging for possession of the ball '...in the corner.  There is no specific 
statement in the Rules of Indoor Soccer regarding a 'Time Limit'. 
There are restrictions under Rule 12.  If the Player in possession of the ball is fouled but maintains possession, the Ref  may allow the play to 
continue.  If the Ref sees no advantage gained by allowing the play to continue, a free kick can be awarded.  The Ref may also call out an instruction 
to both players to let them know the foul was seen and to be careful, just to let both players know they are being watched. 
 
This holds true for anywhere on the field of play.  If the game is flowing well, Ref's will wait a few seconds to see what transpires before blowing the 
whistle.  If tensions are high, the Ref may blow the whistle immediately so that calmer heads can prevail. 

(01/07/2008) Question 318: 
During the course of the game one team received 3 bench minors.  These minors were served by player A, who had been injured.  With the 
third "blue" for the bench would player A be yellow carded?  

(01/08/2008) The Ref's Response: 
Rule 12 states "A player is cautioned ....is assessed a 3rd minor misconduct time penalty".  "Player A" wasn't shown any "Blue Cards", the bench was 
shown the Blue Card. So Player A could not be Yellow Carded.  However the Bench can be Yellow Carded and this should be noted on the Game 
Sheet.   I suspect the league would be in contact with the coach. 
 
The same holds true for a Keeper that is shown a Blue Card.  "Player A" would serve the time penalty for the Keeper, however if the Keeper was 
shown a third Blue Card, the Keeper would be shown a Yellow Card, which would be recorded on the game sheet.  "Player A" may again serve the 
time penalty, but nothing would be on record for Player A. 

(01/07/2008) Question 317: 
If multiple minor misconduct penalties are assessed to the bench during a single stoppage in play, can one player serve all of those penalties 
consecutively or do multiple players have to serve them concurrently?  For example, if a bench is assessed two minor misconduct penalties at one 
stoppage, does one player serve four minutes (or less) or do two players serve two minutes each?  

(01/08/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If the bench was shown two (2) "Blue Cards" for two (2) minor Misconducts, then the team plays two (2) men short until the time penalty is served. 
 If the Bench is shown a "Blue Card" for a minor misconduct, which is elevated to a "Yellow Card" for a Caution, then the team plays one man short 
for the double minor time penalty. 



(01/01/2008) Question 316: 
...just wondering why when you are hurt and you need to stay down? 

(01/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
It's not a written rule that you 'need to stay down'.  But this is the best way to signal to the officials (ie. Ref, AR, and/or Coaches) that you are hurt, 
temporarily unable to play, and/or need attention on the field of play.  Your coach and/or Bench Mom is not allowed on the field of play until the Ref 
stops the play and signals permission to come to your assistance.  This gives you the opportunity to get off the field safely. 

(12/30/2007) Question 315: 
What are the rule differences for U10? 

(12/30/2007) The Ref's Response: 
This taken from the CMSA  Team Official's Rules of Play Indoor, which is one of the suplements to the ASA Indoor Rules of Play and is available on 
the CMSA Website or under the Referee Resources, General Forms and Tinbits, on the CDSRA Site: 

·  U10 games the last 2 minutes of the game will be run time with no stoppage of the 
clock. 

·  A Size 4 ball is to be used for the U10... 
·  U10 Players can not be shown a Yellow or a Red card (See Question #309) 
·  All registered U10 players, playing-up in a U12 or higher game is require a restricted movement 

pass, signed by their Coach or Club President. 

(12/21/2007) Question 314: 
During an indoor game I was a spectator and noticed one team changing goalkeepers at half time.  After the second half had started the AR noticed a 
different keeper in the nets and called the ref over and advised him that they had not been notified of the change.  The ref assessed the offending team 
a blue card for a minor penalty.  The rule book says both players should be cautioned and shown yellow.  There is a big difference betweeen playing 
one man short for two minutes versus two men short for four minutes.  Can you confirm if this should indeed have been two yellows and do refs not 
give it because it is perceived as being too harsh in the indoor environment? 

(12/22/2007) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, it is harsh.  But Rule 3 DOES NOT allow for any other penalty.   



 
That's the technical response.  The more practical response would be to ask if the players and/or coach violated this rule in order to deceive the 
officials and/or gain advantage over their opponents.  An example of this would be a Keeper arriving late to a game and tries to change with the 
teammate that started in goal, and whose skills in goal are not that good, at a time that was not one of the three guarenteed substitution opportunities 
and/or did not obtain permission from the ref. 
 
Usually the AR would have noticed the keepers exchanging jerseys and at that time reminded the coach that the change needs to be noted.  A warning 
is sufficient and no penalty should be assessed for this very minor technical infringement.   

(12/17/2007) QUESTION 313: 
If reference to QUESTION 312: the caution occurs within the last five minutes of the match.  Does anything different happen from the first scenario? 

(12/19/2007) The Ref's Response: 
Whether the Yellow Card is shown in the first 30 secs, last 5 mins, or even the last 2 mins, the penalty management does not change.  I might add 
though that if this does occur in the last 2 mins, Player B should buy both teams a Slurpy/Beer after the game for making them run harder!!!! 

(12/17/2007) QUESTION 312: 
Two players, one from each team, are involved in a little altercation on the pitch and you stop play to issue them both blue cards and send them to the 
box.  The game was 6-on-6 before the incident, so the teams continue to play with 6 players while the two penalized players serve their time.  After 
play has been restarted, your assistant referee blows the whistle behind the play and calls you over.  He tells you that penalized player B is being 
petulant and disobeying the instructions from the AR and should be cautioned for dissent for his actions.  You back up your AR and caution the 
player, also assessing him a double minor time penalty.  What happens with the players on the field? 

(12/19/2007) The Ref's Response: 
At the time the Ref shows the Yellow Card to Player B, the AR and Ref advise both benches to remove one player from the field of play.  The Ref 
would then restart the play with 5 on 5 with NO relieve from a goal scored.  When the penalty time for Player A has expired, Player A may enter the 
field of play with the 6 on 5 advantage.  Player B continues is to stay in the box until the penalty time has expired or a goal is scored by the 
opposition. 

(12/16/2007) QUESTION 311: 
At the beginning of the Indoor game do the team captains and referee determine which team will defend which goal? How do they decide and what 
are the options? I\'ve never understood why the goalies don\'t automatically defend the \"farther\" end in the first half? 



(12/17/2007) The Ref's Response: 
ASA Indoor Rules of Play Rule 8 "The Start and Restart of Play" states the "team listed as the home team has the right to decide which goal it will 
attack in the first half of the match". 

(12/14/2007) QUESTION 310: 
In reference to QUESTION 309....can a ref show a red card to a player, any age, for playing in a similar dangerous manner even if there is no contact? 

(12/15/2007) The Ref's Response: 
Under Rule 12, or Law 12 for the outdoor game, "kicks or attempts to kick an opponent " is a Penal Offence.  The Ref does have the option to show a 
Yellow or Red Card.  However by your description the attempt "...was so late that he missed the attacker".  An 'attempt' with no contact is usually 
because the opponent ducked, stepped out of the way in time, etc., not because the attacker 'missed'.  Therefore in this case no card should be shown. 
 However the Ref should talk to the player at the earliest opportunity to discuss the action. 

(12/14/2007) QUESTION 309: 
I was recently watching an U10 boys indoor game and near the end of the game a blue attacker broke free with the ball and headed for red\'s goal.  A 
red player, coming from the side, tried desperately to intercept.  He launched himself at the attacker and was literally flying through the air with both 
feet extended.  Fortunately he was so late that he missed the attacker, however if he had connected it could have been a serious injury.  My question is 
therefore hypothetical.  If the red defender had connected and injured the blue attacker what could the referee have done other than a blue card (which 
is the most the rules allow a ref to give at U10). 

(12/15/2007) The Ref's Response: 
You are correct.  At the U10 level players can not be shown a Yellow or Red Card.  Depending on how close the player came to "connecting", the Ref 
can talk to the player's coach and the player to discuss the concept of "Dangereous Play".  The Ref CAN show the player a Blue Card, but technically 
he can not dismiss the player from the game.  However the Coach can!! if he thinks this player has a habit of dangereous play. 

(08/23/2007) QUESTION 308 :  
How can I get another referee patch? 

(08/23/2007) The Ref's Response:  
The 'Badges' are issued by ASA.  In Calgary, you can contact the local Referee Development Officer, Gary Roy at groy@albertasoccer.com.  If Gary 
isn't available, you can visit the ASA website www.albertasoccer.com for other contacts, or call them Toll Free at 1.866.250.2200. 

(07/09/2007) QUESTION 307 :  
I was wondering how old do you have to be to become a ref for soccer?  I have a 13 year old son who is interested.  Could you also let me know when 



the next course is and what the cost is? 

(07/09/2007) The Ref's Response: 
It is recommended that a youth ref be at least 2 years older than the age group he/she is officiating.  Therefore in your case, your son would be able to 
ref  the Under 12 league. 
 
Historically the courses for entry level refs has been conducted in the spring of each year.  However the CDSRA is organizing an extra course 
tentatively scheduled for August 11th and 12th.  The cost is yet to be determined, but will be published soon.  Please check with your Community 
Association.  In the past they have reinbursed the course fee upon successful completion. 
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The same holds true for a Keeper that is shown a Blue Card.  "Player A" would serve the time penalty for the Keeper, however if the Keeper was shown a 
third Blue Card, the Keeper would be shown a Yellow Card, which would be recorded on the game sheet.  "Player A" may again serve the time penalty, 
but nothing would be on record for Player A. 

(01/07/2008) Question 317: 
If multiple minor misconduct penalties are assessed to the bench during a single stoppage in play, can one player serve all of those penalties 



consecutively or do multiple players have to serve them concurrently?  For example, if a bench is assessed two minor misconduct penalties at one 
stoppage, does one player serve four minutes (or less) or do two players serve two minutes each?  

(01/08/2008) The Ref's Response: 
If the bench was shown two (2) "Blue Cards" for two (2) minor Misconducts, then the team plays two (2) men short until the time penalty is served.  If 
the Bench is shown a "Blue Card" for a minor misconduct, which is elevated to a "Yellow Card" for a Caution, then the team plays one man short for the 
double minor time penalty. 

(01/01/2008) Question 316: 
...just wondering why when you are hurt and you need to stay down? 

(01/02/2008) The Ref's Response: 
It's not a written rule that you 'need to stay down'.  But this is the best way to signal to the officials (ie. Ref, AR, and/or Coaches) that you are hurt, 
temporarily unable to play, and/or need attention on the field of play.  Your coach and/or Bench Mom is not allowed on the field of play until the Ref 
stops the play and signals permission to come to your assistance.  This gives you the opportunity to get off the field safely. 

(12/30/2007) Question 315: 
What are the rule differences for U10? 

(12/30/2007) The Ref's Response: 
This taken from the CMSA  Team Official's Rules of Play Indoor, which is one of the suplements to the ASA Indoor Rules of Play and is available on the 
CMSA Website or under the Referee Resources, General Forms and Tinbits, on the CDSRA Site: 

·  U10 games the last 2 minutes of the game will be run time with no stoppage of the 
clock. 

·  A Size 4 ball is to be used for the U10... 
·  U10 Players can not be shown a Yellow or a Red card (See Question #309) 
·  All registered U10 players, playing-up in a U12 or higher game is require a restricted movement 

pass, signed by their Coach or Club President. 

(12/21/2007) Question 314: 
During an indoor game I was a spectator and noticed one team changing goalkeepers at half time.  After the second half had started the AR noticed a 
different keeper in the nets and called the ref over and advised him that they had not been notified of the change.  The ref assessed the offending team a 



blue card for a minor penalty.  The rule book says both players should be cautioned and shown yellow.  There is a big difference betweeen playing one 
man short for two minutes versus two men short for four minutes.  Can you confirm if this should indeed have been two yellows and do refs not give it 
because it is perceived as being too harsh in the indoor environment? 

(12/22/2007) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, it is harsh.  But Rule 3 DOES NOT allow for any other penalty.   
 
That's the technical response.  The more practical response would be to ask if the players and/or coach violated this rule in order to deceive the officials 
and/or gain advantage over their opponents.  An example of this would be a Keeper arriving late to a game and tries to change with the teammate that 
started in goal, and whose skills in goal are not that good, at a time that was not one of the three guarenteed substitution opportunities and/or did not 
obtain permission from the ref. 
 
Usually the AR would have noticed the keepers exchanging jerseys and at that time reminded the coach that the change needs to be noted.  A warning is 
sufficient and no penalty should be assessed for this very minor technical infringement.   

(12/17/2007) QUESTION 313: 
If reference to QUESTION 312: the caution occurs within the last five minutes of the match.  Does anything different happen from the first scenario? 

(12/19/2007) The Ref's Response: 
Whether the Yellow Card is shown in the first 30 secs, last 5 mins, or even the last 2 mins, the penalty management does not change.  I might add though 
that if this does occur in the last 2 mins, Player B should buy both teams a Slurpy/Beer after the game for making them run harder!!!! 

(12/17/2007) QUESTION 312: 
Two players, one from each team, are involved in a little altercation on the pitch and you stop play to issue them both blue cards and send them to the 
box.  The game was 6-on-6 before the incident, so the teams continue to play with 6 players while the two penalized players serve their time.  After play 
has been restarted, your assistant referee blows the whistle behind the play and calls you over.  He tells you that penalized player B is being petulant and 
disobeying the instructions from the AR and should be cautioned for dissent for his actions.  You back up your AR and caution the player, also assessing 
him a double minor time penalty.  What happens with the players on the field? 

(12/19/2007) The Ref's Response: 
At the time the Ref shows the Yellow Card to Player B, the AR and Ref advise both benches to remove one player from the field of play.  The Ref would 
then restart the play with 5 on 5 with NO relieve from a goal scored.  When the penalty time for Player A has expired, Player A may enter the field of 
play with the 6 on 5 advantage.  Player B continues is to stay in the box until the penalty time has expired or a goal is scored by the opposition. 



(12/16/2007) QUESTION 311: 
At the beginning of the Indoor game do the team captains and referee determine which team will defend which goal? How do they decide and what are 
the options? I\'ve never understood why the goalies don\'t automatically defend the \"farther\" end in the first half? 

(12/17/2007) The Ref's Response: 
ASA Indoor Rules of Play Rule 8 "The Start and Restart of Play" states the "team listed as the home team has the right to decide which goal it will attack 
in the first half of the match". 

(12/14/2007) QUESTION 310: 
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because the opponent ducked, stepped out of the way in time, etc., not because the attacker 'missed'.  Therefore in this case no card should be shown. 
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extended.  Fortunately he was so late that he missed the attacker, however if he had connected it could have been a serious injury.  My question is 
therefore hypothetical.  If the red defender had connected and injured the blue attacker what could the referee have done other than a blue card (which is 
the most the rules allow a ref to give at U10). 

(12/15/2007) The Ref's Response: 
You are correct.  At the U10 level players can not be shown a Yellow or Red Card.  Depending on how close the player came to "connecting", the Ref 
can talk to the player's coach and the player to discuss the concept of "Dangereous Play".  The Ref CAN show the player a Blue Card, but technically he 
can not dismiss the player from the game.  However the Coach can!! if he thinks this player has a habit of dangereous play. 

(08/23/2007) QUESTION 308 :  
How can I get another referee patch? 

(08/23/2007) The Ref's Response:  
The 'Badges' are issued by ASA.  In Calgary, you can contact the local Referee Development Officer, Gary Roy at groy@albertasoccer.com.  If Gary isn't 
available, you can visit the ASA website www.albertasoccer.com for other contacts, or call them Toll Free at 1.866.250.2200. 



(07/09/2007) QUESTION 307 :  
I was wondering how old do you have to be to become a ref for soccer?  I have a 13 year old son who is interested.  Could you also let me know when the 
next course is and what the cost is? 

(07/09/2007) The Ref's Response: 
It is recommended that a youth ref be at least 2 years older than the age group he/she is officiating.  Therefore in your case, your son would be able to ref 
 the Under 12 league. 
 
Historically the courses for entry level refs has been conducted in the spring of each year.  However the CDSRA is organizing an extra course tentatively 
scheduled for August 11th and 12th.  The cost is yet to be determined, but will be published soon.  Please check with your Community Association.  In 
the past they have reinbursed the course fee upon successful completion. 
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(03/03/2007) QUESTION 292 : 
If a player has 2 hands on the boards and is blocking the ball against the boards isn't that a foul because your not allowed 2 hand on the board? 

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
A player having two hands on the board is not in itself an offence.  This is not mentioned in the rules on purpose as a player running into the boards will 



often need two hands for safety and to prevent injury. 

Where a referee can penalize a player for having either one or two hands on the boards is if this action impedes another player from playing the ball or 
deliberately blocks a player from running by.  A player can also be penalized if he/she blocks or traps the ball deliberately, with or without hands on the 
boards. 

The difficulty for referees is that the ball often becomes trapped on the boards between two, or more, players and there is no obvious offender.  In this 
case, to keep the game moving, the referee may penalize the player who is least attempting to let the ball come free. 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 290 : 
If you’re unhappy with your ref's conduct and the way she managed the game how can you voice your concerns? 

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
Each Team Manager/coach is given a carbon copy of the game sheet after the Referee has documented the results of the game and signed off.  On the back 
of the Game Sheet is a section that the Team Manager/Coach can document in writing there concerns regarding the Referee and/or Assistant Referee.  The 
Team Manager/Coach must then submit this to the league who will then forward it to the appropriate person. 

All referees are aware of this and most will even advise the Team Manager/Coach of this section when confronted. 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 289 : 
How come most referees don't call it when another player hits the goalie? 

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
If, in the Referee's opinion, the "hit" was trivial/minor contact and the "goalie's" team did not lose possession as a result of the "hit", the referee my have 
chosen not to slow the game down.  However if the player continues to play in a reckless manor, the referee will call it. 

If, in the Referee's opinion, the "hit" was an unfair challenge for the ball, whether it be a goalie or the goalie's team mate, the referee will call it.  Most 
referees will be less tolerant if it is the goalie because in most cases the goalie is less prepared for the contact.  Depending on the severity of the "hit", the 
referee will chose varying degrees of response (ie. free kick, verbal warning, blue card (indoor only), caution, or dismissal). 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 288 : 
I am confused about contact in the indoor game. At what point should a foul be called in a 1 v 1 contact situation? At what point should it be called when 
near the boards? 



(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
This is a judgment call by the referee and/or the assistant referee.  It may also depend on the skill level of the two teams. 

Generally shoulder to shoulder contact is acceptable, provided it is a fair challenge for the ball.  The referee will be less tolerant of contact at or near the 
boards, again depending on the skill level of the two teams, to minimize the risk of injury. 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 287 : 
I recently watched a CUSA Major Div indoor game and I'm curious about one particular instruction from the Ref. The defending team was given a free 
kick within their defensive area. The ball was passed back to the Keeper within the Keeper's area. The keeper received the ball on his foot (ie. did not pick 
it up). The other team did not challenge for the ball and the Keeper kept possession looking for a team mate in an open area. After a number of seconds 
elapsed, the Ref yelled out 'You can no longer pick up the ball', and the Keeper passed the ball down field.  

My question is why the Ref yelled out that instruction? The Keeper had not left his area and I'm not aware of a time restriction after which the ball could 
not be handled by the Keeper. 

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
In indoor soccer the rules state that a keeper may not handle a ball that has been under his/her control for more than 5 seconds.  In this case the keeper is 
not allowed to pick up the ball and the penalty for doing so is a technical offence with the free kick being from the top of the penalty arc. 

The referee is therefore correct in his comments.  However, while referees are encouraged to explain the rules in the lower leagues and younger age 
groups, at this level one would not expect the referee to warn the keeper as this could take away the possible advantage of a free kick to the other team.  
The referee should have waited to see if the keeper picked up the ball and, if so, penalized the offence as described above. 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 286 : 
How do you book a referee for an exhibition game? 

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
I'd suggest contacting your club/league executive as you best option.  Most clubs/leagues have a list of referees they can contact. 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 285 : 
We were killing two penalties off in our game the other night. So it was 5 on 3. We got a free kick to start it of again. My team passed myself I am the 
keeper the ball. I picked the ball up and decided to clear the ball as Rule 17 states in the rule book any player may clear the ball three lines. I decided to 
shoot at the net. Low and behold I ended up scoring with no bounce it went directly over the line. The goal was waved off after the other keeper protested 
that I cannot score from my net that way. In the rule book it does not state anything to that extent. It just says any player can clear the ball three lines. I just 



want to know why the goal was disallowed did I miss something in the rule book? 

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
You are indeed correct in that a team that is down two eligible players can clear the ball 3 lines without penalty.  In this case you can certainly score a goal 
in the way you described. 

The best person to ask why the goal was disallowed would have been the referee and referees are usually happy to respond to questions asked in a 
reasonable fashion.  One may have to just accept the decision during play and wait till half time or full time to ask a specific question as there are various 
pressures and emotions during the game. 

Another clue to the referee’s decision would be the re-start.  Was the ball brought back to the defensive line in which case a 3 line pass violation is being 
called?  Was a goal kick awarded in which case there was no 3 line violation but some other violation of the rules?  Was the ball placed somewhere else on 
the filed due to another offence not immediately apparent? 

This is also a situation that does not happen very often and referees do make mistakes.  Certainly this situation would make most referees think twice 
before making a decision. 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 283 : 
When the referee awards a free kick, who decides when it is to be taken?  
I have my players coached to take a quick kick and three times have had the ball called back because the referee hadn't blown the whistle. 

Is the free kick the referee's or the player's?  

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
The free kick is the player’s but the kick, for obvious reasons, cannot be taken until the referee is ready.  Consequently the rules say that a free kick may 
only be taken upon a signal from the referee. 

Referees are encouraged to allow quick free kicks and, assuming that the ball is stationery and in the correct place, an alert referee will signal that he is 
ready as soon a quick free kick is likely to be taken.  This signal does not have to be a whistle and can be a nod of the head, or a wave of the hand, to the 
player taking the kick.  Please note that the referee and the person taking the kick are the only people on the field that have to be ready for the kick to be 
taken.  The referee should not hold up a free kick for the defense to get organized. 



If a player wanting to take a quick free kick sees that the referee is looking elsewhere a quick call “Ref” may be all that is needed to gets the refs attention 
and the nod to take the kick quickly. 

If the referee’s attention is elsewhere; needing to talk to a player, or move a defensive wall backwards, then the ref will call back a kick that is taken 
without his awareness. 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 282: 
How many times can a keep handle the ball? I have seen in numerous games (at the Soccer Centre and the West venue) that the keep releases the ball to 
his defenseman and when pressured the defenseman passes the ball back and the keep picks it up. No call is made? 

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
The rules state that if a keeper releases the ball from his hands he/she may not pick the ball up again until it the ball has been touched an opponent.  This is 
a technical foul and the free kick is taken from the top of the penalty arc.  This does not apply when the keeper had possession and did not pick up the ball; 
or on a goal kick where the ball may be passed back to the keeper as the keeper did not have the ball in his hands in the first place. 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 281: 
In the Indoor Rules Q & A section it states the advantage clause should be considered if one team has too many players on the field and a delayed penalty 
called. How specifically does the AR call a delayed penalty? 

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
The Assistant Referee would wait until the next stoppage in play and call the Referee over to the half circle to discuss. 

(03/03/2007) QUESTION 279 : 
Including keeper how many players on a U10 outdoor game? 

(03/03/2007) The Ref's Response: 
For a U10 outdoor game a match is played by two teams, each consisting of not more than seven (7) players, one of whom is the goalkeeper.  A match 
should not start if either team consists of fewer than five (5) players. 

Furthermore the rules say that play shall be delayed every five (5) minutes to allow the teams to perform a substitution.  All players shall be given the 
opportunity of playing goalkeeper and in different field positions wherever practical to provide as broad a learning experience as possible.  Other than at 
such 5-minute rotations, substitutes may only be made as a result of injury. 

An explanation of rules for U10 can be found on the CMSA website, click Documents, and then CMSA Rules of Play – Outdoor.  Appendix A, last two 



pages, is Regulations and Guidelines for U10. 

(19/12/2006) QUESTION 278: 
Question 267 regarding the keeper handling the ball on the edge of the area raises a further question. I have seen a number of instances where the keeper 
picks up a ball that is almost but not completely over the penalty area line. However, if you think about it, the keepers hands probably were outside the line 
otherwise he could not have picked up the ball. This may seem like a picky question but it appears to happen frequently. Coaches tend to call for a hand 
ball while the refs let it go. What would be the correct ruling? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
It is all relative to where the ball is. Let us use Law 9 and 10's explanation of ball in and out of play. If you look at this link, pretend that the line if the 
penalty area line and "in play" represents "inside the area" and "out of play" represents "outside of the area". It doesn't matter if the hands are outside of the 
area it matters where the BALL is in respect to the field of play. Click here a visual explanation of ball in and out of play. That is why it is called "handling 
the ball outside of the penalty area". 

(19/12/2006) QUESTION 277: 
In a recent U14 game the ball took an unexpected bounce in the penalty area towards a defending players head. The player tried to duck and at the same 
time put up her arm up to protect her face. The arm clearly connected with the ball though it did not affect the play in any way. The ref let play go on while 
the attacking team's coach was incensed at a penalty not being awarded. How would you interpret a deliberate hand ball to protect ones face from an 
unexpected bounce? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
Referee's are told to use alot of common sense when it comes to hand balls. Let me explain a “hand ball” occurs when a player other than the goal keeper 
in his own penalty area deliberately plays the ball with the hand or arm (tip of the fingers to the top of the arm). Note this is deliberate . This can also arise 
when the ball strikes a player’s arms when they are in a position that is clearly not natural for what the player is doing—arms extended to the side in a 
blocking position, for example. If the arms are in a “normal” position and the ball strikes them this is not a hand ball. 

Although protection is a grey area, everyone protects themselves in different ways. It is always up to the referee's descretion to make sure that a players 
safety is looked at when it comes to protecting from an impact of the ball. 

With regards to the livid coach the referee could have potentially explained the call and then if they persisted to dissent dealt with it accordingly.  

(07/01/2007) QUESTION 276: 
Rule 12 says: 



"A free kick is also awarded to the opposing team if a goalkeeper, inside his own penalty area, commits any of the following four offences: if a player 
deliberately passes the ball back to his own goalkeeper from any other zone of the playing field except the passer’s own zone (between his defensive zone 
line and the goal line) and the goalkeeper handles the ball. This includes instances where a team makes a series of passes or a player dribbles the ball back 
to the goalkeeper across the defensive line into the defensive zone. However, the goalkeeper may play the ball in any other manner so long as he does not 
handle the ball." 

Unlike outdoor soccer, it does not specify how the ball is passed back, therefore, the keeper handling a ball that was headed back to him from outsdide the 
defensive zone would be an offense. Is this true? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
You are correct it doesn't state how the ball was played back. It just states it is played back. Any form of bringing the ball back into the defensive zone and 
then passing it back to the keeper and resulting in the keeper handling the ball is an hand ball offense. The restart is taken from the top of the arc of the 
penalty area. 

(16/12/2006) QUESTION 275: 
In the outdoor game. A quick free kick is taken and instantly hits a defending player who is not at least 10 yrds away. Would the free kick be retaken?. As 
the the advantage did not materialize? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
It really depends on the actions of the defending player who was encroaching on the free kick. If the defender wasn't trying to make a movement for the 
ball the play would just carry on as there is nothing to call. Also you have to watch to see if the attacking team is trying to draw a foul by just hitting it at 
the player, then in this case the play would just carry on as there is no foul for encroachment by the defender. 

The kick would be retaken if the defender was being penalized and cautioned for his encroachment. However, the ball was in play when the defender 
touched it so the infraction would be moved up and taken from where the infraction occurred.  

(10/12/2006) QUESTION 274: 
If we feel the reffing in a game has been substandard, how do we make a complaint? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
You should fill out the referee evaulation on the back of the gamesheets (for every game regardless if the referee was substandard or not). Then, you 
should get in contact with your league head office to request what process they use to launch a complaint against a referees' performance. They will be 
looking for you to write down the incident(s) and then forward it onto the Referee Affairs representative to suggest a corrective action. 



(06/12/2006) QUESTION 273: 
With respect to question 259 on the accountability of referees', why is it that a senior referee does not know what the league does with referee evaluations? 
There seems to be a disconnect with respect to ref accountability. Also, why is score of the game taken into consideration? If a referee recieves a failing 
grade from a losing team, should that not be considered valid? The soccer leagues in Calgary are not immune from biased referees and 
unfair/unprofessional practices by it's officials. These type of offences will only be reported by a losing team? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
With respect to the league evaluations, ALL of the the evaluations get passed along (no matter if they came from the losing or winning teams) to the CSF 
Referee Affairs committee and get reviewed.  

(06/01/2007) QUESTION 272: 
If your wrist touches the ball and the referee doesn't see it can he call the hand ball after the ball is cleared or known as a dead ball or is it not a hand ball? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
First, let me explain a “hand ball” occurs when a player other than the goal keeper in his own penalty area deliberately plays the ball with the hand or arm 
(tip of the fingers to the top of the arm). Note this is deliberate . This can also arise when the ball strikes a player’s arms when they are in a position that is 
clearly not natural for what the player is doing—arms extended to the side in a blocking position, for example. If the arms are in a “normal” position and 
the ball strikes them this is not a hand ball. 

Secondly, it is still a hand to ball situation, however, if the referee does not see it he/she cannot call it. If the assistant referee saw this and informed the 
referee, the referee can use this information to assist them in making the decision of the hand ball. 

Thirdly, yes the referee can bring the ball back as long as the play has not been restarted.  

(08/12/2006) QUESTION 271: 
How long does a goal keeper have to put the ball in play once he has picked it up (is it 8 seconds or 6) and does the referee have to give a count down and 
if so when does it start? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
The goal keeper has 6 seconds to put the ball back into play. The countdown starts as soon as the goalie has been deemed to have FULL possession of the 
ball. The referee does not necessarily show or count down the time, although this is a recommended practice for preventative refereeing on trifling issues.  

(08/12/2006) QUESTION 270: 
What are the restrictions regarding substituting goal keepers?  



(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
You can only substitute goal keepers at one of the three guarenteed substitution times. 1. After a goal is scored, 2. Timed Penalty or 3. Injury. 

(08/12/2006) QUESTION 269: 
How do you go about making a goal keeper substitution if there is no injury to the keeper? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
You would have to wait until on of the three guarenteed sustitution situations occurred. 

(08/12/2006) QUESTION 268: 
(indoor) Is there any provision for a team to call a time out during the game? 

(07/01/2007) The Ref's Response: 
Not in Calgary. 

(20/11/2006) QUESTION 267: 
If the keeper handles the ball when her hands and body are outside the area but her feet are inside, is this an infraction? 

(26/11/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The penal offence here is handling the ball outside of the area. It doesn't matter what parts of her body are inside of the area. If the hands are touching the ball outside 
then it is an offence. To answer your question, this is a direct free kick to the opposing team from where she handled the ball. If you look at the reverse. Say 
she was totally standing outside of the box and had her hands on the ball inside of the area. This is perfectly legal. 

(15/11/2006) QUESTION 266: 
What should be the call when a player is pushed from behind near the boards. The player regains enough balance not to crash uncontrollably. Consider that 
not every player has the same degree of balance. 

(26/11/2006) The Ref's Response: 
That will depend on the strength of the push, the nature of the push, the level of players, and the tone of the game. You can't just say that it is a foul, a blue 
card, a caution, or an ejection until there is much more information regarding the incident in question. 

(06/11/2006) QUESTION 265: 
If an attacking girl beats a defender and has a clear lane to the net to shoot, but the defender turns quickly and grabs the players shorts with such force she 
actually pulls them down somewhat, what is the call. We had this happen to one of our girls, and the ref handed out a blue card. This was hardle enought 
punishment to offset the embarrassement and invasion of personal privacy? 

(26/11/2006) The Ref's Response: 



Depending on a few different circumstances, a blue card may have been enough for this situation. There is no stipulation in the laws of the game to deal 
with embarrassment because a players equipment is not secured properly. In order to have applied a harsher punishment for this foul the referee would 
have had to confirm the 3D's (defenders, distance, and direction) that there were NO defenders between her and the goal, she was going DIRECTLY at 
goal, and was very CLOSE to the goal when the foul took place. If all of those criteria were reached, then it could have been grounds for an ejection 

(03/11/2006) QUESTION 264: 
Are U12 Girls allowed to name a team captain (arbands) in order for this player to talk to the ref about any concerns? We have had a few games get pretty 
rough with blatant holding and elbowing and I am aware the ref cannot see everything, but hope there is someway to make them aware of what is going 
on, so they can then watch for it? 

(26/11/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Every team should have a team captain, but that does not allow them open lines of conversation with the referee exclusively. Players can always ask, but 
tone and timing of the questions being asked is paramount. Always good to talk to the box official as well to get a different perspective. 

(03/11/2006) QUESTION 263: 
What is standard protocol when a goalkeeper is covering a ball, ie body and hands covering it, in full control of the ball? Is the opposition allowed to 
continue digging and kicking or is there a rule stating they must back off? Our goalkeepers have been repeatedly kicked in the back and head and nothing 
has been done by the refs? 

(26/11/2006) The Ref's Response: 
There is no rule stating that players must 'back off' the ball when the keeper has possession, but if one were to use common sense the only way that ball is 
going to get dislodged is by kicking the keeper. As soon as a keeper has control of the ball, that control should be theirs to keep. Attempts to dislodge the 
ball should be looked at as fouls. The disconnect here is what does each individual person perceive as the keeper having control. 

(02/11/2006) QUESTION 262: 
What are the rules on jewelery? 

(26/11/2006) The Ref's Response: 
NO JEWELRY OF ANY TYPE (that is visible) IS TO BE WORN BY ANY PLAYER. COVERING UP JEWELRY WITH TAPE IS NOT AN OPTION AS IT IS NOT 
ACCEPTED ANYWHERE ANY LONGER. 

(01/11/2006) QUESTION 261: 
In the indoor game when can a free kick be taken - can it be placed on the floor and immediately taken, whether or not the other team is ready, or must you 
wait until the referee give permission to take the kick? 

(26/11/2006) The Ref's Response: 



That will depend on the different circumstances of a free kick, the tone of the game, the speed of the game, the level of the game, and the referees read of the game. 
There is no set law that says every free kick must be ceremonial, but some kicks need to be. There are allowances for quick free kicks in the laws of the game for 
players and teams that would like to take advantage of that tactic, but it is at the referees discretion. 

(01/11/2006) QUESTION 260: 
On free kicks, are all free kicks indoor direct, or are some indirect? 

(26/11/2006) The Ref's Response: 
All free kicks in the indoor game are direct. 

(22/10/2006) QUESTION 259: 
What ruling body do referees have to answer to if they are inconsistent and not calling a game fairly? I realize that coaches have the opportunity to review 
a ref, what happens if a ref gets a bad review from a coach? Does the CMSA do anything? 

(26/11/2006) The Ref's Response: 
It is the responsibility of the team to review referees consistently. It is expected that each team will review each referee each game. The league then looks 
at the evaluations and makes connections with the type of reviews written and the score of the game that they were written for, amongst other things. 

With respect to the league evaluations, ALL of the the evaluations get passed along (no matter if they came from the losing or winning teams) to the CSF 
Referee Affairs committee and get reviewed. 

(04/10/2006) QUESTION 258 : 
What happens if a player accidentally knocks another player into the boards in indoor soccer now that the new indoor rule is in effect? 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
In order for it to be boarding (a red card or dismissal offence) there must have been a penal offence that propelled the opponent into the boards in a dangerous manner.  
Note the three elements: penal offence, propelled the opponent and uncontrolled.  If you deem all three are there in the incident you describe then it is boarding and a 
red card (dismissal).  If not it is a discretionary call from a free kick to a minor time penalty to a caution (double minor time penalty). 

(14/10/2006) QUESTION 257 : 
A goalkeeper makes a good save by catching the ball. However, the GK (with ball securely in the hands) intentionally charges the attacker. What would 
you do in this situation. Caution, Dismissal? If so, for what reason? 
Restart of the game? 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The answer depends on the forcefulness of the charge.  It could be anything from a talking to after the fact to a penalty kick with or without a time penalty also assessed 
(assuming this is indoor).  It would most likely be a caution (indoor or outdoor), but this would depend on the incident.  It would be at least unsporting behaviour (caution) 



and If it was violent conduct in your opinion it could be a dismissal.  If you do decide to call the foul, play must be restarted with a penalty kick, since the incident occured 
in the penalty area. 

(15/10/2006) QUESTION 256 : 
Also if a Referee decides to give a penatly to a team for not having thier jersey's tucked in should he not call both teams for not being dressed 
appropriately? Is it standard practice to call only 1 team? When it's blantant that both teams are in violation of this rule? 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
It is up to the referee to enforce this kind of behavior and the referee should strive for consistency.  We advise preventive refereeing for jersey's being tucked: make sure 
both teams know your expectations before the opening kick-off.  If it is blatant after that then you are well within your powers to penalize the offending team or teams. 

(15/10/2006) QUESTION 255 : 
What's the rule in U14 when a player is down and the referee is aware the player is hurt and doesn't blow the whistle. When the hurt players team has 
control of the ball? I see this as negligence and is putting that player in danger, Am I wrong? 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The question of injury management is a delicate one and up to the referee's discretion.  If the player is in serious difficulty you would be best advised to stop play unless 
the player's team is about to put the ball into the open goal.  If the player is not, in your opinion, seriously injured you can allow play to continue until the ball goes out of 
play or is in neutral territory before stopping it.  This also depends on the level of play.  U-14 division 1 is much more willing to accept play continuing for a non-serious 
injury than U-14 division 4. 

(28/09/2006) QUESTION 254: 
Can u get called up from other diffrent clubs? 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
This would be a question for the Leagues to answer. You can find out there contact information through the Other Links menu - under the CSF heading.. 

(20/09/2006) QUESTION 253 : 
In reqards to Question 231. 

If the referee is physically moving the wall back the required distance, having all the focus on him/her and being the cause of distraction as well as 
providing an obstructed view of the ball, is the opposing team still allowed to take the kick without waiting for the whistle.  

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The answer is no, they must wait for the whistle. The reason is it is an unfair advantage and against the spirit of the game to allow them to take the kick 
while the referee is interfering with the defensive players. 



The correct application here is to reset the kick, caution the kicker for delaying the restart and then proceed with the attacking team taking the kick. 

(20/09/2006) QUESTION 252: 
During the recent world cup, the keeper punted the ball forward, and inadvertently hit the jumbo tron that was across centre field. Unfortunately I missed 
the call the referee made. 

What is the correct call in this situation by interference from an external source. 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The correct call would be to stop the play for outside interference. Then to restart by dropping the ball at the closest point under where it hit the jumbotron. 

(15/09/2006) QUESTION 251: 
I have been seeing charging for plays where a player is bumped off the ball in a shoulder to shoulder move. In bumped I mean the player is running to the 
player with the ball bumps them to the point where the player with the ball has to take a couple of stumbling steps to steady. Is this an illegal charge or a 
fair shoulder charge. 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
There are for items to remember when we talk about a fair charge: 

1. Shoulder to shoulder 
2. Ball is within Playing Distance. 
3. One foot remains on the ground. 
4. It is not Careless, Reckless or Dangerous to the players. 

(25/08/2006) QUESTION 250: 
If a goal keeper is holding the ball in one hand or tucked under one arm is a player from the opposing team allowed to header it out of his hand/arm, I 
believe the rule states that the keeper must have two hands on the ball to be in control? 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Law says the keeper is in control if any part of the hand or arm (notice the singular) is over the ball and the ball is not moving.  There is not stipulation for both hands or 
arms to be on the ball. 

(06/09/2006) QUESTION 249: 
1. Can a player score a goal directly from a throw in? What is the restart?  



2.Can a player score an own goal directly from a throw in? What is the restart?  

3. Can a keeper pick a ball thrown to him directly from a member of his own team? What is the restart?  

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
These are all outlined in FIFA Law 15 - Throw In.  

1. A goal cannot be scored directly from a throw-in. It would be a goal kick as the ball has left the field of play over the goal line, last being touched by an 
attacking player. 

2. A goal cannot be scored directly from a throw-in and you cannot score on your own net. It would be a corner kick as the ball has left the field of play 
over the goal line, last being touched by an defending player. 

3. No, it would be an Indirect Free Kick to the opposing team, from where the goalie touched the ball.  

(06/09/2006) QUESTION 248: 
What should the referee do if a substitute were to enter the field of play and deny the opposing team an obvious goal scoring opportunity by intentionaly 
handling the ball? 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The referee should dismiss the substitute from the game.  The substitute would have to leave, but his/her team would still play with 11 players (assuming no prior 
dismissals).  The restart would  be an Indirect Free Kick to the opposing team from the point where the interference in the game happened, subject to the exceptions for 
it being in the goal area, as this was outside interference from a non-player of the offending team. 

(06/09/2006) QUESTION 247: 
Do you fill in the game sheet we where given in the course? 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
At the beginning of each games you will have to collect the gamesheets from the teams. Those are the sheets that you will have to fill in and place in the 
referee's dressing rooms.  

(25/08/2006) QUESTION 245: 
An opponent is pressuring a defender who has the ball. The defender passes the ball back to his goalkeeper.  The opponent moves towards the goalkeeper 
to challenge him/her.  The goalkeeper mistakenly kicks the ball to this opponent (who is in an offside position). Is the opponent penalized for being 
offside? 



(25/08/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The question comes down to this: was the attacker in an offside position the last time the ball was touched or played by a team-mate?  If the answer is yes, then it is 
offside.  If no, then it is not offside. 

(25/08/2006) QUESTION 244: 
An opponent is in an offside position.  A defender, who has the ball, mistakenly passes the ball to this opponent (who is still in an offside position). Since 
this was a fortuitous outcome, is the opponent penalized for being in an offside position? 

(25/08/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The question comes down to this: was the attacker in an offside position the last time the ball was touched or played by a team-mate?  If the answer is yes, then it is 
offside.  If no, then it is not offside. 

(29/07/2006) QUESTION 243: 
How much do refs make? 

(24/08/2006) The Ref's Response: 
This information is outlined on the Calgary Soccer Federation website. Under the Referee section. 

(13/07/2006) QUESTION 242: 
What is the difference between canadian refs and european refs? 

(17/10/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Referee development is different in different parts of the world.  This is in part due to the approach to the game taken by different regions in the world.  While all referees 
are charged with applying the same laws and spirit of the game, there are regional differences in such things as tolerance for simulating actions, as an example.  The 
short answer is there is no difference between Canadian and European referees, but there will certainly be differences in approach from which referee development 
system they were brought through.  It is also true that European referees are exposed to much more higher level soccer games than Canadian referees.  This does not 
mean Canadian referees are not as good, but simply don't have as much opportunity at higher levels. 

(13/07/2006) QUESTION 241: 
Can a ref give an assistant coach a red card? We saw an instance tonight where a player was injured and the coach went out to check on him and then told 
the ref he needed to watch the shoving and the ref gave him a red card.? 

(24/08/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The cards are used to show everyone around the incident that the referee disliked what they saw. The referee shouldn't show the red card to any body but 
the players or substitutes. Does this mean the referee cannot throw out a coach or spectator, No. It simply means that they just send them from the field 
without showing the card.  



(13/07/2006) QUESTION 240: 
Does your association have some sort of code of conduct for referees? Our team just experienced a referee who arrived with the opposing team, sat with 
them at half time and then called a very one sided game. At one point she made an offside call that was clearly not offside (even her linesman disagreed 
with her), which could have resulted in a goal advantage? 

(24/08/2006) The Ref's Response: 
All players, coaches, administrators and referees have to abide by the same code of conduct that is outlined by the ASA. To answer your case above you 
would have to report the conduct of the referee in this case to the CMSA or to the Calgary Soccer Federation Referee Affairs Committee. They will look 
into the matter futher and deal with it accordingly.  

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 239: 
What does U14 mean? ive never played soccer and i want to try out for the team this your do u have any tips for me? 

(07/09/2006) The Ref's Response: 
U14 basically means that you have to be 14 or younger to play in this division/age category of soccer. I would contact the club that the team is from first if 
you are interested in registering. The clubs should have all the information that you need regarding registrations deadlines, cost to register, etc. 

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 238: 
Who's responsibilty is it to maintain order with the spectators at Outdoor soccer? Can a team be penalized for unruly/offensive spectators? 

(07/09/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The responsibility to maintain order with spectators is actually the responsibility of the spectators. We should all assume that we are old enough to act in a 
manner that is appropriate for our ages, and our position as role models to the youths around us. However if that is not working, each individual club/team 
should have a set of expectations that they have for the spectators that are supporting their teams. If the coaches/managers cannot control the spectators, 
and the spectators are interfering with the players by making inappropriate comments to players, referees, or other coaches, then they need to be dealt with 
by the referee. It is the referee’s discretion as to when he/she thinks that spectators have crossed the line of appropriateness.  

Last year, CMSA and this year CUSA have started to keep tabs on poorly behaved spectators, coaches, and players through a system run by the leagues. 
You can access the information at www.wejustplay.com The purpose of the system is to allow officials to grade the spectators, players, and coaches as to 
their level of friendliness and sportsmanship of the field, to help increase and maintain the integrity of the game. 

As of right now, it is the leagues responsibility to penalize unruly or offensive spectators after they have received a report from either a referee, or a police 
report.  



(11/06/2006) QUESTION 237: 
When the opposing player follows through (tries kicking the ball, but misses or the defensive player gets to it first) and on the follow thru kicks the other 
guy's shins, ankles (lower leg), is that a foul every time? 

(07/09/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Yes that is a foul every time, what varies however is how the referee will decide to deal with it. The referee may see it as trifling, and not do anything 
about it. The ref may see it as an opportunity to give a direct free kick. The referee may also see the action as an offence that requires a caution or a 
dismissal. The referee will look to see if the foul was careless, reckless, or excessive and punish accordingly. 

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 236: 
In a situation where 2 players are going for the ball in what seems to be a 50/50 situation,but one player inches the other one to the ball and pushes it where 
the other player has to go thru him to get the ball (in other words puts his body in btw ball and other player) and the other player tries to kick the ball but 
kicks the other player in the calf, why is that called 50/50 when it is clearly a foul, in my opinion? 

(07/09/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Individual referees interpretation of the incidence. Each referee will see each incident differently. 

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 235: 
In a recent game at the U16 level our team had possession of the ball in our half of the field and kicked a breakout pass over centre. Our striker broke from 
our half and outran the defender to get the ball and was about 5 yards n the clear when the referee blew the play dead. He gave a yellow caution to the 
other team for yelling F*** at the point of the break away. I was extremely disappointed. It was a 0 - 0 tie at the time with only 2 minutes to go. As it was 
we scored in the last few seconds. The referee was a senior referee adsaid he thought he had to deal with the conduct.I said after the game , that as a former 
referee (for 8 years ) over 20 years ago though that I thought that he could have held the yellow card up as a delayed card and let the play continue as he in 
effect was rewarding the other team for their objectionable conduct. He advised that is not how he does things. I left it there but would like to know what is 
the recommended handling as I would expect it is not his way and may come up again for someone and should be reviewed with referees. Thank-you! 

(07/09/2006) The Ref's Response: 
First off, there are no ‘delayed’ cards in outdoor soccer, like you may see in the indoor game. However, what the referee could have done in this situation 
was to let the play carry on until the next stoppage in play, and at that time come back to the player who swore and caution them at that time. The opposing 
teams conduct doesn’t nullify the breakaway of the opposing team, and the player still gets sanctioned for his/her conduct.  

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 234: 
If a referee does not show up at a game, can parent's coach and keep track of the score etc? 

(07/09/2006) The Ref's Response: 



I will assume in this situation that you would be putting one of the coaches in to ref the game. It is not recommended. What is recommended if the referee 
does not show up is to try to get the game rescheduled and contact the league to let them know that the referee wasn’t able to make it. It could be that the 
CSF doesn’t have enough referees to cover all of the games.  

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 233: 
There were occurances that scheduled ref did not show up (traffic jam, etc.). My team mates and opponenets proposed that I could ref instead of playing 
(in order to prevent game cancellation) and both sides were o\'key with that. I turned down the offer stating that technically I'm in the conflict of interest 
refering games of my team mates. What is CDRA or ASA position on this? 

(07/09/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You would definitely be the midst of a great conflict if you were to referee a game that you were expected to be playing in. For your own safety and 
security, it is not recommended to ref games that you, or any other family members, are supposed to be playing in. It is too easy to bring the game into 
disrepute, either by yourself, or by others that know you have a connection with the team that you may be refereeing.  

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 232: 
In outdoor soccer if a goalkeeper kicks the ball and by pure luck it ends up in the net. Would it be considered a goal? 

(07/09/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Yes. 

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 231: 
While a wall is being set by the referee for a free kick - can the opposing team take the kick without waiting for the referees whistle. We had a game where 
the ref was setting the wall and not watching the kick. They took the kick without the whistle and scored - referee awarded the goal which is strange since 
she wasnt even watching? 

(07/09/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Yes the opposing team can take the kick without waiting for the whistle, especially if the referee has not instructed the team taking the free kick to wait for 
her whistle. Free kicks by definition are free of interference by opposing players (10 yards), and by referees by asking the players to wait for her. There are 
some situations where if a referee is required to set a wall up because she deems it necessary or if the team awarded the free kick asks for it, then she can 
intervene by asking the team to take the free kick to for her whistle to restart the game. After the wall is set, the referee can then get into position and start 
play when she is ready.  

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 230: 
Hi cusa? I have one question. U now when somebody score agole you write for another name why? You have to write who is score that gole? And what is 
a score name? So please you do ur job seriously ok.For example my brather score tow goal but you did't write his name you write for another person why? 



Please you do your work ok other why it's not fair you now what we are not play free.We pay 3,000 so please do your job. Finally thanks. (fair play 4 all 
team, 4 all cusa workers and all referees by. 

(11/06/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The goal scorers that are posted on the web site are those that are recorded on the game sheet. If your copy shows a different individual as scoring the goal 
please advise us of the game and team and we will double check the information we have on our copy of the game. Unfortunately if the game official has 
recorded the incorrect goal scorer on the game sheet we cannot amend it once it arrives at the office. We do request that the team officials check their game 
sheets at the field when they receive them from the officials. That is the only time a change can be made. Once we get the copy from the official the results 
are considered official. I hope that helps address your concerns. 

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 229: 
A player is in an offside position about half a foot a head of the second last defender when a teammate last touches the ball. The ball comes a foot ahead of 
the player, the player runs from his offside position to an onside position in order to recieve (touch) the ball. Is this offside? 

(11/06/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, because the player was in an offside position at the time the ball was last played by their own teammate.. 

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 228: 
I submitted a misconduct report on May 12 and have yet to hear anything about it. I was wondering what the admin process for the reports are? 

(11/06/2006) The Ref's Response: 
In answer to your question, I wouldn't expect to hear anything back about it. Generally, the discipline hearing would be the following friday (in this case 
the 19th). In 99% of cases, there is no need to contact the referee (the report usually can stand on its own). The only exception is if there is some confusion 
regarding the report or if the situation was particularly unusual. Basically, you have done your job and there is likely nothing more you will hear of it. 

(11/06/2006) QUESTION 227: 
There was a situation where all defenders are standing at half line (middle of the field). There is a turnover, the opponents intercept a ball and trying to 
chip the ball right behind one of the center defenders (there is an attacker 5 yards away from him waiting for the chip and on site). The defender realizes 
that th ball is going to go over his head and will drop in front of the attacker, so he uses his hands, jumps up and deliberatly stops the ball. I cautioned him 
for preventing opponent to reach the ball. The players argues that I should give him red card for denying obvious scouring opportunity. 
 
In my view thsi wasn't obvious scoring opportunity for few reasons: 
1. The incident occured in the middle of the field, far away from goal net. 
2. The attacker did not gaim possesion of the ball yet. 



3. Even if he did gain the possesion of the ball he has to travel long distance before he can score, in which time a lot of things can happen (other defenders 
can catch up with him, etc.) 
 
What do you think! 

(11/06/2006) The Ref's Response: 
This is entirely correct. The reasons you gave are textbook correct answers. You caution the player for handling the ball to prevent the opponents from 
getting a tactical gain. Well done!. 

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 226: 
With the new U15 Premier I am trying to fully understand the call up rule. We are a GU16 Comp A team with 3 girls born in 1991, the rest are 1990's. A 
GU15 Tier II team has requested call ups. Can we help them out. The rule book is too vague for my liking and I don't want to run into a discipline situation 
over it? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You would have to get in touch with the CMSA to answer your concerns.  

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 225: 
Outdoor throw in .. can the goalie use his hands to received a ball coming from a throw in ? I mean if goalie is inside the penalty area? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 
No the FIFA Law states that a goalie cannot play the ball with his hands when having the ball thrown in directly to him. This would result in an indirect 
free kick to the opposing team from where the GK handled the ball.  

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 224: 
Outdoor soccer ... when do you consider the opponent team can take the ball away from a player that just start the game .. when the ball gets into the 
opponent field or you need to wait until the second player touch the ball? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 
FIFA law states that on a kick off, the ball is considered to be in play when the ball is kicked and moves forward. To answer your question it is any time 
after that anybody can play the ball.  

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 223: 
How do I know if I am registered as a referee? I passed my 2 day course on March 19th? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 



You will have to contact the ASA Referee Representative, Gary Roy, (groy@albertasoccer.com).  

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 222: 
What are the specific rules about offsides in outdoor? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 
There is a very good definition at this following link. Click halfway down the page on the interactive guide to the Offsie description. 
http://fifa.com/en/regulations/regulation/0,1584,3,00.html 

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 221: 
What is the rule regarding high kick in outdoor soccer (how high is a high kick, what happens, etc.)? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 
A high kick has to be considered dangerous to the player or the people around the individual performing it. You can have over head kicks as long as they 
are not considered to be dangerous. If this play is whistled for dangerous play, it is considered a non-penal offense and the referee would award the other 
team with a indirect free kick, from where the infraction occurred.  

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 220: 
If a TEAM A player intentionally passes the ball to the TEAM A goalie, and the goalie plays the ball with his hands inside the goalie box, is it a direct 
penalty kick or a free kick or what? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 
This is a non-penal offence, the referee would blow the play dead for GK handling the ball after it has been passed to him by his own player (by a kicking 
action). This would result in the opposing team receiving a Indirect free kick at the point the goalie handled the ball. Please note if it is inside of the goal 
area that it would be placed on the nearest point of the goal area line to where the infraction occurred. 

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 219: 
How old do you have to be to referee? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You have to be at least 12 years old in order to referee for the ASA. If you would like further information you should get in touch with Gary Roy at the 
ASA (groy@albertasoccer.com).  

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 218: 
On a u-16 gilrs competitive a team how many girls allowed on the game roster? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 



As this is a team administrative question, the CMSA would be able to assist you with this question. However, in most leagues they cap the rosters at 25 
players.  

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 217: 
If you celebrate and take your shirt off would you get carded? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, this would be considered to be cautionable offense known as Unsporting Behaviour and the player wuold be shown the yellow card. 

(14/05/2006) QUESTION 216: 
If someone threw a recycling container onto the feild during or after gameplay in the indoor season and they wanted to play outdoor soccer the following 
year would they have to pay a fine for any damage done or would they sit out a few games insted? 

(14/05/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The answer is potentially, every league has a disclipine code that everybody has to abide by. They include sanctioning fines, bonds and suspensions for 
bad behaviour. To answer sometimes players/coaches/spectators get suspended or fined. The process is usually the referee would submit a misconduct 
report about the incident to the appropriate leage. Then the leagues discipline hearing would decide on what santions would happen to the individual(s). 
Both fines and suspensions in all leagues are carried forward from season to season. 

(27/04/2006) QUESTION 215: 
In indoor soccer, I noticed that you always allow the goalkeep to hold the ball with his hands over the front line at the end of throwing it into play, but if 
his hands go 1" over the side, lines you call it "hands". Why can they still be touching it when throwing it forward past the line but not past the side? I 
appears you use the "feet" position to decide when it is hands when throwing forward, but the hands position when touching the ball on the side? 

(27/04/2006) The Ref's Response: 
No response at time of posting.  

(27/04/2006) QUESTION 214: 
What are the dimensions for Outdoor Soccer Fileds, U8, U10, U12? 

(27/04/2006) The Ref's Response: 
No response at time of posting.  

(27/04/2006) QUESTION 213: 
I need to line fields for U4, 6, 8, 10 and 12. Where, on line, can I find plans for these fields with dimensions? 

(27/04/2006) The Ref's Response: 



No response at time of posting.  

(25/04/2006) QUESTION 212: 
What size ball do U14 use? 

(27/04/2006) The Ref's Response (AMMENDED): 
The CMSA's league regulations state that the U14's will be using a Size 5 ball.  

(25/04/2006) QUESTION 211: 
Do you have any information on the Look Smart, Be Smart course? 

(25/04/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You would have to get in touch with the ASA Referee Representative (groy@albertasoccer.com) for more information about this program.  

(25/04/2006) QUESTION 210: 
What does the blue, yellow and red card mean in soccer? and what one comes first second and third? 

(25/04/2006) The Ref's Response: 
In the context of indoor soccer, these are all types of disciplinary cards that signify a timed penalty. The Blue card is a minor penalty for two minutes. The 
Yellow card is a double minor timed penalty for two times two minute penalties. Finally the Red card is a major timed penalty for 5 minutes with no relief. 
No relief meaning that the player stays inside the penalty box for the entire five minutes.  

(13/03/2006) QUESTION 209: 
During our past game the other team player who had recieved a yellow and was in the box assulated the box refree what happens to the game as it was tied 
and abonded. Don't blame the ref. Our coach had to save the ref as their team just watched. Do we recieved a win or what happens? 

(13/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
In this case it is up to the referee to report it to the league via the misconduct report. It is solely up to the leagues as to what happens with regards to the 
Win/Loss/Draw or forfieture rules. However, it is usually the team that has brought the game into disrepute that gets sanctioned against. For further 
information we recommend that you contact CUSA to see what their application of the discipline code they use in this case.  

(13/03/2006) QUESTION 208: 
As a Class 5 referee, I was wondering where I could get the scheduling sheets. I've been to the ref's room a couple of times and was unable to find it? 

(13/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You will have to get them from the CSF Referee Scheduler at refereescheduler@calgarysc.com.  

(13/03/2006) QUESTION 207: 



Are time outs allowed in indoor soccer? If so can who can call one, when can they call it, and for how long is play suspended? What are the rules 
governing when a time out can be called? I've haven't seen one called in CMSA games, but at a recent tournament I saw a team call a time out with about 5 
minutes left to play? 

(13/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
According to the ASA Rules of Indoor Soccer, there is no such thing as a time out. It does not exist. A few years back, Edmonton Minor took it upon 
themselves to introduce one. It only applies to Edmonton league games (and evidently certain tournaments), but does not form part of CMSA or ASA 
(provincial) rules.  

(13/03/2006) QUESTION 206: 
Time & time again I see players making no attempt to get back the required 15 feet from the ball when defending from a free kick. Surely it should be a 2 
minute penalty when that happens? 

(13/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You are absolutely correct it is a 2 minute minor penalty for encroachment. However, we must remember that the referee has to read the play to see who is 
trying to draw the foul (if any at all). You must not forget the right to have a qucik free kick and sometimes players cannot always get out of the way. This 
is a judgement call and one of those grey areas for the referee. As always we need to use common sense when applying this aspect of the law. 

(04/03/2006) QUESTION 205: 
In a recent game my team played agianst a team that played with a suspended player. if he was suspended should that game not count? 

(04/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
.It is only up to the referee to record who played in the match. You should contact the league if you have seen an incident like this. They will let you know 
the proper channels to report the incident and will see if any discipline action will be taken against the team/player.  

(04/03/2006) QUESTION 204: 
Yesterday I got into a discussion with the referees over a particular rule. 

The Situation: Team A takes a shot at team B's goal. Team B goalkeeper catches and controls that ball with his hands. He proceeds to roll the ball to his 
defender. Team B defender then passes the ball back to his goalkeeper who proceeds to pick it up, without it being touched by Team A. 

Under rule 12 A free kick is awarded to the opposing team if a goalkeeper, inside his own penalty area 'touches the ball again with his hands after it has 
been released from his possession and has not touched an opponent.' 



The two times it happened in the game the referee failed to blow the whistle and award a free kick to Team A. 

My question? should the official have awarded a free kick to Team A? or should it be a penalty? 

(04/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
In the situation you described, the goalkeeper has indeed committed an offense. This is referred to by referees as "Control-Release-Handle" and is 
applicable to the indoor game. The correct decision by the referee would be to award a free kick from the top of the "arc" to the opposing team. There is no 
situation where the goalkeeper can be punished by a penalty kick for handling the ball.  

(04/03/2006) QUESTION 203: 
1)What happened to the delayed penalty? Does no one use it? Are they afraid. It use to be awesome ..just like hockey. 

2)Delay of game at the start of time. If a team is not ready to play are they not supposed to be penalized? I think the refs need a reminder. 

3) With the rule change back to placing the ball where it went out....what happened to the old rule of deliberatly playing the ball out of bounds resulting in 
a delay of game penalty? ie heading or kicking it out intentionaly. Was it not reinstuted with the change back? 

(04/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The delayed penalty is most certainly in effect and is being used quite regularly by a number of referees. Generally speaking, this is a "higher level" 
concept and as a result, the majority of the referees employing it are the more experienced referees. It is not an easy task for less experienced referees to 
recognize the times when it is useful. 

Regarding Delay of Game, certainly teams are required to be ready at the appropriate time. There may well have been some lax enforcement in recent 
times, but it is important to remember that while the leagues (and facilities) decrease the available time between games and meanwhile, the requirements 
on the officials with regards to checking in players have increased, there is definately a time crunch. 

As to the "Delay of Game" penalty, this is an ancient rule. It was removed from the laws long before the kick in rule was changed (as I recall). So to 
answer your question, no this is definately not a breach of the laws. 

(04/03/2006) QUESTION 202: 
During a recent indoor Tournament one of my players was booked (blue card) for Boarding. When my player was in the Box, the Assistant Referee started 
to Vocaly berate her... he kept yelling at her "Why did you do that, huh huh huh...". He did this 4 or 5 times and just about had the Girl in tears. What can 
be done about Poor Officiating when all that is done during Tournaments and Playoffs is the Comitees want "Money" before we place a complaint... And if 



we as Coaches try to object to the poor officiating we are yelled at and called for "Desenting". 

(04/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Once again, not having been there is a major obstacle to providing an adequate answer. The AR should never be yelling at a player (particularly at this 
level). I would suggest that the Assistant Referee's intent was to defuse what they perceived as an "explosive"  
player at that point. During the game, coaches should not criticize or "object to the poor officiating" and are in fact prohibited from doing so under the laws 
(dissent). I cannot speak for the Committees you refer to, but I would suspect that requiring a deposit or payment prior to an appeal or complaint is 
intended to deter frivolous claims. I would imagine that if the situation were serious enough then the "money" would not be a major issue. 

(04/03/2006) QUESTION 201: 
During a recent Calgary Indoor Tournament (Girls U14), a loose ball was captured in front of our Net by our Goalie. She was on her Knees and had the 
ball by both hands withen the Key. An attacking player then kicked at the ball, dislodging it, and in doing so kicked our Goalie in the Neck. The Ball was 
then kicked out of the key by one of our Defenders. The Referee allowed the Game to proceed for another 30 seconds until I yelled "Goalie Down" ... the 
Refereee then whistled the Play to stop. 

My question is why is Referee allowing Play to continue when a player is down.When I questioned the Referee as to why she did not initialy call the game 
to stop, she said "It was not my fault that she was kicked"... ???? Obviously she saw what had happened but refused to stop the Play. Are we not as 
Referee's supposed to "Protect" the Goalies from these incidents. And isn't it supposed to be a rule of thumb of a few seconds to stop play for a Goalie if 
they are Injured. 

(04/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Obviously there is a certain amount of subjectivity and "you had to be there" in any question like this. I can only respond to the situation you described and 
it is important to keep in mind that this may not be exactly what the referee saw. In the situation you describe, the goalkeeper should be judged to be in 
control of the ball. In this situation, any attempt to dislodge the ball by kicking at it should be sanctioned by a free kick. This would obviously stop play. 

The second part of your question is actually an entirely different question. In The Laws of the Game, Law 5 states "The Referee stops the match if, in his 
opinion, a player is seriously injured and ensures that he is removed from the field of play. 

An injured player may only return to the field of play after the match has restarted" but also states "The Referee... allows play to continue until the ball is 
out of play if a player is, in his opinion, only slightly injured". At this point, the level of the game has to be taken into account. Generally in U14 Girls, 
play would probably be stopped. And yes, the fact that the player involved is the goalkeeper also would suggest that play be stopped. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 200 : 



I am 12 can I become a ref because my friend at school is a ref for u10 at the south soccer dome? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The best way to go about this is to contact Gary Roy Sr., Referee Development Coordinator for the Alberta Soccer Association. He can be reached at (403) 
272-5655 or at groy@albertasoccer.com. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 199: 
When did a professional foul (red card) become a one game suspension? The previous time I recieved a red for a professional foul all I missed was the rest 
of the game I was sent off in. I did not have to sit out any extra matches. Is this something that was previously missed or was there a rule change? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
FIFA ruled in 2004 that ALL sending offenses required a mandatory expulsion. Therefore, all red cards must result in a minimum one game suspension 
according to FIFA.. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 198: 
In indoor is there a time limit on when you have to hand in the player cards? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, a player’s card must be received by the end of the half-time break. This is a local league regulation and is the same for both indoor and 
outdoor. Check the league regulations sheets handed out at the refresher courses for more information.  

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 197: 
In a recent game my team played agianst a team that played with a suspended player. if he was suspended should that game not count? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
This is a decision for the league to make, not the referee. Depending on the league involved, the player would have been required to hand in his card 
individually, in which case he would not have a card if he was suspended. If he presents a card, the referee will (obviously) assume that he is not 
suspended.. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 196: 
how long does a team have to score the game? and what happens if they dont score it in the time period?? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The question is a bit confusing, but here goes. A goal is scored if, prior to the conclusion of the time period (first half, second half or extra time), the whole 
of the ball crosses the goal line between the goal posts and under the crossbar. Note the only exception to this is that if a penalty kick is awarded and time 
expires prior to it being taken, the kick is still taken and a goal allowed if it is scored.  



(19/02/2006) QUESTION 195: 
Where On The Field Do You Have To Be, To Be Allowed To Pass Back To Your Keeper? Do You Have To Pass Half Before You Can Play It Back? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
There are two situations here. The first is when a team-mate of the goal keeper deliberately passes the ball from outside his own defensive zone, or carries 
it from outside his own defensive zone into it. In these situations the goal keeper is not allowed to handle the ball and the restart for this offense would be a 
free kick to the other team from the top of the penalty arc. The second situation is where the goal keeper has the ball in his hands and releases it into play. 
He is not allowed to handle the ball again until it has been touched by an opponent. If he does the restart is the same as above  

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 194: 
Indoor soccer - when a goalkeeper kicks the ball (drop kick), what is the rule regarding stepping on or over the line of their goal crease? Can they step on 
or over the line with the foot that is not kicking the ball? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The rule is the same as for all other instances regarding the goalkeeper and handling the ball. The determining factor is where the BALL is. If the ball is 
inside the penalty area, then there is no offence. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 193: 
In U-16 or U-18 Indoor Soccer, how may players can be called up from a lower division to the higher team? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
This is governed by CMSA regulations. As long as the maximum number of players on the game sheet is not exceeded there is no restriction on the 
number of call-ups.  

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 192: 
IN REGARDS TO QUESTION 56: I thought that since the ball was headed that the keeper was within his rights to handle the ball? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Ordinarily you would be correct. Heading the ball to the goalkeeper is not an offence in any way. However, popping the ball up from your feet to your 
head to head it back is considered "Circumventing the Laws of the Game" and is punishable by a caution (yellow card) and, as a result, an indirect free 
kick to the opposition. In this circumstance, it is irrelevant whether the goalkeeper subsequently handles the ball or not. The offence occurred when the 
circumvention was attempted. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 191: 
IF GLASSES ARE AN ISSUE BECAUSE OF SAFETY WHY CAN I NOT WEAR MY CSA APPROVED DARK SAFETY GLASSES ON SUNNY 
DAYS? 



(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Although such glasses do not pose a hazard to safety, they are also not part of the player's equipment. It is generally expected that sunglasses shall not be 
worn on the field of play. Exceptions may be made to allow the use of prescription sunglasses in certain circumstances. The only protection from sun 
stipulated in the laws is the use of a soft-brim hat by goalkeepers when there is need. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 190: 
What offense could a keeper commit to end up actually going to the box to serve a 
penalty? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
None. There is no situation in which the goalkeeper serves his/her own penalty. A teammate of the goalkeeper will always serve their penalties. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 189: 
For Indoor U12G, why are referees very insistent on removing ear-rings and necklaces for safety reasons, but do not seem to call intentional contact, 
elbowing, boarding, obstruction or other physical fouls which have a far bigger safety implications? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Referees have been instructed as to the application of Law 4 (The Player's Equipment -- see Q#??????) and one requirement is that all jewelry be removed. 
Regarding "physical fouls", it is important to note that referees take safety very seriously. "Intentional Contact" is not an offence by any definition. In fact, 
it can be precisely what the laws intend. It is important to remember that while elbowing and boarding (although obstruction quite likely involves no 
contact whatsoever) are fouls and referees strive to call them as such, soccer (particularly indoor) is a contact sport. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 188: 
Abandoning a game. On a recent incident with a fan (that unfortunately I did not see as I was talking to the coach about a call), the center ref decided to 
abandon the game and in doing so he kept all of the player and coaches cards along with the game sheets. I looked though my handbook but couldn't find a 
reference to what to do. Was this the proper procedure? Also the two of us differed on the question of Jewelry and the practice of taping. My memo says 
it's ok, he says no? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
he proper procedure for abandoning a game is to retain all  
of the cards for the coaches and players involved in the game.  
Copies of the game sheets should be returned to the coaches (as 
usual) with the abandonment noted. 



As for the question of jewelry, there is some ambiguity here. The ASA board approved a document regarding the application of Law 4 (Player's 
Equipment) in November, in response to the CSA memo on the subject. They chose, however, to allow the taping of jewelry in local games. The 
ambiguity here comes from the fact that the Questions and Answers to the Laws of the Game (published my FIFA with the Laws of the Game) state: 

Q: "Are players allowed to use tape to cover jewelry which is considered dangerous?" 
A: "No." 

Furthermore they answer the following question: 

Q: "Are member associations [which ASA is by association] allowed to introduce modifications to Law 4?" 
A: "No. Law 4 is not included in the permitted modifications described in the Notes on the Laws of the Game." 

Therefore...stay tuned. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 187: 
I was wondering about how to go about becoming a ref and what that would entail? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The best way to go about this is to contact Gary Roy Sr., Referee Development Coordinator for the Alberta Soccer Association. He can be reached at (403) 
272-5655 or at groy@albertasoccer.com. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 186: 
When a team attempts to re-schedule an indoor game, it is told it is fully responsible to organise the referees for the new date, yet the CMSA will not 
{cannot?} give any contact information for the referees. Why does the Referee's Association make it so difficult for volunteer coaches & team managers? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
As with CMSA, the CDSRA has a legal obligation not to divulge the contact information of our members without their permission. We are working on 
asking for permission from our members to post contact information, but at this time, that is not possible. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 185: 
How can you complain about a ref. Who is always calling fouls for the other team and when your coach said something about it he was given a bence 
penalty for only saying, "other way ref"? Then the other team scored on the power-play and our player was still not allowed on the field? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 



There is a form on the back of the game sheet that coaches are encouraged to fill out and return to the league. This should be done for every game and 
good referee performance should be noted as well as poor performance, as judged by the coach. If the league receives several poor evaluations they 
normally will ask a qualified referee assessor to view a game in which the referee in question is officiating.  

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 184: 
What can you do if a Referee is reffing the game unfairly? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You can fill out the referee evaluation on the back of your team's copy of the gamesheet. You must fill out and submit this form for every game however, 
or most of the leagues may ignore it. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 183: 
If the play is on the boards by the bench and the coach opens the door when you are running past is it an infraction good enough as a card? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
I am not sure if the “you” being referred to is a player or the referee. As long as the coach’s action was not intended to gain an unfair advantage or caused a 
potential danger to the players then there is nothing to penalize. If, in the referee’s opinion either of the above situations was the case, then the referee 
could give a bench minor or even a caution for unsporting behavior. Of course, the referee would not show a card to the coach.  

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 182: 
Can defending players jump up in a wall while the ball is being kicked? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, provided they do not "encroach" and continue to respect the required distance (15ft - indoor and 10yds - outdoor).. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 181: 
Should the the Fair Play evaluation by the referee be based on the kids play or the coach's comments from the bench? It seems that coaches who complain 
about deemed unfair calls in an attempt to keep the game from getting out of hand are reprimanded with a "bad" evaluation; when in fact it was the team 
who was overly agressive and plays on the outside edge of safe/fair soccer get a better evaluation. This seems backwards to me 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The short answer is “both.” Persistent and public complaining by a coach brings the game into disrepute and shows a lack of respect towards the referees. 
However, more weight should be given to the players’ fair play on the field.  

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 180: 
Why is there netting? 



(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The purpose of the net around the field is to reduce the amount of time lost to retrieving or replacing balls that go out of play over the boards. It also 
prevents balls from being kicked or played accidentally onto a neighboring field and disturbing the game being played there. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 179: 
Okay how many yards does a wall hav to be from a free kick are ref said 15 is that correct or not? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
As per Rule 13, the opposing players have to be at least 15 feet from the position of the ball. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 178: 
In a recent tournament our U10 girls team was given a blue card for taking a step toward the opposing player taking a penalty kick. We were not aware of 
this rule at this age level. It was my understanding that cards were not used in U10 soccer, are 
they? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
While they are rare in U10, I have seen no direction that cards not be used in the games. As to the first question, I will assume that by "penalty kick" you 
mean "free kick", but ultimately it doesn't matter a lot. If a player steps towards the kicker (presuming that they are the required 15 ft. from the kicker at 
the time) then they are "encroaching" (or more properly by the laws "failing to respect the required distance"). This is an offense punishable by a blue 
card.. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 177: 
Are cards used in U10 soccer? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Yes but only for the bench parents, coaches and managers. If you would like more information with regards to the ID cards it is outline on the CMSA 
website. 

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 176: 
In the u12 boys we had some games with very large point spreads, when at the games they would only post a 5 point spread on the score board but we 
were told buy the official that the true score goes into the standings. Is this accurate? At the moment the standings are not showing the true scores? 

(19/02/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Although you would be better served to ask the CMSA (Scott Mabee), the league may impose a 5 goal maximum differential (presumably to prevent teams 
from running up the score). The referees will always submit the "real score" to the league. What they do with it is another issue entirely.. 



(19/02/2006) QUESTION 175: 
I am having troubles understanding what to call along the boards. The blatent fouls is not the issue (ie someone getting puched into the boards) but it is the 
other types of play. I have talked to other referees and watched many games and I have seen it called all over the map at similar levels of games. I am an 
adult ref who is new to indoor. This was not covered nearly well enough or clearly enough in the classes so I am looking for guidance on what is allowed 
and what is not.. any help is appreciated! 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
We are encouraged by ASA and the leagues to deal with infractions along the boards much more seriously than a similar foul committed in the open field. 
Perhaps the best guide is to raise the level of sanction compared to what you might give in the open field. For example, a foul punishable by a free kick in 
the open field might be punished with a minor time penalty if committed along the boards. The key point is whether the action put any player at risk of 
injury. Our first duty is safety of the players and play along the boards is inherently dangerous, so the sanction for foul play must be stronger.  

(19/02/2006) QUESTION 174: 
When it seems as though a ref picks a side and the other coach agrees is there anything you can do about it? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The key word is “seems.” It is not uncommon for one team to commit a majority of the fouls and therefore feel like the referee is biased. Most experienced 
referees have a very high ethical standard of fair play. There is a form on the back of the game sheet that coaches are encouraged to fill out and return to 
the league. This should be done for every game and good referee performance should be noted as well as poor performance, as judged by the coach. If the 
league receives several poor evaluations they normally will ask a qualified referee assessor to view a game in which the referee in question is officiating.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 173: 
1)  Keeper rolls ball out to defender who passes it right back, is the keeper allowed to pick it up again? 

2)  Keeper touches ball outside box, should the free kick take place there or at the top of the penalty arc? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
1) This is refereed to as "Control--Release--Handle" and it is an offense to do this.  The result is a free kick from the top of the "arc" for the opposing team. 

2) This is handling the ball and is no different than if an "outfield" player did it.  The free kick is taken from the place where the ball was touched. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 172: 
I am an 035 player. I have been playing for about 4 years and while most of the rules seem to be self explanatory I am having particular troube on free 
kicks figuring out when I can kick the ball at my discretion as oppossed to when I have to wait for the Refs whistle. Thanx in advance for your time and 



answer. 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The laws of the game explicitly lay out the conditions that must be met before a free kick is taken: defenders retired to the required distance, ball is 
stationary, and so on. However, referees are encouraged to allow teams to take a quick free kick prior to all of these conditions being met if they so desire. 
In some situations the referee may elect to make the free kick “ceremonial:” telling the player to wait for the whistle before taking the kick so the referee 
can deal with the wall or some other part of the game. In general, if the referee has not told a player to wait, the player should be able to take the kick 
whenever he wishes.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 171: 
Can U12 girls Keepers wear headbands? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
As per the Canadian Soccer Association Memo regarding Law 4 Player's Equipment, headbands are not permitted for any players. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 170: 
A penalty kick is awarded, can substitutions be made at that time, if so it may give the team taking the penalty a further advantage by bringing onto the 
field their best penalty taker. I would be interested to know as today, my son faced a penalty, the opposition changed their line and bought on their hardest 
hitter. Luckily my son the Keeper saved the shot, however I still feel that they had an unfair advantage. 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
In indoor soccer, players are free to substitute at any time.  This includes the taking of a penalty kick.  Therefore, a team may always substitute their "best 
shooter" to take the penalty kick.  As an aside, keep in mind that the penalty kick is intended to punish offenses that are close enough to the goal that they 
often prevent scoring opportunities. The shooting team is INTENDED to get every possible advantage in this situation.  Generally, in soccer (indoor or 
outdoor), the result of a penalty kick is intended to be a goal. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 169: 
Rule 3 - if a substitute enters the field of play without a player having first left the field - ACTION: The team is penalized by a 2min minor misconduct for 
too many players - Does the penalialized team play with one less player for 2 mins? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
That is correct.  The team is shorthanded for 2 minutes.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 168: 
What happens in the Outdoor game when the referee makes a mistake and calls a wrong call. (he didn't even know which player it was) and calls a free 
kick.  If they score, and he admits the call was a mistake, is there anyway he can take that goal away.  Or does it stay on the score board? 



(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The referee is permitted to change any decision so long as play has not restarted.  Once play is restarted, the decision can not be reversed. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 167: 
The question is on the level of roughness tolerated along the boards in indoor. In a recent game parents on both "sides" were concerned at the level of 
pushing near the boards. There were at least 50 occasions of pushing from behind against the boards, several resulted in crashes into the boards and one 
resulted in a trip to hospital with diagnosed "spine extension" - that also resulted in no call. In most of our other games there has been clear calls for loss of 
possession and/or cards and/or game suspensions for "tackles" or "pushing" near the boards. How can we parents be reassured that our daughters are being 
protected on the field. 
 
We need consistency as players will up their aggressivity if the ref allows it? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
See answer for Question 163. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 166: 
In an indoor game that just occured our goalie had clear control of the ball and was lying on the ground with the ball in hand. An member of the oppposing 
team came charging in at this time and kicked our goalie. As a defender I find that I need to protect my goalie so I shoved the opposing player. I recieved a 
blue card and a PENALTY shot was recieved for my "offense". Not only was there a penelty shot I also had to serve my blue card. I was do not understand 
this ruling. It also cost us the game, an explanation would be great. 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
As to the first part of your question, evidently the referee did not see the challenge on your goalkeeper the same way you did.   As for the second 
part...regardless of whether you felt you needed to "protect your goalkeeper", it is still a foul (and misconduct) to shove a player as you described.  
Therefore, you were punished correctly by a penalty kick (as this occurred in the penalty area) and a blue card.  If the penalty kick was scored, you would 
not have to serve your time penalty (unless your team already had a player in the box).  If the kick is not scored however, you still must serve the penalty. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 165: 
In our last indoor game the other team was awarded a free kick for a hand ball just outside the penalty box and about 6 feet from the boards. Our team set 
up a wall of 2 girls right on the goal line. They were told that they had to move as they were to close to the ball, yet he let our goalie stand there. What is 
the rule on this as I can't seem to get the indoor rule book to open properly? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
As with the outdoor game, the rule is that all players (including the goalkeeper) must be at least 15 ft. from the ball unless they are on their own goal line 



between the goal posts.  In   
practice, it is generally permitted to set the wall up on the near post however. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 164: 
In a recent U16 game a player was intentionally kicked from behind by another player. The player was Red carded and ejected from the game. Is there an 
automatic game(s) suspension that follows such an action? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
All sending off offenses (red cards) result in a suspension of at least one game (per FIFA)... the only exception being for "professional fouls" in certain 
leagues.  As such there is almost   
certainly a suspension which will follow from this.  The length of such a suspension is dependent on the particular league's (CMSA) discipline code. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 163: 
In a recent indoor G U-16 II game the ref did not penalize girls for pushing from the back near the boards. The pushing escalated as both teams became 
more aggressive. Parents from both sides became concerned. An injury and emergency hospital visit resulted. Diagnosis "spinal chord over extension" - 
just short of a spinal chord injury. In previous games cards and suspensions were handed out for similar play. Is there a remedy for this inconsistency?  
Please address this on behalf of all parents who place our children's safety in the hands of referees. 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Thank you for your question.  All decisions regarding fouls (and tolerance level) are at the discretion of the referee based on his/her experience and the 
level of the game.   
 
Generally speaking, the criteria for most fouls is that a challenge which is careless, reckless or with excessive force is a foul, all of which is at the 
discretion of the referee.  Whether that foul then rises to the level of misconduct (blue, yellow or red card) is a further discretionary decision.  Challenges 
along the boards are inherently more dangerous and therefore more likely to be fouls.   
 
In addition, in the indoor game, there is the offence of boarding which is defined as "physical contact with an opponent which causes the opponent to make 
contact with the boards". Depending on the severity and whether the safety of the opponent is endangered, this could also result in a card being given.   
 
Without commenting on the calls made or not made by the referee (as I was not there), it is important to remember that soccer (particularly indoor soccer) 
is a physical, contact sport.  A play which results in injury is not necessarily illegal.  Having said that, the referee's paramount concern is safety.  In my 
experience, every referee I have ever met takes that very seriously and will go to great lengths to ensure the safety of the players.  It should also be noted 
that the primary responsibility for safety lies with the players involved in the game.  If both "sides" had a concern regarding the safety of play, then 



perhaps the consistency of the referee is not the only issue.  Perhaps the players should take responsibility for their actions as well. 
 
Ultimately, the age and level of the game is important as well.  At the lower age and divisions, there are often younger, less experienced referees in the 
game because, like the players, they too are deveoping their skills and learning.  When situations like this occur during a game, a good remedy would be 
approaching the coach of your team and asking the coach to forward the name of the referee to the referee affairs committee for the Calgary  
Soccer Federation and/or Gary Roy (Referee Development Officer for ASA) which would enable us to contact the referee and offer some advice for 
dealing with situations as they arise. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 162: 
Can u12 goalies where head bands if no why? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
As per the Canadian Soccer Association Memo regarding Law 4 Player's Equipment, headbands are not permitted for any players. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 161: 
(For indoor soccer) the Ref called a foul against the other team. She gave us a free kick from just outside the penalty area. Our player kicked it up, it went 
off the back wall, came in front of the net again where he hit it in and scored (ball didn't touch another player)...the play was called back. No goal was 
allowed and they were given a free kick back to their own goalie. Is this right? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This is 100% correct, the rules state that the taker of a free kick may not touch the ball again until it has touched another player...whether it hits the boards 
or not. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 160: 
Whats the best way to sew a ref? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
I am not sure if you mean “sew” or “sue.” If the latter, referees are actually protected under the laws of the game and the governing bodies of soccer (CSA, 
ASA) from lawsuit unless they have done something clearly criminal.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 159: 
Whats a hand ball? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
A “hand ball” occurs when a player other than the goal keeper in his own penalty area deliberately plays the ball with the hand or arm (tip of the fingers to 
the top of the arm). Note this is deliberate . This can also arise when the ball strikes a player’s arms when they are in a position that is clearly not natural 



for what the player is doing—arms extended to the side in a blocking position, for example. If the arms are in a “normal” position and the ball strikes them 
this is not a hand ball.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 158: 
In indoor soccer U10+, should the ref blow the whistle to start each restart - free kicks, goal kicks, kick-in etc? Or should the ref blow whistle only for 
certain restarts? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
The referee should be guided by the understanding of the game by the players. If the players are young or perhaps in lower divisions more use of the 
whistle is generally needed by the referee for restarts. For older minor players and higher divisions the players do not need the same level of instruction 
from the referee and thus less whistling can occur.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 157: 
We wound up in a tie situation (we were leading) because of the following reasons: 

a) The clock was not started at the beginning of the second half. I had to notify the official at least one minute into play. 

b) We had a injured defenseman down in our end and play was not stopped. The official was in the direct location. 

Do we have any recourse to recoup the game? How should a lack of clock starting be handled? Is it permissible to challenge the official on the lack of the 
injury call? If so, how is this accomplished? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Certainly it is incorrect for the clock not to have been started at the start of the second half.  Although this shouldn't happen, the fact is...sometimes it does.  
In our experience, there is virtually no chance whatsoever of a game protest on this basis being upheld (but this is a decision for the league alone). 
 
As far as the injury is concerned...the referee is charged with stopping play only in the case of "serious injury" (in our context, this generally involves 
blood, injury to the head, etc... though not exclusively).  In the case of "minor injury" the referee is to allow play to continue and the attend to the player at 
the next stoppage in play.  Evidently the referee felt the injury was not "serious" enough to warrant stopping the game (simply having a player injured -- 
defender or not -- is not an automatic whistle).  Therefore, this is a judgement call on the part of the match officials and would therefore not normally be 
the basis for challenging the result of a match. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 156: 
During a free kick if a player is standing in front of the keeper and the player starts waving their arms in the air and starts steping backwards towards the 



keeper and starts pushing them into the net so the keeper is clearly in the net. Is this a foul or a clean play? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
This is clearly interfering with the goal keeper by commission of a foul (pushing). Even waving the arms but not pushing the keeper is seeking to gain an 
unfair advantage and is considered impeding the goal keeper.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 155: 
I heard a lot about deliberate versus unintentional handball. Unintention handball is still a foul. The only different between deliberate and unintentional 
handball is a card or no card, both should be a free kick. A handball is a handball.  

The only handballs I will allowed are 1) the ball hit the player's hand while the player has his arms tugged in or wrapped around his body/face like a totem 
pole, or 2) his arms are loosely hang along the side of his body and the ball striked at an incredible speed and force. 
I say if a player flapped his arms around or held them up like a starfish and the ball hits, eventhough he's just trying to balance himself (unintentional), I 
still think it should be a handball call. Same goes to those who like to put their elbows up in the air while protection the chest/face. Even if the elbows or 
arms were not moving when the ball striked, it change the direction of the ball and the play. It should be called as handball. 

Please comment and clarify 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Your interpretation is INCORRECT.  FIFA "Laws of the Game" (Law 12) state:  "A direct free kick is...awarded to the opposing team if a player...handles 
the ball deliberately (except for the goalkeeper within his own penalty area)".  Therefore, it is quite clear that "unintentional" handling of the ball is NOT 
an offence.  You list 2 examples of "unintentional" handling of the ball in your question (a player protecting himself, and the sitation where his arms are at 
his sides and the ball is kicked at him).  It should be noted that putting your arms in a situation where handling the ball is likely (such as the player waving 
around like a starfish) would usually be considered deliberate. 
 
It is a very common misperception that "deliberate" handling of the ball is a caution.  A caution is warranted only if the action is "unsporting behavior".  
The most common examples of this are a player deliberately handling the ball to intentionally break up an opponent's attack or a player attempting to score 
by handling the ball. 
. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 154: 
I need to know. I just played a game and the ref was calling interesting calls. Are there any sheets explaining the referee's calls? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 



There are no sheets that explain a referee's call, however, there are evaluation forms that might be able to give you a general judgement on what to look for 
with a referee. Also reading through the Laws and Rules of the game will assist one in understanding what a referee could potentially call in a game.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 153: 
How come people who are about 30 play on such small indoor fields? I mean why are the fields so small. Outdoor the fields are massive! 

(03/03/2006 The Ref's Response: 
The indoor soccer game played in Alberta is not “soccer” as FIFA views it. However, ASA sanctions it and the field size is a function of the space 
available and a desire to have as many fields as possible to maximize the number of games that can be played. FIFA’s preferred indoor game is “futsal,” 
which is played in a gymnasium, with no boards, and a heavier, less responsive ball.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 152: 
Well my question is why are some referee's so different. Arent u looking at the same things. Like i had a ref who called nothin but then i had a ref who 
called something every two seconds. And my coach didnt know half the stuff he was calling. Help me out on this please! 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
As with players referees are at various stages of experience and level of skill. Each referee also has his or her own style of refereeing and tolerance level 
for what FIFA calls “trifling” fouls. A new referee would call a game much differently than a veteran of many years and the veteran would likely read the 
game much better than a rookie. As with playing, the skills required to become a good referee take time and practice to develop. ASA and CDSRA attempt 
to bring consistency to various parts of the game through refresher courses at the beginning of each season and monthly “ART” or Advanced Referee 
Training workshops offered by CDSRA.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 151: 
Is there any rule within CMSA requiring players with braces on their teeth to wear mouthguards?  A friend of mine said that her daughters's U12 team was 
warned that it is required? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
There is no such rule in the CMSA league regulations. However, a referee has a duty to ensure that players do not “wear” any equipment or device that 
may be dangerous to themselves and an opponent. It is possible for a referee to interpret braces as dangerous if the player were to be struck in the face by 
the ball.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 150: 
Is there offsides or 3 line passes in soccer? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 



Part 1: There are no offsides in indoor soccer. 

Part 2: the only time that you could have a valid 3 line pass is if your team has 2 less eligible players than the other team. Eligible players meaning if you 
show up with 4 players to start the match you do not get the right to kick the ball over 3 lines. However if you have 6 players to start and 2 of those 6 
players are in serving penalties then yes you get to play it over 3 lines. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 149: 
According to CMSA are ref's allowed to give penalty kicks to u-10 players? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You will have to contact the Calgary Minor Soccer Association for the answer to this question. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 148: 
How much do you get paid for U10 and U12 games for assistant referee and referee? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You will have to contact the Referee Affairs Committee for the answer to this question. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 147: 
With the new rules with regard to restarting play (from the kick-in line). Where does the ball need to be placed? Does anything happen if the ball is kicked 
from outside the line? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
Some part of the ball needs to be touching (including overhanging) the kick-in line immediately opposite where the ball cleared the boards. If the ball is 
not touching the line then the kick should be retaken.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 146: 
This is my first year indoor refereeing. I have been seeing games where after the ref gives the player 5 seconds to restart and they do not restart they turn 
the ball over to the other team.  What is the ruling when a player does not restart within the 5 seconds? Are there different rulings for different types of 
restarts? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This practice is entirely incorrect.  The rules state that a team has 5 seconds to put the ball back into play at a restart.  If they exceed this time, they are 
guilty of "Delaying the Restart of Play".  This is an offence punishable by a 2-minute time penalty (blue card).  However, since play has not restarted at the 
time of this offence, the restart must be the same.  Therefore, although the team has now been assessed a penalty, they still retain posession of the ball (for 
the free kick). 



(20/12/2005) QUESTION 145: 
Is this the right forum to ask referee to referee questions or is this more for the general public? How often are questions looked at and replied to? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This is the forum that people should come to when they have questions about referee decisions or rules. Also if anybody needs clarity on the rules/laws of 
the FIFA santioned games (ie: outdoor, indoor, futsol, coed, etc....). We get questions from other referees, players, coaches and fans.  All are welcome.  

If an email address is entered, the question is usually answered  quite quickly.  If there is no address, it generally gets answered when it gets posted on the 
website (this is updated every 1-2 weeks). It depends on the volume of questions and what the questions are asking. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 144: 
Is there any restart that if not taken after 5 seconds would result in the kick being given to the other team? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 
No, As stated in the Rules of Indoor Soccer if the player is being penalized for the delaying the match (taking more than 5 seconds) the player must be 
issued a 2 minute minor time penalty and the same team always keeps the possession. It is a penalty enough to already be giving the team a minor penalty. 

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 143: 
The defender passes the ball back to the goalkeeper, and the goalkeeper doesn't use his hands but stands with the ball at his feet for about 10 seconds. If an 
opponent challenges him for the ball can the goalkeeper now pick the ball up? I seem to remember reading that there was a time limit or something where 
he couldn't use his hands. Unless that rule has been changed. 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
You are correct. If the goal keeper has the ball at his feet (within his control) unchallenged by an opponent for five seconds then he or she cannot pick up 
the ball. If they do the restart for this offense is a free kick to the opposing team from the top of the penalty arc.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 142: 
What action should be taken when a coaching/parenting team in U8 displays a lack of respect and antogonistic/threatening attitude toward the opposing 
coaching/parenting team? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
There are a variety of actions that can be taken and we would recommend starting with a clear warning that the behavior is not acceptable. If it persists a 
minor time penalty could be given. If it continues the coach should be dismissed from the game and a misconduct report must be submitted to the league 
by the referee.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 141: 



At a game tonight, a player was given a blue card and 2 minute penalty for what was clearly an accidental trip. I understand a penalty kick but a blue card 
for an unintentional trip? There was no delay in the game as read in your rules. Can someone explain the 2 minute misconduct? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
From your description it sounds like the trip occurred in the penalty area and so a penalty kick was awarded. Most referees will automatically also give the 
two minute time penalty in this situation because if the penalty kick is missed then the team committing the foul does not end up disadvantaged. Of course, 
if the penalty kick is scored, the time penalty is wiped out. It’s a matter of fair play.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 140: 
How do good players get into the professional level? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
This is not a question “ask the ref” can really answer. Many of the club systems in Calgary have technical staff who identify and can assist promising 
players, but this is something to take up with the club and/or the league.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 139: 
We recently had a player benched by a ref during an indoor game because he had braces in his mouth. I have looked through both ASA and CMSA rules 
of I/D soccer and I am unable to find anything that indicates that he should not be able to play. This is not Jewellery and can't harm anyone and he is 
unable to remove it, why can he not play, and I wonder how many others there are out there.  I know of another team that has 3 players with these braces? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
There is nothing specifically in the league regulations to prevent a player playing with braces. However, the referee must ensure players do not “wear” any 
equipment that is dangerous to themselves or other players and it is possible the referee felt braces were a danger if the player were to be struck in the face 
by the ball. This is perhaps a bit overzealous in interpreting the instructions referees are given.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 138: 
Say if I play for a team but am currently injured am i still allowed to go on the bench with them even though they already have 3 coaches on the bench?? 

(03/03/2006) The Ref's Response: 
If you wear a jersey and are listed on the game sheet as a player there is no reason you cannot sit on the bench.  

(20/12/2005) QUESTION 137: 
We recently played an indoor soccer game.  During the course of being awarded a direct kick, our player took longer than 5 seconds to play the ball.  That 
players was then penalized two minutes for delay of game.  Is this correct?  Should this not just be a change of position at the spot of the foul? 

(20/12/2005) The Ref's Response: 



This is 100% correct.  Delaying the restart of play is an offense punishable by a 2 minute minor time penalty.  The free kick is still taken by the original 
team.  Under no circumstances can this be a change of possession. 

(28/10/2005) QUESTION 136: 
When a free kick is awarded, how does the referee indicate which team takes the kick? 

(28/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The referee indicates the team who will take the free kick by pointing his arm in the direction that team is attacking (that is to say at the opposition's goal). 

(23/10/2005) QUESTION 135: 
What soccer game ball size is required for U12 boys team? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The U12 leagues use a Size 4 ball, and they must conform to the standards outlined in the FIFA Law 2 - The Ball regulations. 

(23/10/2005) QUESTION 134: 
In a recent tournement in Red Deer, our team had been awarded a penalty kick during normal play. The resultant penalty kick was taken. The ball first hit 
the inside of the post, then the goal keeper and rebounded out to around the 6 yard line. The penalty taker followed through collected the rebound and 
scored. The goal was disallowed. The reason given was offside. Has there been a recent change in the rules or was this a mistake. 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
From the way that you have stated this situation the player could not have been offside at the time that he scored the goal. The goal should've stood. 

(23/10/2005) QUESTION 133: 
When the ball is kick out by your team in indoor an hits the netting half way up the field where does the ball get placed? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The rule states that team is to take the "Kick In" at the point that the ball crossed over the board and hit the netting from within 1 metre (3 ft) (the marked 
white kick in line).  

(23/10/2005) QUESTION 132: 
I looked at the ASA web site about rule changes for the upcoming indoor season. Apparently they are changing back to the rule that when the ball goes out 
of bounds on the side, the ball is restarted at the point closest to where it exited the field. Will the CMSA referees be calling this rule?  

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
For the Indoor 1005-06 season as with all indoor soccer in Calgary, CMSA games are governed by ASA Rules of Indoor Soccer. Therefore, yes, this 
season we are reverting back to "kick-ins". All of the referees would have been outlined in the Indoor Refresher/Conversion clinics. 



(23/10/2005) QUESTION 131: 
What are the dimensoins of a regular field/size of the net? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
We suggest reviewing Law 1 - the Field of Play, for the (click here) outdoor field/net dimesions or (click here) indoor field/net dimesions 

(23/10/2005) QUESTION 130: 
On Question 104, Wouldn't it be better to obviate the issue by addressing the original dissent? Thus upholding the authority of the AR? By the way, I 
suspect the original post was refering to a club AR. But, that shouldn't affect the need to address the issue, but perhaps rather how the issue is addressed. 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The way that we answered that question is because it would depend on how they are communicating with the AR. So that is why we suggest talking to the 
player or using the cautionary approach. Both ways work it really depends on the level (heat) of the match. 

(23/10/2005) QUESTION 129: 
I was recently in Edmonton and was talking to another ref about carding players and he told me that he gave a red card to a u10 player. Is that legal in such 
a young age or should you just have a discussion with that player and have the coach worry about it? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Naturally our response is going to be that you caution and ejection all players/coaches the same regardless of what age they are. You have to take into 
count that the skill levels of the minor players is still a pretty good level of play and they pick up trends really fast. 

We suggest that still use the law in the same way as every league and eject the player. However, use an education standpoint to explain to the coach and 
player about how the actions are a penal offence. This will at least give them a few options on how to correct the behavior before it gets out of hand in the 
later years. 

(23/10/2005) QUESTION 128: 
Are players allowed to wear eye glasses while playing league games O-35, Div. 3? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The answer is yes you are sortof, we have been asked to use our discretion in indoor. To make sure that the glasses are safe to wear. HOWEVER coming 
in Outdoor 2006 FIFA has stated that players will NOT be able to wear regular eye glasses, the will have to take alternate measures by wearing 
safety/sport eye glasses or contacts or nothing. For now we are asking the players to start thinking about using other methods of eye wear, to make it easier 
to implement next outdoor. 

(23/10/2005) QUESTION 127: 



Are there assisstant referees at the u-10 level? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Yes in some cases there are assistant referees at the U10 mini soccer level to help out the referee. However, over the years the minisoccer is usually 
handled by just one official who does all the duties. 

(23/10/2005) QUESTION 126: 
What is the rule with those solid knee braces, made of hard plastic? Am I allowed to wear one? If not, why not? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The ruling is that you are allowed to wear one. However, what many referees are looking for and are asking individuals who do wear them to buy some 
foam padding or other substance that would cover any hard portion (ie: around the knee joints, etc). What we look for is that they do not present harm to 
others, dangling parts, sharp screws and pinch point joints. If you could potentially reduce the visible danger points it does should that you are cognicent of 
the safety that goes with using a knee brace. 

For more information all of our governing bodies (FIFA and the CSA) have discussed Law 4 Players Equipment (including the use of non-compulsory 
equipment) quite extensively and have come up with this explanation: 

·  FIFA Circular 863 states that the vast majority of commercially manufacturered supports are safe to use. These items pose less of a hazard than 
players accidentally banging heads, for instance. 

·  The major conccern is not the 'hardness' of the equipment alone, rather it should be whether any part of it can cut or wound another player. 
·  Any support must be safe for all players, and adequately padded if necessary. 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 125: 
What steps should be taken to formally complain about a coach? What steps would be taken if complaints were received? Also, at U12 level, can you 
request that your child be put into the lower level team when they should be on the higher level, to avoid the coach?  

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
We suggest that you get in touch with the CMSA with regards to the minors complaint process. As referee's cannot help you out in this administrative 
need. 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 124: 
I'm curious to know, if a player was to take a free kick and point towards a certain portion of the net then shoot in the other direction would the penalty still 



count or is this an illegal play? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This is considered to be a part of gamemanship and is technically illegal and unsporting. If the referee does notice these actions by the player then they 
should give them a verbal warning about their behavior. This could potentially be given a caution for unsporting behaviour in an extreme case of 
disception. 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 123: 
An offensive palyer is on an offside position when the ball is kicked, but comes onside to recieve the ball, gaining an advantage by coming from that 
offside position. Would the offensive player be considered offside (Gaining an advantage by being in that position). Browsing through the 2003 FIFA 
Circular #874 - Law 11, he would not be. Oddly enough, some pregame instructions include that exact example to explain offside-gaining an advantage. 
Which should/do we fallow in alberta? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
FIFA Circular #874 does not preclude the situation above from being judged offside. It merely clarifies the three criteria for being involved in active play: 
interfereing with play, interfering with an opponent. In the situation you describe above, the player is in an offside position when a teammate last touches 
the ball. He then interferes with play by playing the ball. Going back into an onside position before he interferes with play does not relieve him from the 
offense. 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 119: 
What are the rules for tackling from behind? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
No rule states that you cannot tackle from behind. Having said this though you MUST NOT tackle from behind that presents any danger to the player who 
has the possession of the ball. We must consider this even is the ball is touched first. Just remember did the tackling player perform this action in a 
careless, reckless or dangerous fashion in the eyes of the official. Always remember Safety First! 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 118: 
In a recent game a team scored the winning goal on a play i deemed to be foul but the ref didn't call it. Our player was going about to play the ball from the 
air when the player guarding him came in with a high kick. He did not touch our player but got the ball cleanly but his kick was at the height of our players 
head. Is this a foul or since he got the ball cleanly was it classified as a clean tackle? 

(23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
It really depends on how the referee saw this action. If the players were both going in for the ball and were not phased by the action, then we would most 
likely consider it a clean gain of possession of the ball. However if the player was in any way placed in a high position of danger it could have been called. 



It really depends on numerous factors (ie: player hieght, skill levels, etc) 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 122: 
Where can I purchase another referee badge? I like to have a second badge in case I am not able to locate the one I now have. 

(08/09/2005) The Ref's Response: 
We suggest that you contact a member of the executive to purchase. Click here for a listing of the executive. 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 121: 
How can there be a indirect kick when a player is tackled in the box? 

(08/09/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The only time that an indirect kick could be awarded in this case would be because someone commits any other offence, not previously mentioned in Law 
12, for which play is stopped 
to caution or dismiss a player. However, how you explained it above, it should be a direct free kick which would be a penalty kick. 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 120: 
During our game last night a player was in an offside position and her team mate passed the ball up to her. It was ahead of her and she ran toward it, along 
with two defenders. The ball came to a stop near the 18 yard box and the player, who was in the offside position, ran up to it but did not touch the ball. She 
did keep the defenders from playing the ball until she realized she was in an offside position when the ball was passed to her. 
The referee did not call that offside because she did not actually touch the ball. 
Shouldn't that have been called offside since the player was interfering with the defender's ability to play the ball? 

(08/09/2005) The Ref's Response: 
You are correct with your assumption, regardless of the offside player touching the ball, she is deemed to be "offside". She is gaining advantage and 
interfering with the play. 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 117: 
What is the rule regarding having a 'bench mom'. Is this necessary with u-18 girls?. 

(08/09/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The CMSA league rules state that you must for ALL female games have a Woman on the Bench who is 18 years of age or older and not playing.To answer 
your question yes it is necessary at the U18 games because of the nature of the name "Under 18". A majority of the girls that play in U18 are under the age 
that requires an adult on the bench. 

(08/09/2005) QUESTION 116: 



I am registered player in div. 5A for Hungaria 2 and I've been invited to play for Hungaria over 35 (1 game) during the month of August (I am over 35). I 
asked the ref at the beginning of the game if it's ok to play and he said "no problem". Why do I get fined for 80 CAD because your officials don't know the 
rules? 

(08/09/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This has nothing to do with the referee. The referee does not make this decision in any way. It is your responsibility to check the league regulations to see 
if you are able to play under the rules. You got fined because you played illegally, not because of anything the referee did. 

(22/08/2005) QUESTION 115: 
Why did I get a yellow card after celabrating my score blowing a kiss ? Is this an inapropiate conduct? Why,then, the referee punish with a yellow card 
also when a player from the other team punch one of our players on the face? Why the referee is not using the same criterion? I think the referee's attitude 
is not fair. 

(22/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Let's explain it this way, any celebration of any kind (ie blowing kisses, flippin the bird, pretending to snort the goaline, pulling shirts over heads, etc) are 
considered to be a demonstration. Under the FIFA law the referee has the right to caution these actions for unsporting behaviour.  

As for the second portion of your question the referee sometimes doesn't see the same things players do, not to say you are not right about what happened, 
we mean to say every contact is seen differently. If the referee did have full view and did see the punch then they should've ejected the player who did the 
punching. The only thing to remember is that the referee isn't allowed to go on what players say, they are supposed to see it themselves, or through the 
assistant referees. 

(22/08/2005) QUESTION 114: <Regarding Question 103> 
Blue #2 dribbles PAST Red's 2nd to last defender. Blue #1 keeps His position at the top of the arc. There is NO ONE between Blue #2 and Blue #1, but 
the keeper is ahead of Blue #1. The player passed it to him after moving ahead of the 2nd to last defender. I assume this isn't offside? 

<Question 103> Team red is defence, team blue is offence. Red is aligned perfectly at the half line. Blue #1 is in an offside position, all alone, at the top of 
the penalty arc. Blue #2 dribbles the ball past the second to last defender, and is breaking for the goal. He passes it to blue #1. Is this an offside? The ref I 
had said no because we are worried about where the player is at the time the ball played to him, but wasn't he gaining an advantage by being in that 
position. 

(22/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
I am assuming that Blue #1 is ahead of Blue #2 (and is now in fact ahead of all of the Red players). If he is passed the ball by his teammate, he is offside as 



he is closer to the goal line than the 2nd to last defender and closer to the goal line than the ball. 

<Answer 103> You have neglected the critical factor. Where was blue#1 when the ball was passed to him? If he is in an onside position AT THAT TIME 
(behind the ball OR the second last defender) then he is onside. FIFA has a very narrow definition of "gaining an advantage by being in that position" and 
this is not it. Specifically, a player is only "gaining an advantage" for the purposes of offside if he receives the ball after it rebounds off the post, crossbar, 
or goalkeeper (say on a shot). In the situation you described, there is no offense in this situation IF blue#1 was onside when blue#2 passed him the ball. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 113: 
I'm from Mexico, and I'm a striker. I'd like to know ,why can I not whistle during the game, to ask for the ball? The sound when I whistle is not even 
similar to the sound of the referee's whistle. Is there a rule about this on the soccer regulations? I have been playing for 20 years, and I have never here 
about it, and is very dificult for me trying not to do it after all that time playing the same way. 

(22/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There is no law in soccer against making a noise of any kind. However, if in the referee's opinion the sound is intended to deceive or distract an opponent 
or interfere with the referee's game control it is an infraction that could be penalized with a caution for unsporting behaviour.  
 
The key here is the referee's opinion of the intent. You may be doing it quite innocently, but the referee may see it as at least distracting and at worst 
deceptive. It's probably best if you try to break yourself of this habit. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 112: 
In a throwing play, is the defender allowed to stand just off the line to impede a long throw? If yes then is there afoul commited by the offence if the player 
is hit. 

(22/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
A defending player is allowed to stand just off the line. However, any action or movement to impede the throw is an offense punishable by an indirect free 
kick to the team attempting to take the throw.  
 
If the player taking the throw purposely throws the ball at the defender it could be considered "striking an opponent" or even "attempting to strike" if 
he/she missed. 
 
For information, next year the law will require defenders to take a position at least two metres from the thrower, so you might as well get into this practice 
now. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 109: 



I wanted to get your professional opinion on a call that was recently made. We were attacking in the opponents last 1/4 and in turn we had possession and 
were fouled outside the penalty area and the ref called advantage - after this advantage - this same player was taken down in the box by another of their 
players. The ref called the penalty and then called it at the original foul outside of the penalty box - and then changed his mind and moved it to a penalty 
kick. After much discussion and arguing with the other team he handed out a yellow card to the other team and then moved the penalty back to his original 
call outside of the penalty area. 

I am wondering if he is allowed to do this - change his mind three times with one call. In discussions with the ref after the game he stated that he could 
make any call he wants and can change his mind three time if he likes? He stated that he was trying to get their attention? 

I am wondering since this call effected the final outcome if we can protest this game or not? 

(22/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Although we certainly do not recommend to our officials that they make a habit of changing their decisions (and I am not entirely sure what is meant by 
"trying to get their attention"), the referee is entirely within his rights to change his decision so long as play has not restarted. Although you are certainly 
free to protest any game with the league, it is our experience that they are unlikely to overturn a result except in the case of an error on a point of law. As 
this was clearly not the case here, it would seem unlikely that a protest would be successful. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 108: 
A player is in an offside position and a teammate passes the ball in that player's direction. 
The player makes a run to play the ball but it is too far ahead of him and it rolls out of bounds. At the time the player runs to play the ball would the referee 
call offside?  
Or would the referee wait to see if the player is actually going to be able to play the ball before calling it offside? 

(22/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
FIFA has been experimenting with different ways of applying the offside recently. One experiment has been to not call offside until the player actually 
plays the ball, which has led to some absurd situations. Having said that, most referees would call it offside if the player vigorously pursues the ball, but 
would wait to see if that occurred. If the player stopped pursuing the ball most referees would let it roll out of touch for a throw-in. 

Additionally, the player in the offside position is deemed to be offside as soon as he gains an advantage. Depending on individual referees there will be a 
difference as to when they think the player has gained their advantage. Did they gain it when they first stepped toward the ball or did they not gain the 
advantage until they actually got control of the ball. If a referee leaves it too late, he will frustrate players and put players on the field at risk of injuring one 
another. 



(14/08/2005) QUESTION 111: 
I have noticed the ref's calling all slide tackles as fouls. Even if the sliding player cleanly plays the ball and not the opposing player. I understand that a two 
footed slide is a dangerous tackle, and single footed tackle which hits the player before the ball and are therefore both direct free kicks or penalty kicks 
depending on location. Did I miss a rule change? 

(14/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
We have not had any rule changes with regards to these types of fouls. The only changes that have been occuring inside of the Refereeing community is to 
not be soft when calling these fouls. Additionally, if it is in any way putting the player being tackled in "danger", then the call should be made regardless 
of the ball being played first. Safety First!!! 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 110: 
Who disciplines referees and how is their performance monitored? 

(14/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This is the job of the CSF Referee Affairs committee. They oversee the performance and maintenance of the refereeing community. You must contact the 
league to see who is their representative that sits on this committee and send in your information to them. We also suggest that you do fill out the referee 
evaluation sheets and submit them so that the committee can see if there are certain problems or issues developing with officials. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 107: 
How do you know when to assign a direct kick or an indirect kick? 

(14/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
We suggest reviewing the FIFA rules Law 12 Fouls and Misconducts. It states the parameters of Penal and Non-Penal Offences. These types of offences 
are the drivers that tells the referee if the infraction is direct or indirect. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 106: 
Who puts the results of the games on the Calgary soccer website? 

(14/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Each league post their own results dialy, our suggestion is to direct your question to the specific league that you are looking for the results for.. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 105: 
Coaches at some mens and ladies games have not been separating out player cards from what is sometimes a stack of cards in a plastic bag or in a binder 
containing card holders. Is it up to the referee to try and go through two or three teams of cards to try and find the ones on the games sheets? How about 
league rules on this pls. 15 min is not a lot of time between sets? 



(14/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
It is up to the team to separate them out before handing them into the referee. That is why most league have each individual player hand in his own card. 
Agreed 15 minutes is a tight turnaround time in between games, however, handing in cards individually is demanded by the leagues and it is stated in the 
seasonal rules and regulations. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 104: 
Is it considered inappropriate for an assistant referee to respond to a player commenting about or ridiculing his performance or disagreeing with his call? 
During men's games this happens all the time and referees continually do nothing. By doing nothing,they end up enabling this behaviour? 

(14/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Commenting about or ridiculing his performance or disagreeing with his call" is a cautionble offence. It could even be a dismissal offence depending on 
the language used. Assistant Referees are not there to be disagreed with or ridiculed. That behaviour by a player is highly inappropriate, offensive and 
cannot be tolerated. The question, though, concerns verbal responses from the AR's who are subjected to this dissent and abuse. It takes a very stoic 
individual to be subjected to abuse or riducule and not respond. As well, it is within the AR's responsibilities to assist the Referee to control the behaviour 
of players. The AR should not, however, ridcule the player's performance or respond in a likewise unprofessional manner. Whereas the player may prefer 
that he be able to subject the AR to abuse without recourse, he should be thankful that he received a verbal response instead of a caution or dismissal. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 103: 
Team red is defence, team blue is offence. Red is aligned perfectly at the half line. Blue #1 is in an offside position, all alone, at the top of the penalty arc. 
Blue #2 dribbles the ball past the second to last defender, and is breaking for the goal. He passes it to blue #1. Is this an offside? The ref I had said no 
because we are worried about where the player is at the time the ball played to him, but wasn't he gaining an advantage by being in that position? 

(14/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
You have neglected the critical factor. Where was blue#1 when the ball was passed to him? If he is in an onside position AT THAT TIME (behind the ball 
OR the second last defender) then he is onside. FIFA has a very narrow definition of "gaining an advantage by being in that position" and this is not it. 
Specifically, a player is only "gaining an advantage" for the purposes of offside if he receives the ball after it rebounds off the post, crossbar, or goalkeeper 
(say on a shot). In the situation you described, there is no offense in this situation IF blue#1 was onside when blue#2 passed him the ball. 

(14/08/2005) QUESTION 102: 
We ran into a ref last weekend who did not take control of the game. Our goalkeeper was buried in the back twice while trying to field corner kicks and 
after every whistle the other team was talking back to our players. There was plenty of rough play but throughout the game the ref constistently did not 
make any calls. After the game, our assistant coach went to get the scoresheet and the ref commented that our team was not tough enough to be playing 
U18 soccer. We ended up losing the game, is there anyway to dispute the results firstly, and secondly, what can be done to ensure that this ref is looked 
into? 



(14/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The answer to both parts of your question is that you will have to contact the league. With regards to the results, it is generally extremely unlikely for them 
to change. As for the referee, it is important that teams give feedback regarding ALL referees in their matches. It is for this reason that you are given an 
evaluation form to fill out along with your copy of the game sheet. These are then submitted to the league and in this way you are able to comment on the 
officials. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 97: 
We were at a tournament and the players were U-10. The referee called a direct kick for one team and they consequently scored a goal. A parent from the 
other team ran onto the field with papers stating that the rules for this tournament said they were to have an indirect kick. The referee then made the call to 
take away the goal that was scored and for them to do this agian. Is this correct? Did the parent have the right to question the referee on his call after the 
play had been made? From what I could see the coach from the other team did not disagree with the first call? 

(22/08/2005) The Ref's Response: 
In U10 all kicks are indirect free kicks according to CMSA local rules. If the tournament was a CMSA-sanctioned tournament then the referee was in 
error. In any decision the referee can change his or her mind prior to restarting play, so the referee in this case did the correct thing by not allowing the 
goal and re-taking the kick. 
 
The question of the parent's right to question the referee is a different one. Allowing any person to enter the field without the referee's permission is against 
the laws of the game and a dangerous precedent. Regardless of the provocation, the parent should have been ejected from the game. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 101: 
What do you classify as verbal abuse from spectators? If a spectator addresses the lack of calls by the referee on the field by making a remark such as 
"watch the elbows" or come on ref get in the game. Is this classified as abusive? Does the referee have the right to address a spectator and tell them to shut 
their mouth...this to me is combative and unprofessional. If the spectator does not use derrogative language or make a personal attack on the referee is this 
abbusive? 

(16/07/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This is a very difficult question. It isn't recommended that spectators comment about the match because they usually effect the flow of play and bring the 
game into disrepute. They are usually unacceptable and can be cause for expulsion (in the extreme) regardless of the language used. 

While there is probably a better way for the referee to deal with it, comments from the stands remain unacceptable. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 100: 
How far is the penalty spot how many yards? 



(16/07/2005) The Ref's Response: 
As stated in the FIFA Law book under Law 1 Field of Play, a penalty mark is 12 yards (11 metres) from the midpoint of the goalline. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 99: 
Is there any rule against a ref knowing the players on the field? Playing in remote communities such as Airdrie and Okotoks, we seem to find many of the 
refs seem to have previous relationships with the players? 

(AMMENDED 23/10/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There are only rules that state that you shouldn't referee your siblings, and other close relatives. However, there is absolutely nothing that is stated about 
previous relationships. 

Just remember try to remain objective during every game and am conscious not to address them by name. Just remember that sometimes people have 
questions suggesting favouritism or about holding predjuces from previous matches involving the same referee. The one thing that we must remember is 
that we are to do the best we can. Unless these situations bring the game into disrepute, then it should be documented ann submitted to the Referee Affairs 
Committee. They will explore if all options were used to ensure that the relations didn't effect others on the field. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 98: 
I had a discussion last night with another senior official about cautioning a coach for dissent. I know we can not "card" a coach but it must be noted on the 
game sheet (I wrote it up under Refereees comments at the bottom). The other official said I could not mark it in the "yellow card" box as that indicated 
that a card had been shown. What is the proper way of handling denoting a caution (and disissal) of a coach on the game sheet? 

(16/07/2005) The Ref's Response: 
We got in touch with the leagues and ask them your question. They stated that we do not document cautioning a coach on gamesheets. Only if we eject 
them. The only other suggestion that we would have is if you didn't feel that the behavior isn't warranted. Just write up a report and state on the bottom of 
the game sheet to watch for the report about the incident. You never know the leagues may still sanction against inapropriate behaviors without taking in 
the caution or abuse we take before ejecting people. 

In the future we may suggest a "3 strike your out" method. Remember common sense if they are bad and bringing the game into disrepute, go staight to #3. 

1. minor verbal warning. 
2. formal verbal warning. 
3. formal ejection. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 96: 



We had a women's game the other night and there was an indirect free kick awarded to our team for interference against using the 18-yard box. I thought 
that anything called within the 18-yard box results in a penalty shot being awarded. Is this true? 

(16/07/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There are two types of Fouls. Those that result in Direct Free Kicks and those that result in Indirect Free Kicks. Impeding (sic) is an Indirect Free Kick 
offence. Only Direct Free Kick offences result in a Penalty Kick if they occurred in the offending team's Penalty Area. Therefore the Referee was correct 
to award an Indirect Free Kick in the Penalty Area. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 95: 
When can a player pass back to keeper and keeper is allowed to pick it up with her hands? I was told that a player can do anything but kick it with their 
feet.... head it, chest it, knee it, or unintentionally hit it with their foot, as in if someone rebounded it or deflected it off them and the keeper can touch it 
with her hands. 

(16/07/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The Law states that at no time can the Goal Keeper touch the ball with his or her hands if it is deliberately 'kicked' to him or her by a teammate. A kick is 
defined as touching the ball with the foot. Therefore, if the ball is played with the head, knee, chest etc. or if it was not 
deliberately kicked then the Goal Keeper may pick it up. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 94: 
Is it true that coaches tell their kids that if you fall or are accidentally knocked to the ground - indicate that you are hurt? That way your team gets a penalty 
shot on goal. It happens at an u12 game and the other team starting screaming at the referee that our team was doing it on purpose. Well they didn’t\'t but 
the referee was being badgered so he had no choice but to make that decision. Our team respected his decision but 15 min later the same person fall and 
once again is carry off the field only to return 10 min. later. So how do you explain to your children that maintaining good sportsmanship when you hear 
that coaches are telling their kids to fake an injury? 

(16/07/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This is a difficult situation. In sports, amateur or professional, youth or adult, there are some people who believe that it is important to win at all costs, even 
if it means cheating. Faking injuries is cheating. It is an attempt to deceive the Referee into believing that a foul has occurred or that it was worse than it 
was. It is deplorable that someone at the U12 level may be coaching children to cheat. It is hard enough to instill a spirit of fair play in young players 
without bad advice from an unscrupulous coach. I have no advice for you other than to persevere with the spirit of fair play with your children. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 93: 
How does a person become a referee or a referee's assistant (lines person). I am interested? 

(16/07/2005) The Ref's Response: 



You must take an introductory course. The level of course depends on your age and the level of soccer with which you wish to be involved. Typically you 
will take a Class III course which is usually a weekend course (16 hours). Please see the Referee Sections on the ASA or CSF websitefor course locations 
and times. www.albertasoccer.com or www.calgarysoccerfedereation.com. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 92: 
Is there some rule that the linesmen have to change sides or not? Because if they changed, they are going to be always with the same team, is that fair? On 
international games they do not change so they have one team in the first half and the other one in the other half? 

(16/07/2005) The Ref's Response: 
In games with neutral (official) Assistant Referees (linesmen), they do not change sides with the teams. In local games where there are club Assistant 
Referees (volunteers from the teams), the Referee may decide that he or she wants the volunteers to change ends with the teams so that they are helping 
only in their own team's defending half. This is not a rule but a preference of some Referees. Other Referees will have the volunteers stay where they are 
for both halves just like games with neutral Assistant Referees. 

The bottom line is it is all up to the referee that shows up, so ask them what they prefer. 

(16/07/2005) QUESTION 91: 
I am a U10 referee. Is an assistant coach or parent (not sure which -- you can let me know if it would make a difference to the answer) allowed to stand 
behind the goal net to coach/instruct the goalie? I refereed a game where a parent who had been standing behind the goal to "help" the goalie, asked me 
about this after the game because a parent from the other team became very angry that this parent was standing/instructing from behind the goal. The 
parent from the other team told the parent standing behind the goal that he was not allowed to do that, so that ass't coach/parent moved to the sideline (near 
the goal line . near where corner kicks are made) and shouted from there instead? 

(16/07/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Coaches are to coach from their technical area. This area is defined as 1 meter on either side of their bench and up to 1 meter from the touch-line. There is 
no rule as to where parents/fans can stand but behind the net is not generally acceptable as this is distracting to the players and, as you have experienced, 
produces bad feelings in the other fans/parents/coaches. My advice to you is to tell the person that if they are going to be a coach then they must be on the 
bench. If they are a fan, then they are to move to the sidelines, out from behind the nets. 

(29/06/2005) QUESTION 90: 
A player X was fouled, and a free kick was awarded. Before restart of play, the player X that was fouled is dismissed for using offensive language towards 
an opponent Y. What is the restart? Why? 

(29/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 



With this scenario and amidst all the commotion you have to remember why the play was stopped in the first place. 

(29/06/2005) QUESTION 89 <CLARIFICATION TO QUESTION 84 >: 
In regards to the answer of question 84. Any free kick taken by a team within there own Penalty/18yrd area, must leave that area to be valid. For 
clarification, it is not permitted to pass the ball to the keeper or a player within that 18 yr box. 

(29/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The ball is not in play from a Free Kick taken from with the Penalty Area until it directly leaves the Penalty Area. Therefore, if a teammate touches a ball 
that hasn't yet left the Penalty Area the kick is to be retaken as it wasn't yet in play. 

Additionally to the answer "no" you cannot pass it inside of the 18 yard box. We must look at the FIFA Law 13 - Free Kicks. We have copied the excert 
and highlighted the portion that states this: 

Free Kick Inside the Penalty Area 
Direct or indirect free kick to the defending team: 
 
• all opponents are at least 9.15 m (10 yds) from the ball 
• all opponents remain outside the penalty area until the ball is in play 
• the ball is in play when it is kicked directly beyond the penalty area 
• a free kick awarded in the goal area is taken from any point inside that area. 

(19/06/2005) QUESTION 80: 
At the time the ball is kicked a player is in an offside position. The player continues in that offside position. An opposing defender intentionally deflects 
the ball towards the keeper, the ball goes to the player in the offside position. Is this player offside? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
< Revision of statements and additional information (16/07/2005)> 
No. As the ball was last played (deliberately) by a defender, the attacker is not offside. 

If the respondent contending that the deflection (even intentional) constitutes a new phase in play? Has the defence had posession for a significant period 
of time to relieve the attacking player from his or her offside position? By the description of question, the flag must go up for offside. 

(29/06/2005) QUESTION 88: 
Is it permissible for a keeper to draw attention to themselves (somewhere in the continuum between physically [waving hands, jumping] to vocalizing 



[grunting, calling "shoot at me"] when defending the net? 

(29/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The answer is "no" it is not permissible for ANY player (not just the keeper) to draw undue attention to themselves. The intent of this is to distract the 
opposing team and is considered unsporting behavior and is a cautionable offense. Dependant upon the level of play an the intent of the player, another 
option the referee has is to give a verbal warning and then start to issue cards. 

(29/06/2005) QUESTION 87: 
For the benefit of all your referees and especially the younger ones, can you please let them know that they do not have to tolerate verbal abuse from 
coaches or spectators. The lack of respect and profanity used by some coaches towards referees, seems to provide justification for referees and linesman to 
be verbally abused by spectators about calls they made. I recently witnessed an ugly situation which I hope I never have to experience again. 

(29/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
You are absolutely right in your disgust. As a community we always try to encourage every referee (young/old/new/experienced) to deal with this type of 
infringement and intimidation to its fullest extent within their power. 

If action is needed we do have allot of power in dealing with these cases, every recorded case that is involving abuse of an official is brought up to the 
ASA Disciplinary committee and CSF Referee Affairs committee to be dealt with. 

We could always enforce some field level common sense. As a spectator, coach, player, fellow referee or innocent bystander you always should lend a 
hand to the official. If you do experience an offence that has been committed, first let the referee know that you have witnessed the incident(s). Then ask 
them what action they would like you to take. It could be a simple as helping them document it in the ASA Misconduct Match Report or assisting them by 
removing the individual from the park. 

If you do not feel comfortable in talking with the referee or assailant, you could always pool your resources and talk with either coach to get them to help 
you out. Or finally contact the league and they will deal with the inappropriate behaviors. 

Finally, we could always use a pair of extra muscle and eyes when it comes to infractions on all sorts. Remember the officials are all trying to keep it a 
safe environment within the sport you all play for "fun". 

(24/06/2005) QUESTION 86: 
What are the rules regarding linesmen,coaches stepping onto the field while a game is in progress? Also if a player waiting to be subbed on steps onto the 
field,are there too many men on the field? 



(24/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Absolutely NO ONE is allowed to enter or leave the field of play without the referee's attention and signal. If this happens during a match get the referee's 
attention and let them deal with the offending party. Usually most referee's will give a 3 strike methodology when dealing with the offender (1st verbal 
warning, 2nd formal warning and 3rd the ejection of the offender). The referee is there to educate and promote safety of the players, so hopefully alot of 
common sense used before ejecting alot of people out of the park. 

(24/06/2005) QUESTION 85: 
As many referee's are also parents of players I'm wondering what can be done in the following (if anything) situation. A parent that is a referee has ill 
feelings toward a coach and child (personal level). The referee parent now belongs to another team and shows to referee a match between the previous 
team and some other team (ref not associated with either team). Should the concern be addressed prior to kick-off or can the game be postponed until 
another referee can be found? 

(24/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The only course of action is that prior (meaning days prior) you could always write to the league and request that the individual not referee your team for 
that season. Caution you would also have to ask the league if you can do this, some leagues allow it and some do not. Also remember the teams are not 
expected to show up and play against the official's. We are there for the players and every referee/player/coach has a code of ethics that we abide by and 
try to do our best with them. Hope this helps. 

(24/06/2005) QUESTION 84: 
A player commits a foul in the opposing teams goal area. Is the restart on the nearest point of the 6 yrd line, parrallel to where the infraction occured. Will 
this restart be treated as a goal kick? Is the place of restart affected if an indirect or direct kick is awarded? 

(24/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
As for the offence commited by an attacker in the opponents goal area results in a free kick which may be taken from anywhere in the goal area. 

Special note: This could not result in a Goal Kick because the ball never left the field of play out the back of the goal line. But it certainly looks like a goal 
kick. We must remember that any free kick inside of the Penalty Area still has to exit the 18 yard box in order to be a valid kick. 

(24/06/2005) QUESTION 83: 
This is reference to QUESTION 77. I recently officiated a low division U16 game, where a team was playing with 7 players. Mid second half the opposing 
team scored its fifth goal (5-0), I allowed the players to have a quick water break before re-starting play. At this point of the game I was looking at the 
players welfare. Was this correct? is there a better method to handle this situation? 

(24/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 



This is perfectly acceptable you are correct with the concern about the players safety. Especially on those hot days everyone including the referee's should 
be trying to stay as hydrated as they can. When in doubt we always side with caution and try to use common sense. 

(19/06/2005) QUESTION 82: 
Is there any rule that a relative of a team member is not allowed to referee their game? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Each local league regulations stipulate that if you are affiliated to a team in any way that you are not allowed to referee in that game. Having said this it is 
not reccommended that relatives referee in these games. Only under extreme circumstances could it potentially be allowed. Only if BOTH teams are aware 
of the affiliation and BOTH teams agree to have them officiate the game. In this case in MUST be stated on the game sheet and/or match report that gets 
handed into the leagues to show the agreement and the affiliation. 

(19/06/2005) QUESTION 81: 
Are ref's allowed to add on injury time onto the end of a U14 CompA, ICC-A level game? If a goal is scored in this injury time which costs us the win, do 
we have any recourse? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
It is always a contentious issue, however, the answer is 'YES' the referee has the power. If we refer to the FIFA Laws under Law 5 - The Referee has the 
power to add on time for injuries, substitutions, delaying the game techniques (ie, kicking the ball away, carding incidents, etc). Further to this power the 
referee also has the discretion to decide how much time is to be added on. 

To answer the second part: the decision of the referee is "final" and you do not have any formal recourse. You could always protest the final score in the 
game to the league, however, it is like protesting government. This is part of the game.  

(19/06/2005) QUESTION 79: 
What are the requirements for a referee officiating an AMSL game. Track Suite, Shirt & Tie, Is any brand type of jersey required? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
In Calgary, as we do not have reasonable shower facilities at Broadview, track suit is fine. At special times like provincials, shirt and tie may be required, 
but in general not. The vast majority of AMSL officials in Calgary wear Official Sports type jerseys (pinstripes) and usually in yellow or black. 

(19/06/2005) QUESTION 78: 
Are metal cleats allowed to be used in Calgary? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The City of Calgary passed a by-law in 2004, that prohibits anybody from wearing metal studs of any kind on the soccer fields in the city. Also if we reffer 



to the FIFA Law 4 - Players Equipment it states that we are not to use the alluminum or metal studs. In laymans terms you cannot use baseball or rugby 
cleats on the soccer fields. We rarely see soccer cleat companies use anything but the rubber cleated style of boot. 

(19/06/2005) QUESTION 77: 
What are the rules regarding players accessing water while on the field? Do they need to be sub'd off to receive water? 

(24/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The rules don't actually state anything about drinking water on the field. However, we have to use common sense, when you are drinking it must not 
interfere with your playing or others playing. You do not necessarily have to sub the players for them to get water, however, it is an option. Let's take you 
through the recommended ways to handle getting water to your players during the course of a match: 

Option 1 (locations of water bottles): Have water bottles easily accessible at the touchlines on either side of the field. 
You could also have one or two in the back of the goal (note: they must be out of the way and not interferring with the goal). 

Option 2 (players needing water while staying on the field): the player should go to the touchline or goal to get the bottle, the player has to stay on the field 
(unless they get the refs attention to get permission to leave to get water), keeps the break short and quick, then leaves the bottle off of the field of play 
when they are done. 

Option 3 (sub the player): this one is self explanitory. 

Notes: You are NOT allowed to throw bottles on and off of the field, it could potentially strike an unexpected individual (player or spectator) and cause an 
injury. Also ask the referee what they allow for water breaks before the match expecially if it is to be a very hot day. Stay safe and hydrated at every 
possible opportunity. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 76: 
Can you clarify the dress code rule for me....Are Jersey\'s to be tucked in? And what can be done if there is a descrepency? Also is it a offence to wear 
different colored socks? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Jerseys should be tucked in and an experienced referee should ensure so. It is not an offense to wear different colored socks, as long as all players on the 
team do so consistently, unless local league regulations prohibit this. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 75: 
How are some ways a coach can get kicked off the field? 



(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
FIFA law is quite clear on this. A coach or any other "bench" personnel shall remain in their technical area (i.e.: in the 
vicinity of the team bench) and may approach the field to give tactical instructions to their players but must return to their bencha and behave responsibly 
at all times. What this means is that wandering up and down the touch line, publicly objecting to the referee's calls or berating the referee, or urging players 
to illegal or objectional acts are all beyond "responsible" behaviour. In any of these circumstances the offending team official could be warned (cautioned) 
and/or ejected (dismissed) from the game. If the person refuses to leave the referee is within his or her right (and encouraged) to abandon the game and 
write a match report to the league explaining exactly why the match was abandoned. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 74: 
During a game, a parent volunteer linesman supported his team by calling out tips and suggestions for plays (i.e. who to throw the ball to on a throw in) 
and cheered his team on. Isn't there a requirement for a linesman to try to be neutral in his behavior, given that they have the authority to make calls to 
assist the referee? His obvious bias in favour of his team leads me to question some of his calls, or lack of them, particularly when his team scored an 
offside goal (one of several occasions that they were offside). Thank you in advance for your clarification of this matter? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Ideally "club" assistants would behave more neutrally, but such is not always the case. Often as a referee we are saddled with the willing and not always 
the most able or desirable club assistant referee. The duties and authority of a "club" AR are assigned by the referee and may or may not include signalling 
for an offside offense. The bottom line here is that the referee would prefer a club assistant to do his or her duties as assigned, and may dismiss the person 
if they so choose. At the end of the day, it is the referee who makes the decision about an offide or any other offense signalled by a club assistant, so the 
issue of bias should not factor into it. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 73: 
During a game, when our team had several scoring opportunities, parents from the opposing team screamed at the referee to call a time out for subs. Since 
they were seated near our bench, the ref became confused and thought they were our parents. Their behavior impacted negatively on the play of our team, 
who became confused and thought we were asking them to stop the play. None of the opposing team officials did anything to change or correct the 
behavior of these parents. I spoke to the referee after the game (I'm the team manager), which was when he stated that he had mistakenly thought this 
behavior, which impacted negatively on the performance of our team, came from our parents. I know that officials are the only ones who are supposed to 
call for subs during a game, and I believe this constitutes spectator interference warranting some disciplinary action. Please advise as to what recourse our 
team has? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Our first inclination is to contact the league and ask for the formal process of launching a complaint against a team. Also, (with regards to the referee) if 
you encounter this again, you can always ask the referee before the game what their process is for Substitutes. We try to keep things consistent but it is 



hard to Control. What this will do is allow you to see what will be done with the ref you have in front of you. 

Ultimately the spectators are responsible for their own behaviour, but when it interferes with the game, try to get the referee’s attention to deal with the 
people who are causing the problem. They should be removed or relocated to a part of the park where they won’t be as likely to interfere with your teams 
playing. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 72: 
When playing a game and both teams are the same side of the field is coaches aloud to go up and down the field and in front of the other team’s bench and 
further beyond issuing instructions to his team. I was always told the coaches can’t go past the centre field line? 

(12/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The answer is “NO” the coaches are not allowed to travel up and down the touchline. The coaches are expected to remain inside of the ‘Technical Area’ in 
front of their own player’s bench. This is represented by a line that is about 1-2 yards in front and beside the bench. For reference you will see this on the 
fields that the professionals play on. Also you could see if in the FIFA Law book in Law 1 - FIELD OF PLAY. 

Having said this in the city we sometimes experience fields that do not have the benches or even lines on the fields. We must use our imagination in this 
case. Use the common sense of wherever those players/teams have set-up camp; let’s say that the coach has to remain within that technical area of that 
camp. No roaming please. 

Secondly, if you do find that a coach is traveling DO NOT TAKE IT INTO YOUR OWN HANDS, when the play is stopped try to get the officials 
attention and let them deal with it. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 71: 
During a U10 boys game one of our players ran in front of the other teams goal keeper and the ball went between the two players and went in the net, but 
the goalie ran into our player and the goal was disallowed because our player interfered with the goalie, if a goalie runs into a player should the goal still 
count? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This is a hard one to answer without being there. Did the attacking player interfere with the keeper? If, in the referee's opinion the answer is yes, then the 
goal should certainly be disallowed. If not, then the goal should be allowed. This is one of those discretionary calls for which referees are "paid the big 
bucks" to make. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 70: 
At U10 level, on a free kick, can a player kick a ball directly at the opposing net. If on a free kick, a player kicks the ball at the opposing net, the goalie 



fumbles the ball, and another player kicks it in, is it a goal? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
All free kicks in U10 are indirect, including penal fouls (no penalty kicks). In the scenario presented, absolutely it is a goal, since the keeper touched the 
ball. 

Our background for the answer: We must refer to the rules for Mini-Soccer U10 level, these are outlined in the ASA's website at this address: 
http://www.albertasoccer.com/absoccer/Referees/Rules%20of%20Mini%20Soccer/ASA%20Mini%20Soccer%20Rules.doc. 

Having said this we direct you to the Rule 9 - FREE KICKS on page 3. It states that all restarts are Indirect. The definition of Indirect Free Kick is that the 
ball has to be touched by another player. Note: player means any eligible player on the field of play. So if the ball was kicked directly into the opposing 
net, the goal is disallowed and the game is restarted with a goal-kick for the defending team. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 69: 
Under 'RAC REMINDERS: Letter Upgrading', it states that to be upgraded one needs to be assessed and/or sit in an upgrade course. Does this hold true 
for being upgraded from a C to C+, or B to B+? Or is this awarded by years of experience? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The RAC is suggesting that the only way to upgrade your local rating is to sit an upgrade course and/or get assessed. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 68: 
Is it considered illegal for an attacking striker to "hook" the defender? For example, a through ball is kicked through for the striker. The striker shields the 
defender with their back to the defenders shoulder and turns the defender as the ball passes. Difficult to explain, but I hope you understand what I'm 
getting at. The attacker doesn't necessarily touch the defender, simply plays position on the defender. Does the ruling change if contact is made during the 
"shield and turn"? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Although it is hard to describe, most senior officials have experienced the scenario you describe. Positioning one's body to gain an advantage is not, per se, 
an offense, even if it results in the defender is "encouraged" to move as a result. Physical contact to enhance the action could be called either impeding or 
pushing depending on the situation. As with many of these situations, it is at the referee's discretion as to whether the "spirit" of the laws was infringed. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 67: 
Is proper for a Senior Ref to Coach Players on the field (other team) in reference to off-sides? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 



it depends on the level of the game. In lower level and lower age soccer referees are encouraged to be educators. At higher level and older age games it 
would be completely inappropriate for the referee to "coach" players. However, if a player were to ask for a clarification of a law or interpretation it would 
be appropriate for the referee to explain. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 66: 
Should a player be told she cannot play by the Ref if she is wearing a nose stud? He has allowed ear studs to be taped. 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
It is a duty of the referee to ensure players are not wearing anything that could be dangerous to themselves or another player. It is conceivable that a nose 
stud could be potentially injurious to other players and the referee would be completely within his/her rights to deny that player from playing as long as the 
stud was in place. Tape may or may not mitigate this. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 65: 
Should a player be asked by the Ref to change her socks if she is wearing a pair of soccer socks next to her legs then her shin pads and then another pair of 
socks over her shin pads? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The laws of the game only state a player must wear shin pads that must be covered by socks. If a player wants to wear a pair of socks under the shin pads 
in addition to a pair over, we see no problem. 

(12/06/2005) QUESTION 64: 
We have had several U12 CMSA refs declare that they will only allow 2 substitutions while it is clear the rule amendments on the CMSA website allow 3. 
The refs declare "they can override CMSA" and claim it is for speed of play. This is inconsistent and means some players sit rather than share the playing 
experience. Also some refs are only letting us play 30 minutes vs 35. Can refs override CMSA rules? 

(19/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Under FIFA law, substitutions are made at the referee's discretion, subject to local league regulation. What the "subject to" means is up to interpretation. 
Generally, referees would interpret that to mean "unlimited substitution" vs. the restrictive rules under which most international or professional matches 
are played. "Unlimited" means a player can be substituted off and then come back in at a later time in the game. In international and professional matches 
once a player is substituted, they cannot return. 

Local league regulations are intended to be advisory to the referee and are subordinate to FIFA law, so dubstitutions are always at the referee's discretion 
and if the referee decides only two at time, then that's the way it is. Having said that, we would encourage referees to respect the wishes of the local 



authority. 

On the second issue, time is kept by the referee. However, FIFA law states the game will consist of two EQUAL halves with the duration allowed to be 
adjusted by local regulation for games involving minors, seniours and women. The referee can use his or her discretion in situations where losing sunlight 
may be an issue, where there is an unusually lopsided score, or where inclement weather imposes a shortened game. Simply shortening it for 
"convenience" is frowned upon. 

(06/06/2005) QUESTION 63: 
If the goalie uses his hands outside the 18 yard box and stops the play when the opposing team was attacking, is this an infraction that results in a card? 

(12/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The question of whether to caution for unsporting behavior or dismiss for denying a goal scoring opportunity by deliberately handling the ball is one that is 
at the discretion of the referee. If the keeper was unaware or unsure of his/her position due to poor field markings or other circumstances it would perhaps 
be simply a free kick. If this was not the case, i.e. the keeper knew EXACTLY what he/she was doing then it is at least a caution. If there was an obvious 
goal scoring opportunity prevented then it could be a dismissal. As with all such situations, it is not black and white: that's why the referee is on the field. 

(31/05/2005) QUESTION 62: 
During a game, is it against the rules for a player on the field to call "mine" when going for the ball? I have heard refs comment to players, but could not 
hear what he said. Also, can you yell "Nick" when passing the ball to Nick? What are the rules governing what you can and can't say? Thanks for your 
time. 

(12/06/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There is nothing in the law that directly addresses this. However, any calling out of any kind that is done with the intent of deceiving the opposing team is 
considered unsporting behavior and is a cautionable offense. The customary approach is for the player receiving a pass to "put a name on it," but this is not 
a requirement. "Mine" is acceptable provided it is not done to deceive the opposition. Calling out to a team mate who is the intended recipient of a pass is 
equally permissible. 

(31/05/2005) QUESTION 61: 
A player received a yellow card for dangerous tackle. After the referee returns the card to his pocket he points to the players bench. The player turns and 
goes off the field. The referee calls for the player and gives her a second yellow card for leaving the field. The referee even writes this on the game sheet as 
the reason for the second yellow card. When the coach asks the referee at the end of the game, he says that the second card was for leaving the field. 
 
I was not aware of any rule that states you cannot leave the field of play. I know that you can get a yellow card for entering the field after you have left, 
without the referees consent, but not leaving the field. Could you let me know what rule does not allow you to leave the field and whether it is a yellow 



card offense? 

(31/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There are 7 cautionable (yellow card) offences in the Laws of the Game. The 7th is "Deliberately leaving the field of play without the referee's 
permission." The only times when it is permitted for a player to leave the field of play without the referee's expressed permission is at half time or when it 
occurs as a natural part of play (ie. leaving the field to dodge a tackle or to retrieve a ball which has gone out for a throw in). 

(27/05/2005) QUESTION 60: 
A defender takes a throw in. He throws the ball directly to his own keeper. The keeper picks up the ball in his penalty area. Has an infringement occurred? 

(31/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
An infringement has occurred i.e. a goal keeper cannot handle a ball(with his hands ) having received it from a team-mates throw-in. Indirect free kick to 
the opposing team which is also subject to the special circumstances of Law 8. 

(27/05/2005) QUESTION 59: 
In regards to Law 16 - The Goal Kick, I know it states that all opposing players must be outside the penalty area at the time of kick. The defending players 
can stay in the penalty area, but if they touch the ball before it is properly put into play it results in a rekick. Is there any requirement that they should be 
outside the penalty area the same as the opposing team? I have seen some teams recently keep players inside the area to mark players just in case they 
intercept a goal kick and are quick to bring it back in for an offensive opportunity? 

(31/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Only opposing players have to remain outside the penalty area on a goal kick. The opposing players must remain outside the penalty area until the ball is in 
play i.e. the ball has traveled directly beyond the penalty area into the field of play. 

(24/05/2005) QUESTION 58: 
There was a last minute call in a critical match that I did not understand. We were attacking in the oppositions goal area when one of their defending 
players sat on the ball preventing our players from scoring (not the goalie). The referee blew the play down and surprisingly played a drop ball at that 
point. Should that not have been either a penalty kick or at least an indirect kick for some sort of delay of game by the defending team. If not, can I now 
tell my boys that if they are are in trouble just sit on the ball? 

(31/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Their is no requirement for a player to play the ball after the ball is in play, however if by sitting on the ball the player is preventing an opponent from 
playing the ball, an indirect kick to the opponents could be given for playing in a dangerous manner. i.e. dangerous to himself. Delay of game only applies 
to restarts. 

(24/05/2005) QUESTION 57: 



I have searched high and low throughout the FIFA law book and there is no reference whatsoever to \"professional foul(s)\" or what they are. All of the 
local league rule sheets state to keep a players ID card and to submit it with the misconduct report if they are sent off/dismissed, except for \"professional 
fouls\". Can you please clarify exactly what are professional fouls and what are not? Why are they not mentioned in the FIFA law book? Is it an \"old 
school\" term? 

(24/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There is no reference to professional fouls in the law book. This is a conventional term used to describe two offenses in particular: 'Denying an obvious 
goal or goal scoring opportunity by (a): deliberately handling the ball or (b): an offense punishable by a free kick". 

(24/05/2005) QUESTION 56: 
A defender receives the ball, pops it up and heads it to the keeper. The keeper picks up the ball. Pass back, is the restart where the player heads the ball, or 
where the keeper picks it up? 

(27/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The restart would be taken from where the incident occurred. Saying this it is from where the goalie picked the ball up with his/her hands. 

(17/05/2005) QUESTION 55: 
When a player is injured on the field, do all the other players have to sit down on the field? I did not see that rule anywhere in the rule book. I have also 
heard it was against the rules to sit on the field. Please clarify. 

(17/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There is absolutely no rule that says players must sit down. There is also no rule that says they can't. This is a practice which was adopted by coaches of 
young players as a way of keeping them from running around while the injured player is being tended to. 

(17/05/2005) QUESTION 54: 
When taking a penalty kick, is it within the rules for a kicker to touch the ball forward and his teammate to run onto to it and kick it in. The teammate 
waits outside the box for the ball to be touched and runs onto it after? 

(17/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Yes this is permitted. The teammate must fulfill all the positioning requirements of the penalty kick (outside the penalty area, behind the ball, etc..) until 
the ball is touched by the kicker. After that, provided the ball moves forward, there is nothing wrong with this. 

(17/05/2005) QUESTION 53: 
I have seen penalty kicks being awarded followed by yellow cards or red cards and in some cases no cards at all. What is the rule? 

(17/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 



There is no hard and fast rule regarding penalty kicks. From the point of view of the laws, a penalty kick is no different than any other direct free kick 
except that the offense occurred in the penalty area. As a result, anything which would be penalized with a yellow card or red card in the open field would 
be equally punished at the awarding of a penalty kick. 

Having said that, the proximity to the goal when a penalty kick is awarded makes it more likely that a yellow or red card may follow since it usually means 
a scoring opportunity was broken up. In particular, the laws read "[A player who] Denies a goal or obvious goal scoring opportunity by an offense 
punishable by a free kick or penalty kick shall be shown the red card and dismissed". This is often the red card which comes with a penalty. 

(17/05/2005) QUESTION 52: 
I was reffing a U-10 girls city league game this afternoon, and one coach was commenting on the use of drop balls, I was curious as to whether or not you 
are to use drop balls in a U-10 game? 

(17/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There is no rule specifically directed at glasses. The referee does have the responsibility not to allow a player to wear anything which is dangerous to 
himself or another player. It would be considered EXTREMELY unusual for a referee to prevent a player from wearing glasses in a match. 

(11/05/2005) QUESTION 51: 
My son is playing competitive soccer for the first time (U12). Is there a rule that states he cannot wear his eyeglasses while playing a game unless they are 
covered by protective goggles? 

(11/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There is no rule specifically directed at glasses. The referee does have the responsibility not to allow a player to wear anything which is dangerous to 
himself or another player. It would be considered EXTREMELY unusual for a referee to prevent a player from wearing glasses in a match. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 50: 
An offensive player on one side of the field has the ball. There is a team mate on the other side of the field and clearly offside. The 1st player make a long 
ball toward the offside player and a third offensive player (not offside comes up and takes the ball before it gets to the offside player. Should this be 
offside? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
As stated above and in this case Yes the 2nd player is in a "Offside Position" BUT it is a NOT OFFSIDE offense. You cannot penalize the 3rd offensive 
player for making a good decision and moving through onto the ball. 
 
The grey area starts when you think about the following applied to this scenario. 



 
Note: It becomes an "offside offense" when a player in an offside position is, at the moment the ball touches or is played by one of his team, he is, in the 
opinion of the referee, involved in active play by: 
• interfering with play ; or 
• interfering with an opponent; or 
• gaining an advantage by being in that position  

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 49: 
My son plays for a u12 team and my question is can another player such as the defensemen take a goal kick. I was not sure if someone else could at this 
level? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
YES!! Any player from the defending team may take the goal kick. Also note that this is not a level specific question. The answer holds true at any level of 
play. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 48: 
For U-12, can the player pass the ball with his feet to his goalie? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
A player can always pass the ball to his goalie at any time during the match. They act just like a player in that sense. However, the goalie can not touch the 
ball with his hands after receiving the ball directly from his defender. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 47: 
If a ball is kicked directly into an opponent's goal following a free kick for offside, is that a goal? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
No. Offside is penalized by an indirect free kick. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 46: 
If a penalty was awarded and after the signal is given to take the kick, the kicker took the penalty hit the cross bar and rebounded to the kicker who then 
scored, but the referee awarded an indirect free kick instead, should that been a goal? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
No. The kicker touched the ball a second time before it had been touched by another player. The referee correctly awarded an indirect free kick to the 
defending team from the spot where the ball was touched a second time. 



(08/05/2005) QUESTION 45: 
If a penalty was awarded and after the signal is given to take the kick, the nominated kicker decided not to take the kick and asked another player to take it, 
the referee refused to allow the change of kicker, was he correct? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Prior to the kick being taken, there is no reason why a new kicker cannot be chosen. In this event, the referee must identify this new kicker (specifically to 
the opposing goalkeeper) and should then signal again for the kick to be taken 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 44: 
If a penalty was awarded and after the signal is given to take the kick, and a defender stepped into the penalty area, the referee allowed the kick to be taken 
and when the ball was punched away by the goal keeper the referee awarded the kick to be re taken and the offender was cautioned, did he do the correct 
thing? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Yes the kick must be retaken. The referee is justified (although not required) in cautioning the encroaching defender. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 43: 
If a penalty was awarded and after the signal is given to take the kick and the kicker played the ball forward to a team mate standing out side the penalty 
box in an offside position, the referee awarded an indirect free kick, was that correct? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This is an impossibility under the laws. The referee does not signal for the kick to be taken until all players have taken up an appropriate position. A 
teammate of the kicker could not be standing in an offside position (as this would be ahead of the ball). If the player was properly positioned at the time 
the signal was given and then took up a position ahead of the ball before it was played, then yes the referee is correct to award an indirect free kick to the 
defending team from the place where it was touched by the attacker. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 42: 
If a penalty was awarded and after the signal is given to take the kick, one of the attacking players entered the penalty area and the referee allowed the kick 
to be taken and when the ball went over the cross bar he awarded a goal kick, was the referee correct in doing this? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Yes. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 41: 
If a player shot for an open goal and the ball is obviously going to enter the net, but the referee was in the way got hit by the ball and the ball still rolled in, 
would the referee still award the goal or call for indirect free kick or drop ball? 



(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This is a GOAL. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 40: 
If a player is sent off before the game commences can he be replaced? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, but make sure that you document everything on the Match Discipline Report that gets submitted to the League. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 39: 
Has the referee got the power to extend the match to allow a penalty kick to be taken? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, this is the ONLY time the referee may use "EXTENDED time" during the course of a match. This is covered under the LAW 7 – The Duration of the 
Match. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 38: 
Can the referee change his decision once the game has been restarted? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Absolutely not, NO, NADA, NEVER. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 37: 
If a player who is in an offside position and receives the ball from the ground when the ball is dropped by the referee is that off-side or not offside? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This player is deemed to be NOT OFFSIDE. 
 
Because the player in an offside position is only penalized if, at the moment the ball touches or is played by one of his team, he is, in the opinion of the 
referee, involved in active play by: 
• interfering with play; or 
• interfering with an opponent; or 
• gaining an advantage by being in that position. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 36: 
If a player who is in an offside position and receives the ball from a throw in from a team mate is that off-side or not offside? 



(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This player is deemed to be NOT OFFSIDE. It states this specifically in Law 12 - Offsides. That state: 
 
There is no offside offence if a player receives the ball directly from: 
• a goal kick; or 
• a throw-in; or 
• a corner kick 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 35: 
If a player who is in an offside position and receives the ball from a corner kick is that off-side or not offside? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This player is deemed to be NOT OFFSIDE. It states this specifically in Law 12 - Offsides. That state: 
 
There is no offside offence if a player receives the ball directly from: 
• a goal kick; or 
• a throw-in; or 
• a corner kick 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 34: 
If a player who is in an offside position and the ball is received from an indirect free-kick taken by a player of their own team would that be off-side or not 
offside? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This player is deemed to be OFFSIDE. 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 33: 
If a player who is in an offside position and receives the ball directly from a goal kick would he be called off-side or not offside? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This player is deemed to be NOT OFFSIDE. It states this specifically in Law 12 - Offsides. That state: 
 
There is no offside offence if a player receives the ball directly from: 
• a goal kick; or 



• a throw-in; or 
• a corner kick 

(08/05/2005) QUESTION 32: 
When a penalty kick is given up, we see referees give red cards,yellow cards and sometimes no cards at all. What is the rule? 

(05/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
No response at the time of posting. 

(01/05/2005) QUESTION 31: 
In a recent match, an offensive player had the ball go off her hand and into the opposition net. The coach from the other team complained loudly that this 
should be a red card as she intentionally hit the ball into the net with her hand. The referee simply called a hand ball and gave a free kick to the opposing 
team. The referee ignored the complaining coach. Was the referee correct in her call? 

(08/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
No, If (as you describe) the ball simply "went off her hand" the referee would have been correct to rule that there was no foul and allow the goal to stand. 
Given that he apparently did not think that this was the case (ie, he determined the handling to be deliberate)  
then there is still another question to ask. If it was a simple case of deliberately handling the ball and it just happened to go in the goal, then a free kick and 
no further sanction is the correct decision. If (in the opinion of the referee) the player was deliberately attempting to score a goal by handling the ball then 
the correct decision would be a free kick and a caution (yellow card) for unsporting behavior. In no case should a player be shown a red card in this 
situation. 

(01/05/2005) QUESTION 30: 
Is there a rule that you have to shoot the ball in a game? Can your team just play possession the whole time? If your team is playing for a tie, and your 
team needs the tie to get into a better seeding, is it wrong to not score? 

(01/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
There is nothing in the laws to stop them a team from not scoring or playing a possession game. Therefore, the referee is to do NOTHING during the 
match. It is conceivable (though entirely unlikely) that a competition committee might have a problem with it, but that is not the referees' concern. If you 
really noticed this during a match and thought it was a problem, you COULD write it up in the match report and explain what you saw happening. 

(01/05/2005) QUESTION 29: 
The keeper has the ball and is about to drop kick it back into play. If the keeper\'s style of drop kick allows for the ball to be tossed in the air before the 
kick is the ball live between the time it leaves the keepers hands and reaches their foot? Assuming the offensive player is not impeding the goalies ability 
to put the ball back into play could they take the ball while its in the air? 



(01/05/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The answer is "NO". FIFA Q&A #23 (Law 12) states: "It is an offence to prevent the goalkeeper from releasing the ball from his hands. The releasing of 
the ball from his hands and the kicking of the ball is considered to be a single action.". 

(19/04/2005) QUESTION 25: 
Can a player taking a penalty kick, fake a kick? If so, Why? If not, why not? 

(19/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
FIFA UNDER REVIEW 

(20/04/2005) QUESTION 28: 
With the new CMSA structure, clubs may enter a number of teams at the premier level. Can a higher ranked team from a club call up a player from a lower 
ranked team in the premier seeding round? 

(20/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
This question is not really for the referee to answer, however, we can put you on a path to figuring out the answer. We recommend that you talk with the 
CMSA. As they set up the formal structure of the Player Movement. The answer should be outlined within their Competitions Play-up Rules. Try looking 
through their website at: www.calgaryminorsoccer.com. 

(20/04/2005) QUESTION 27: 
Is it a red card, if you stop turn and kick the ball at the opposing fans? 

(20/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The answer is YES. Regardless if the ball is in/out of play when this action was taken. The player is guilty of Violent Conduct and is ejected from the 
game. His/Her team would restart the match less one eligible player (10 players) on the field. To restart the play you would award an Indirect Free Kick to 
the opposing team from where the incident initiated. Finally, you would record this incident and story in the final Match Misconduct Report that gets 
handed into the league. The league the will use the report to potentially impose further sanctions against the player for their behavior and actions. 

(19/04/2005) The Ref's Response < UPDATED ANSWER for Q18 > 
If the referee did not signal for the kick to be taken, then in fact, the ball was never deemed to be in play, therefore the kicker must retake the kick, 
regardless of whether the ball was saved or entered the net.  

(19/04/2005) QUESTION 26: 
My 15 years old son just got certified as a referee. How do I sign him up with the various soccer associations i.e. Signal Hill and Rangers to offer his 
services? 



(19/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
First thing is to get your name and availability into the CSF Referee Scheduler. The CSF Referee Scheduler handles all of the matchplay scheduling for the 
clubs and leagues. She can be contacted at refereescheduler@calgarysc.com. However, there are still some community teams and leagues that require 
referees and they have a coordinator contact that could assist you with getting matches. When in doubt contact the Calgary Minor Soccer Association 
(CMSA 279-8686). 

(19/04/2005) QUESTION 24: 
What would you say from your experience, about how many things during a soccer game can cause a concussion? What are things to prevent this from 
happening in a game situation? Do you have any suggested treatments? 

(19/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
We cannot actually say what causes a concussion. For that explanation you would have to go through the National Medical Foundation's sections on the 
brain and concussions. 

Having said this we could give you a few guidelines. Everything in soccer can potentially give you a concussion. Basically it is when the brain gets 
swished around in your head. So any action (ie: falling down, heading the ball, running into somebody, etc) that could create the swishing. 

Remember you cannot see when somebody has a concussion. We would recommend that you just take caution when a player might have had a collision 
and may shown signs of a concussion. ALWAYS when in doubt contact the Professionals (Doctor or EMS). 

"It is better to be safe than sorry". 

(12/04/2005) QUESTION 23: 
We have 18 players on an outdoor U16 team. This will cause numerous and frequent substitutions during the course of a game. The rule states that a 
maximum of 2 subs can be made at any one time. Does the referee have any latitude to allow 3 or even 4 subs at a time? If the opposing coach is agreeable 
can this be accommodated? 

(20/04/2005) The Ref's Response: < Amendment> 
We found that from the CMSA website ( http://www.calgaryminorsoccer.com )it says: 
 
Rule Amendments: 



(1) Tier I teams can register up to 20 players on their roster but may only dress and play 18 players per game. 

(2) You can substitute up to a max of 3 players at a time. 

(04/04/2005) QUESTION 22: 
A goalie is in possession of the ball inside the penalty area and about to kick or throw the ball out. Can a player from the opposition stand in front of the 
keeper to block the throw/kick? Can the player move with the keeper to prevent his/her throw/kick? Is it any different for indoor vs. outdoor? 

(04/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
A player is entitled to his/her position. However, impeding the keeper from putting the ball in play is an infringement (impeding). Thus, they cannot move 
to prevent the keeper from putting the ball into play. It is not any different from outdoor to indoor other than you have an additional sanction ( a minor 
time penalty) in your tool kit. 

(04/04/2005) QUESTION 21: 
Once a referee has called a goal, can he/she change his/her mind and disallow the goal? 

(04/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Yes, provided he/she does so before play restarts (before the kick-off). The referee can change any decision based on input from their Assistant Referee(s) 
or on the basis of his own decision. Once play is restarted however, the goal MUST stand. 

(04/04/2005) QUESTION 20: 
During the last 3 minutes of the U12-2 game a player on offense can\'t get to the ball so he pushes his defender. It happened near the end boards at the edge 
of the penalty area. The defender hits the end boards due to the push from behind. I immediately summon the offender and show him the blue card. I then 
turn around and see that the defender is seriously injured and appears to be labouring to breath. His face shows agonizing pain. I realized too late that this 
is a violent contact and I show the red card to the offender to send him off. The coach starts to go ballistic saying I cannot change my call, also saying he is 
a referee and that I am not allowed to upgrade my original blue card call. I told I don\'t care if he objects but I have to make the right call which calls for 
sanctioning the offender by sending him off. I tried to find a rule in the laws of the game but I cannot find anything specific. Please advise me how I 
should have handled this as it was not covered? 

(04/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Provided play has not restarted the referee is quite entitled to change the call. However, the fact there was an injury is not in itself sufficient reason. 
Remember the definition of boarding: a Penal Offense which causes an opponent to impact the boards in an Uncontrollable Manner that Could cause 
injury. Sounds like the crime fit this description and the right call was made. 

(04/04/2005) QUESTION 19: 



Are the refs able to give cards to a team if the crowd is yelling things to the ref? 

(04/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The team is responsible for its fans. I would first ask the coach to deal with the fans and, if that is not done or if the fans do not accept it, the referee is 
perfectly within his rights to give a 2 minute penalty to the bench. 

(04/04/2005) QUESTION 18: 
Penalty kicks (shoot out) are being done to determine a winner in a game. The shooter kicks the ball before the whistle is blown but the goalie still 
manages to save the goal. Should the shoot be retaken or stand as a save? 

(04/04/2005) QUESTION 17: 
The information on the ASA website for the Cooper Fitness test is a bit sketchy. I\'ve not partaken in it yet but have good intentions this year. I\'d like to 
start spending a few evenings in the gym preparing for it. Please arrange to provide some details, perhaps a link in the upcoming events, of what I can 
expect? 

(04/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
We found a link on the ASA website that outlines what the requirements are for the Cooper Fitness Test. The link is 
http://www.albertasoccer.com/Referees/ 
Referee%20Development%20Programs you will need to click on the Cooper Fitness Test requirements link. As for the dates of the Cooper Fitness Test for 
the 2005 season you should receive that information in the Referee Refresher Courses. 

(04/04/2005) QUESTION 16: 
A goalie is in possession of the ball inside the penalty area and about to kick or throw the ball out. Can a player from the opposition stand in front of the 
keeper to block the throw/kick? Can the player move with the keeper to prevent his/her throw/kick? Is it any different for indoor vs. outdoor?  

(04/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
A player is not allowed to impede the keeper's ability to put the ball in play. A player is allowed to stand in front of the keeper, but not to move with him to 
obstruct the keeper. It is the same indoor and outdoor, although indoor you have one more possible sanction (2 minute time penalty) in addition to verbal 
warning and caution. 

(23/02/2005) QUESTION 11: 
If both teams are going for a loose ball. If one team has a player that steps in front of you and blocks path to ball allowing another player to retrieve the 
ball. Obstruction? Basically a pick play. 

(04/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
What is described above is Impeding (FIFA’s new term for Obstruction), a technical offence, provided that the player was not merely shielding a ball that 



was within playing distance (at that point it does not matter if a team mate then plays the ball). It could also be interpreted as Holding, a penal offence, 
depending on the amount of body contact involved in the ‘pick play’. 

(23/02/2005) QUESTION 10: 
Is it obstruction and a pentalty if a player uses both hands out to the sides to block or make it harder to get to the ball allowing time for a team mate to pick 
up ball. More of a case that you are in the box and this happens allowing the goalie extra time to get to ball taking away scoring chance. 

(04/04/2005) The Ref's Response: 
It may be interpreted as Impeding if a player interposes his or her body between an opponent and the ball provided the ball wasn’t within playing distance 
of the player. As Impeding is a technical offence, it would not be a Penalty Kick even if it occurs in the player’s own Penalty Area. In indoor soccer, 
technical offences in the Penalty Area result in a Direct Free Kick from the top of the arc. In outdoor soccer it would be an Indirect Free Kick from the 
place where in infringement occurred. 
 
As the Referee is charged with not whistling for trifling or minor offences, often she or he will also consider whether the player being impeded had a 
chance of getting to the ball before deciding to call the infringement. 

(08/03/2005) QUESTION 15: 
A penalty awarded to the other team. They take there shot and our team stops and clear the ball out. The referee on the floor blow his whistle and lets them 
retake the penalty shot because he did not blow his whistle. Is this right or wrong? 

(08/03/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The Rules of Indoor Soccer and the Laws of the Game (outdoor) require that the referee gives a signal for the kick to be taken. The Rules (Laws) do not 
require that the signal be a whistle but that is the common signal. By the description in the question, the signal had not been given for the kick to be taken 
and therefore the Referee should not allow the Penalty Kick to be taken until he/she is satisfied that all the conditions of the kick are met and a signal is 
given. The Referee is correct to have the kick retaken whether the goal was scored or not. (Also refer to Q.4 under Law 14 in the 2004 FIFA Q&A 
booklet.). 

(08/03/2005) QUESTION 14 <addition to (12/02/2005) Question 9>: 
The two teams taking part in this violent blood-bath, should the teams be disqualified for being dangerous to society? If they are still able to continue with 
the season, then does this promote more violent, martial and malice behaviour and create hatred and enmity between more of the teams if the two violent 
teams are not rightfully punished?  

(08/03/2005) The Ref's Response: 
It seems like you are using this vehicle to vent about that match. The answer that The Referee could give you is: match official referee/assistant referee 



could only be a witness to these actions. They would normally record any malicious behaviour on the match report and then forward that report onto the 
League to take the appropriate actions. Our suggestion is to contact the league, they will tell you their process for filing formal complaints outside of the 
official's match report. 

(08/03/2005) QUESTION 13: 
What are the dimensions for a regular outdoor soccer net for U14? 

(08/03/2005) The Ref's Response: 
If we refer you to the FIFA Rule #1 "Field of Play". It states that for all age groups the soccer nets (except for mini soccer) are to be a distance of 7.32 m (8 
yds) between the posts and the distance from the lower edge of the crossbar to the ground is 2.44 m (8 ft). Sometimes, leagues may modify the sizing of 
soccer nets. Your best bet is to always check with your Area Coordinator or league to make sure about the sizes being used in your league. 

(08/03/2005) QUESTION 12<addition to (12/02/2005) Question 8>: 
Updated Answer.  

(23/02/2005) The Ref's Response Addition to the Answer Q8: 
There is no true defining point in the rules so there is some discretion involved" to: "The 'corner flag' (the division between what would correspond to the 
goal line and the side line in outdoor)in indoor would be where the imaginary extension of the goal area line, parallel to the goal line intersects the boards. 
This definition is in Rule #1. However, this line is imaginary so there is some discretion involved. 

(23/02/2005) QUESTION 9: 
If the referee had to call off a game, because a fight broke out in the last few minutes of the game. Is the current score still recorded or is this score not 
recorded at all? This situation could give the team who was currently in the lead, the advantage of winning if the score was counted. 

(23/02/2005) The Ref's Response: 
The score is recorded on the game sheet and a note is made of the time at which the game is stopped. In addition, a report is sent to the league explaining 
the reason for the game termination. At this point, the league will decide the appropriate action. 

(12/02/2005) QUESTION 8: 
We often have confusion when the ball goes over the boards in the corner area. Is there a defining point to decide if the ball has gone over the END 
BOARDS (corner or goal kick) or the SIDE Boards (free kick from where last touched)? ... Or is it up to the referee's discretion. 

(12/02/2005) The Ref's Response: 
Thanks for your email. The answer to your question is not entirely simple. There is no true defining point in the rules, so there is some discretion involved. 
Sometimes, the seam in the netting in the corner can be used, but over the years these are not consistent any longer (and don't really exist in the bubble at 
all). Most referees will go by what is going on in the game and the direction the ball is traveling. For example, if it is unclear where it has gone out from a 



shot, a goal kick/corner kick would likely be given. Similarly, a clearance over the boards would likely be judged to be over the side boards if it was close. 
Hope this helps. 

(13/12/2004) QUESTION 7 <addition to (25/11/2004) Question 1>: 
Just as a follow on to Question 1 and very relevant to the indoor game: If the ball is travelling back towards the penalty area from outside the area, the 
goalkeeper can legitimately handle he ball as soon as a portion of it touches the outside of the penalty area line, provided the pass-back rule has not been 
violated. Correct?  

(13/12/2004) The Ref's Response: 
You have the right idea. However, the ball need not actually "touch" the line. Once any part of the ball is on or above any part of the line, it is in the 
penalty area and could then be handled provided no violation of the "pass-back" rule has occurred. 

(13/12/2004) QUESTION 6: 
For free kicks on goal, can an opponent move with the keeper to \"screen\" the keeper as long as there is no contact (touching, backing into etc.)?  

(13/12/2004) The Ref's Response: 
This is largely interpreted as impeding. Any movement which prevents the goalkeeper from getting to the ball in this situation is impeding and opponent 
and should be punished accordingly. 

(13/12/2004) QUESTION 5: Are there any policies about slide tackling in indoor, aside from away from the boards?  

(13/12/2004) The Ref's Response: 
There are no specific guidelines on slide tackles. If they want to lose all the skin on their legs that is their business. Other than the boards, there is nothing 
in particular which makes them any more dangerous indoors than outdoors. 

(13/12/2004) QUESTION 4: 
I have personally been having trouble with a coach of the team that I play for. I am registered as a CMSA player and I have a card. He has not only told me 
just once that I am not able to play or be on the pitch. This for no apparent reason. It is more a mather of me and him not liking eachother. Is this allow if I 
am a part of the team roster and am legally a part of CMSA? 
 
What are the regulations of a coach? Other then being CMSA registered, is there any way that you can, through CMSA, deal with passive agressive coach 
even though it does not happen on the feild of play?  

(13/12/2004) The Ref's Response: 
No Response at posting time. 



(13/12/2004) QUESTION 3: 
Hi I'm just looking for a contact to help me out with a Miscondct Report. There are some interesting circumstances that I am not sure how to word. I've 
tried the ref reps but unfortunatly they are unavailable. Can you suggest anyone?  

(13/12/2004) The Ref's Response: 
No Response at posting time. 

(25/11/2004) QUESTION 2: 
Is the CDSRA running an upgrading prep course? 

(25/11/2004) The Ref's Response: 
Probably. These courses would likely be held in about february. There would be a 3-2 and 2-1 prep course. Note: If it is predominately 2-1's then it might 
be later (as the 2-1 course is typically in May). 

(25/11/2004) QUESTION 1: 
When is a keeper called for a handball outside the box? I have always treated it the same as the ball crossing any line. If the keeper touches the ball when 
the ball is outside the line, it is a hand ball. A colleague informed me yesterday that my perception is incorrect. If the keeper is in the box, and the ball is 
outside the box, the keeper can safely grab the ball and bring it inside the box. Which of these positions is correct? For me, this is a critical distinction. 

(25/11/2004) The Ref's Response: 
This is a VERY critical distinction. The determining factor is always the location of the ball. If the ball is outside (and as with all other lines, this means 
COMPLETELY outside) the penalty area, then it is a "handball". Whether the rest of his body is inside or outside is of no consequence. Your 
interpretation is correct. 
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